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ABSTRACT

This paper deals with German-American printers during the two decades after the
American Revolution. It asks what functions these printers performed for German-American
society.
Therefore I scrutinized most of the available German-language newspapers, altogether
about 2000 issues. This paper will show that after the Revolution German-language printing
was not, as historians have assumed, a declining but a growing business.
Before describing what the German-language printers wrote I discuss their methods and the
atmosphere in which they wrote: The printers as well as their readers were immigrants, and
they took part in a process of adaptation to the new society and resistance against it. Within
this process the printers were leaders fulfilling important functions for German-American
society.
First, printers articulated consent and dissent with the new society in their papers. The ideas
and attitudes they articulated therefore became tangible for everyone. According to the
concept of "freedom of the press" their newspapers at first were open for everyone to insert
articles. This concept changed during the two decades under consideration. The function of
articulation became more and more monopolized.
Second, the German-language papers preserved "German" culture - most important, the
German language.
Third, they also helped transform Germans into Americans by explaining the new society.
Fourth, they mobilized the German part of the population - for example, for elections.
Fifth, they helped stabilize German-American society by explaining the new world.
The findings suggest that the increase of German papers during the 1780s and 1790s does
not only reflect the preservation of German culture but even more the growing need within
German-American society for articulation, mobilization, transformation and stabilization.

GERM AN-LANGUAGE PRINTERS
IN THE UNITED STATES FROM 1780 TO 1801
A STUDY IN CULTURAL LEADERSHIP

1. Introduction

Many scholars have assumed that the colonial tradition of German-American newspapers did not
long survive the formation of the republic. Professors Dinnerstein, Nichols and Reimer claim that
"During the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries the number of German newspapers
declined,” and Carl Wittke asserted that after the Revolution there was "no significant revival of a
German-language press" until the beginning of the new immigration in the 1830s.1This paper will
show that there was a vital German language press in the United States during the last two
decades of the eighteenth century. This press was not declining but growing in the number of
papers published. These papers fulfilled vital functions for contemporary German-Americans.
At the end of the eighteenth century about one-third of the Pennsylvania population, about
100.000 people, was bom in Germany or had German ancestors.2 According to Wust and Moos,
during the time from the War of Independence to the blockade of the European continent by
Napoleon some 30.000 Germans headed for American ports.3 Many Pennsylvania GermanAmericans still read German papers and books, though others changed to English sheets.
It seems that, whereas many of the German books that were read were still imported from
Europe, German-language newspapers and almanacs were printed mostly by German printers in
America.

1Leonard Dinnerstein, Roger L. Nicholas and David Reimers, Natives and Strangers: Ethnic Groups and the Builders o f America
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1979). Carl Wittke, The German-Language Press in America (Lexington: University of
Kentucky Press, 1957). For a repetition of WHtke's statement see Maldwyn Allen Jones, American Immigration (Chicago: The
University o f Chicago Press, 1966): 77.
2Dieter Cunz, "Einwanderung und Einordnung der Deutschamerikaner," Deutsche Rundschau (Berlin, Darmstadt) 81 (1955): 134.
3Klaus Wust and Heinz Moos, eds., Three Hundred Years of German-Immigrants in North America. 1683-1983. (2nd rev. edition)
(Baltimore: Heinz Moos Publishing Co., Inc., 1983.)
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At least 33 German newspapers and magazines were printed during the first two decades of
the early national period - some o f them only for one issue and others for decades. Many
sheets have been lost, especially for Virginia and Maryland. Nevertheless a huge stock of
papers mainly from Pennsylvania remain in scattered archives. Many of them are not yet
microfilmed. For my thesis I read most of the available papers, some on microfiche or
microcard, others from photographs I was kindly allowed to make at the Library of Congress
and at the Lancaster County Historical Society 4
Having obtained an impression o f the scope of printing in German during that period, I
realized that not much is known about the importance of these papers and their printers for
German-Americans o f the period. An authoritative history on the German-language press of
the colonial period and through 1780 has been written by Willi Paul Adams.5 On the
following period there is no general overview. There are only some articles on individual
printers.
This paper will concentrate on German-American printers and their political culture. I will
ask what kind o f function they had as ethnic leaders. First I will investigate the question of
leadership within the context o f German-American migration history. Then I will attempt to
determine whether the printers really were among the leaders. I will do so by discussing one
aspect of the term "freedom o f the press." Finally I will discuss three different examples of
political involvement by German-language printers: Their conduct during the constitutional
debate, their thoughts on "German voting," and their conduct during Fries' Rebellion.

4For the availability o f the papers see Appendix A.
5Willi Paul Adams, "The Colonial German-language Press and the American Revolution,” in The Press & the American Revolution,
ed. Bernard Bailyn and John B. Hench (Boston: Northeastern University Press, 1981).

2. "Like a magnetic field”:
Ethnic Leadership in the Context of Migration History

In 1772 or 1773, after leaving his home in Frankfort on the Main, Jacob Lahn arrived in
Philadelphia. About 15 years later the immigrant Lahn and his partner Johann Albrecht had
become the most important and probably the richest newspapermen of Lancaster, Pennsylvania.
Lahn and the American bom Albrecht had grown up differently. Nevertheless both dung to one of
the most important features o f their culture: the German language. Together with them many
Germans - for example their readers - did the same.6 Others changed to English. Matthias Bartgis,
for example, a printer who was also from Lancaster, printed English papers as well as German.7
These examples show that migration often provoked change among a people as well as resistance
against this change.
What did it mean to be an immigrant in late eighteenth-century America, and what significance
did the process of migration have for the incoming people and for the host sodety? These are
questions that are asked by more and more historians. Bernard Bailyn, for example, regards the
process of the migration of 50 million people to North America as "the key to understanding
American sodety".8 Bailyn, looking for generalizations in this field of American history, complains

6Since there was no German State during the late eighteenth century "Germans" in this paper refers to people from German speaking
areas or people who had German speaking ancestors.
7At the turning of the century there was an increasing tendency for German printers to publish also English papers. See for example
Jacob Schneider who started the Readinger Herald in 1798, or Gottlob Jungmann who published The Weekly Advertiser beginning in
1796. Carl Cist published two English and even a French paper. See also the Saur family. Whereas Daniel and Christopher Saur
continued the family tradition and printed in German their brother David printed in English.
sBemard Bailyn, "From Protestant Peasants to Jewish Intellectuals: the Germans in the Peopling of America," German Historical
Institute: Annual Lectures Series tOxfordNew York.Munich:Berg. 1988): 1, no. 1.
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that this great transfer of people is still a blur to historians. The population movements of the pre
industrial era, he claims, "remain mysterious and chaotic."9
To bring some order into the historical process of German-American migration, historians have
taken different approaches.10 Not highly regarded by most historians today is what Kathleen Neils
Conzen and Gunter Moltmann call the "gift of immigrants approach": descriptions of German
accomplishments in America to fulfill the authors' desire for affirmation of their ethnic group.11 In
the beginning of the twentieth century historians such as Albert Faust and Rudolf Cronau wrote in
•

this way. Even in our day not all historians have lost their interest in "the German contribution".

12

During the first years after World War II in Germany almost nothing was written on the German
migration to America. After the Nazi dictatorship and the murder of millions of people justified
with ethnic reasons, any topic dealing with ethnic and cultural differences was discredited for
years. Furthermore there were not many social historians in Germany at that time.
•

13

Only m the late 1970s did interest in the Germans who went to America reemerge. Historians
•

•

•

of several institutions gave us important new insights into this migration process.

14

Using new

approaches, often assumed from the more developed Scandinavian emigration history, German
9Bemard Bailyn, The Peopling o f British North America: An Introduction (New York: Alfred K nopf1986), 20.
10For an overview see Kai Detlev Sievers, ed , Die deutsche und skandinavische Amerikaauswanderung im 19. und 20. Jahrinmdert
(NeumOnster: Karl Wachholtz Veriag, 1981). Willi Paul Adams, ed., Die deutschsprachige Auswanderung in die Vereipif»t«*i StaatanBerichte Qber Forschunesstand und Quellenbestande (Berlin: John F. Kennedy Institute, 1980). For the state o f the research in the US
see Kathleen Neils Conzen, "Die Assimilierung der Deutschen in Amerika: Zum Stand der Forschung in den Vereinigten Staaten,” in
Die deutschsprachige Auswanderung. ed. Adams. Important is also A.G. Roeber, "In German Ways? Problems and Potentials of
Eighteenth-Century German Social and Emigration History," WMQ 44 (1987): 7S0-774. In the former GDR the topic has been
neglected
n Cathleen Neils Conzen according to Moltmann in a lecture given in Hamburg on September 13, 1977. See Gttater Moltmann, "Die
deutsche Auswanderung in Qberseeische Gebiete: Forschungsstand und Forschungsprobleme," in Die deutschsprachige Auswanderung.
ed Adams, 15-16.
12See for example the following title. Gerhard K. Friesen and Walter Schatzberg, The German Contribution to the Buildingof the
Americas: Studies in Honor of Karl J.R. Amdt (Worcester: Clark University Press, 1977).
Still an indispensable standard work on the Germans in Northern America is Albert Faust, The German Element in the United States,
with Special Reference to Its Political. Moral. SociaL and Educational Influence (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1909). For the "gift"approach see also Rudolf Cronau, Drei Jahrhunderte Deutschen Lebens In Amerika (Berlin: D. Reimer, 1924).
13Before that two important works have been written in Germany: Rolf Engelsing, Bremen als Aiiswandenmgshafen 1683-1880
(Bremen: SchQnemann, 1961). Peter Marschalck, Deutsche Oberseewanderune im 19. Jahrhundert (Stuttgart: Klett, 1973).
14There are G erm an research projects or institutions dealing with the German-American migration in Munich, Kiel, Kaiserslautern,
Stuttgart, Berlin, Bochum and Hamburg. For more detailed information see Gunter Moltmann, "Stand und zuktlnftige Aufgaben der
deutschen Uberseewanderungsforschung mit besonderer Berflcksichtigung Hamburgs," in deutsche und skandinavische
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professors became interested not so much in the contribution of the immigrants, but in the
social context of the process. Gunter Moltmann, reviving an old concept of Marcus Lee
Hanson, argues for a comparative approach. Furthermore, he states, emigration and
immigration should be understood as one process.15 The following have to be scrutinized:
background factors in Germany, detachment from Germany, organization and techniques as
well as economic and social problems of the voyage, reception in America, the AmericanGerman back migration, acculturation and assimilation in America, and American background
factors.16
Since the 1970s interesting works have appeared in the field of German-American
migration. Unfortunately they concentrate almost exclusively on the nineteenth and twentieth
century. Therefore A. G. Roeber has good reason to complain about the absence o f histories
on the social-cultural world of the German-speaking colonists.17 This lack can also be seen in
Moltmann's bibliography for his essay on "Die deutsche Amerika-Auswanderung in der
Kolonialzeit” ("The German emigration to America in colonial times"). He mainly has to rely
on the "gift-historians" such as Faust, Lohr, Cronau and Meynen, who wrote at the beginning
o f the century .18

Amerikaaiiswandenmg. ed. Sievers, 18.
35Mohmann,"Stand und zukQnftige Aufgaben," in deutsche und skandinavische Auswanderung. ed. Sievers, 17. Marcus Lee Hansen,
"The History o f American Immigration as a Field few Research," American Historical Review 32 (1926/27): 500-518.
16MoHmanm, "Stand und zukQnftige Aufgaben," in deutsche und skandinavische Auswanderung. ed Sievers, 30.
17Roeber, "In German Ways?," WMO. 3rd series, 44 (1987), 750.
18See GQnter Moltmann, "Die deutsche Amerikawandenmg in der Kolonialzeit und das Redemptioner-System," Zeitschrift fflr
Kuhuraustausch (Stuttgart) 32 no.4 (1982): 318-323.
There are some interesting articles by Marianne Wokeck, Don Yoder, Stephanie Graumaim Wolf, Hermann Wellenreuther, John A.
Hostetler and Leo Schelbert in America and the Germans: An Assessment of a Three-Hundred-Year History, eds. Frank Trommler and
Joseph McVeigh (Philadelphia: University of Philadelphia Press, 1985). See also Marianne Wokeck, "The Flow and the Composition of
German Immigration to Philadelphia, 1727-1775," PMHB 105 (1981): 249-78. Stephanie Graumann W olf Urban Village: Population.
Community, and Family Structure in Germantown. Pennsylvania. 1683-1800 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1976). On the
conditions in Germany see especially Albrecht Strobel, Agrarverfassung im Oberaane: Studien zur Agrargeschichte des Badischen
Breisgaus vom Begirm des 16. bis zum Ausgane des 18. Jahrhunderts (Freiburg: Verlag Karl Alber, 1972).
A.G. Roeber explains the G om an reluctance to tackle the problem of the colonial Germans by noting the political circumstances that
have controlled the evolution of German social and legal history. He detects the reason in an antagonism between the 'microcosmic
school’ and the 'macrocosmic school' of social history - an interesting thesis but it does not explain the fact that several recent studies have

7

For most historians the beginning of the nineteenth century is the dividing line for GermanAmerican migration history. Conzen justifies this caesura by "the special development of the
Germans as an ethnic group in colonial times."19 Since, as Conzen argues herself, we do not
know much about this development, it seems as if this dividing line has to be reexamined.
Karl Scherer, for example, regards it as "not useful" for the evaluation of the emigration
process from the Palatine. He argues that, although the number o f emigrants was reduced
from 1792 to 1814, attitudes toward emigration did not change during this time.

20

The reemergence o f the history o f nineteenth- and twentieth-century German migration to
the United States provides approaches that are also useful for research on the eighteenth
century. Many historians who are working in this early field are longing for more community
studies.21 Roeber, though, claims that the migration historians’ questions cannot be answered
merely by producing more local studies. He asks for an interpretive framework.22
One such framework was offered by John Higham in the 1970s in which he concentrated
on the migrants' elites. His 1976 Johns Hopkins Symposium in Comparative History was the
starting point for a discussion on the role of ethnic leadership in America. Higham used an
interesting metaphor to describe ethnic groups:
An ethnic group fades out - like a magnetic field - as the distance from its center
increases. Its history is one of the energy it generates and the direction in which it

appeared on the German migrants o f the nineteenth and twentieth century. It also does not explain why American historians did not write
more on the topic. See Roeber, "In German Ways?,” 773-774.
19Conzen, "Assimilierung der Deutschen," 33.
2°Karl Scherer, "Die Auswanderung aus der Pfalz und die Quellenbestande der Heimatstelle Pfalz," in Die deutschsprachige
Auswanderung. ed. Adams, 82. Marcus Lee Hansen, "The History of American Immigration as a Field for Research," American
Historical Review. 500.
21See for example Moltmann, "Die deutsche Auswanderung," 31. Kai Detlev Sievers, "Introduction," in deutsche und skandinavische
Amerikaauswanderuna. ed. Sievers, 11.
22Roeber, "In German Ways?," 773-774. For a critical view o f the community study approach see also Leo Schelbert, "On Becoming
an Emigrant: A Structural View of Eighteenth- and Nineteenth-Century Swiss Data," Perspectives in American History VII (1973): 444445.
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moves.

23

Many still remember their high-school physics teacher showing the lines of magnetic force
with iron filings on a sheet of paper: a thick grey spot in the middle with fading sparks that
gave the impression of antagonistic movements to and from the center. The metaphor is even
more attractive if we remember the picture that evolved when the teacher put a second
magnet with a different pole under the sheet of paper: the sparks suggested an antagonism
between the magnets. Both seemed to be attractive for at least some iron filings.
Applied to ethnic groups, the metaphor obviously has a shortcoming. Whereas physicists
are able to explain the causes of the different kinds of magnetism, historians have much
greater difficulty describing the "magnetic force" that ethnic groups exert. What are ethnic
groups composed o f and how are they structured? What holds them together and what
loosens these ties? These questions are essential for evaluating the process of americanization
of the Germans. Higham's answer is axiomatic:
we may find in configurations of leadership a distinctness and clarity that disappear
when we look at the group as a whole. Leaders focus the consciousness of an ethnic
group and make its identity visible.24
This seems to be the weakest, although the main, argument in Higham's leadership approach.
Do leaders really show the identity or mentality or culture o f the whole group?25 Volker

23John Higham, "Introduction," in Ethnic Leadership in America, ed. John Higham (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press,
1978), 2. See also Stephen Themstrom, ed. Harvard Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Groups (Cambridge: Harvard University Press,
1980), s.v. "Leadership" by John Higham.
24Higham, "Introduction," 2. For a comparable attitude see Willi Paul Adams, "Ethnic Leadership and the German-Americans," in
America and the Germans, eds. Trommler/McVeigh, 151-152. See also Themstrom, ed. Harvard Encyclopedia. s.v. "Leadership," by
Higham.
23For the term "mentality" see Volker Sellin, "Mentalitat und MentalMtsgeschichte," Historische Zeitschrift 241 (1985): 573-574.
Kathleen Neils Conzen, Making Their Own America: Assimilation Theory and the German Peasant Pioneer (New
York,Oxford,Munich: Berg, 1990): 9.
For the term "culture" seen as "eine geschichtete Hirarchie bedeutungsvoller Strukturen” see Clifford Geertz, Dichte Beschreibung
(Ffin.,1987):12ff.
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Sellin denies that they do. He sees a difference especially between an intellectual elite and the
other groups of a society. "Just because they are intellectuals," he claims, "they not only think
•

26

and know other things, but they partly also know in a different way." To claim that the elites
show us like a blueprint everything about the society in general, or in this case about the
ethnic group in general, is as untrue as the assertion that "Jonesville is the USA."27
Higham himself referred to the social psychologist Kurt Levin who in 1948 brought
attention to a tendency for ethnic leaders in America to be "marginal" to their own group. For
leaders of underprivileged ethnic groups, leaving the group often means additional chances
for social advancement.

28

Nevertheless, the role of ethnic leaders is a "crucial element" in the social processes o f a
rising, selfmaintaining or disintegrating ethnic community. "Only through communication and
the subsequent emergence of leadership, authority, and division of functions - that is,
organization - " Willi Paul Adams claims, "can discontent be mobilized and focused into
collective dissent, and structured opposition."

29

Part of this process of organization is the

articulation o f ideas. By this articulation ideas become tangible for everyone. In the eighteenth
century cultural leaders were, for example, clergy or politicians who held local, state or
national offices. Usually political leaders were popularly chosen.
This thesis concentrates on another group of cultural leaders, one that did not need the
support o f a majority of the people for starting their business, the printers.

30

The political

culture of this group will be examined by scrutinizing their papers. I will try to explain which

26Sellin, "Mentalitat und Mentalitatsgeschichte," 5 7 3 .1 am aware that intellectuals do not by definition constitute the elite of a society.
27Geertz. Dichte Beschreibung. 31.
>
28Kurt Lewin, Resolving Social Conflicts: Selected Papers on Group Dynamics (New York: Harper, 1948), 190-197. Higham,
"Introduction," 2.
29Willi Paul Adams, "Ethnic Leadership and the German-Americans," in America and the Germans, eds. Trommler/McVeigh, 148.
30For a discussion o f whether printers were really leaders see chapter 3.
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attitudes they had in relation to the acculturation and assimilation o f the migrants. How, I will
ask, did Jacob Lahn and his colleagues participate in this process? How did they explain the
"New World?” How did they instruct their readers, and how did they, as Willi Paul Adams
says, "organize" at least a part of the American Germans? Since the newspapers do not reveal
much about their own popular impact, the question of their influence will be touched upon
only in the chapters 5 and 6.
In 1973 Theodore Hershberg, in the introductory article to the first issue of the Journal of
Ethnic Studies, called for interdisciplinaiy studies on ethnicity in America.31 Works employing
the methods o f ethnologists, economists, sociologists or linguists could reveal important
insights into migration history. An important aspect of a work on foreign-language printers
should be the development o f their languages; after race language is "probably the second
most prevalent indicator o f ethnicity," according to William Petersen.

32

In chapter 3 I will

show how the English expression "freedom of the press" took on different connotations over
time for the German immigrants.33 But first I will ask if the printers had the full command
over their newspapers - that is, if it was really they who "organized."

31Theodore Hershberg, "Toward The Historical Study O f Ethnicity," Journal of Ethnic Studies 1 (1973): 5.
32Themstrom, ed. Harvard Encyclopedia. s,v. "Concepts of Ethnicity," by William Peterson. Uriel Weinreich and Joshua A. Fishman
especially have done important work on language contact.
3This work, as many other German-American migration histories have, will comment only superficially on changes i the migrants'
language. More cannot be done in this paper because, according to Roeber, there is no systematic work that establishes what patterns of
lexical transference emerged in colonial America. The same is true for grammar and phonetics. Roeber, "In German Ways?," 771-772.
Again and again we find notes in the literature that the Germans took over English words, especially legal terms.

3. "I confess that I will be partisan”:
Another View on the Concept of "Freedom of the Press”

In 1788 a certain "Hans Billig" ("Hans Cheap") from Lebanon, Pennsylvania, sent the printers
Albrecht, Stiemer & Lahn a letter in which he reminded them of "their duty" as unbiased printers.
He expected them to print an enclosed article in their newspaper. Nowadays most editors would
only smile about such a demand - and then throw the letter and the article into the waste paper
basket.34 But the printers of the Neue Unpartheyische Lancaster Zeitung complied. On February 2,
• •

•

1788, Hans Billig read his article in their newspaper

35

The reason for this positive response of the

printers can be found in the late eighteenth century American concept of "freedom of the press."
Since the publication of Leonard Levy's Legacy of Suppression the discussion about press
freedom in eighteenth-century America has been dominated by Levy's thesis about the relationship
between the printer and the state.

Levy rejected the idea "that it was the intent of the American

34During the late eighteenth century a distinction between printer and editor developed in the German- language press. Whereas in
colonial times the two Saurs and Miller had written their papers themselves, now more and more papers were edited and printed by
different people. This was a slow change. Jacob Lahn for example was regarded by his competitors as the author o f the papers that he
printed together with Johann Albrecht But when Lahn died in 1801 the Americani«^h^r Staatghnthe was continued by Albrecht and
nothing is known about a new editor. Albrecht therefore seems to have performed both functions. In this paper I will use only the term
printer.
}3NULZ- February 2,1788.
3<Leonard W. Levy, Emergence O f A Free Press (New York, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1985) XII-XIILXIX. For an interesting
discussion o f the topic see Richard Buel, Jr., "Freedom o f the Press in Revolutionary America: The Evolution of Libertarianism, 17601820," in The Press And The American Revolution, eds. Bernard Bailyn and John Hench (Boston: Northeastern University Press,
1980): 59-97. William David Sloan, "The Party Press and Freedom of the Press, 1798-1808," American Journalism 4 (1987): 82-96.
The few statements about this topic in the German papers of the early national period are not sufficient to support or to attack Levy's
thesis. In 1792 "Medicus" praised the fact that "here is no so-called court of censors to which one first has to present all papers that one
wants to publish.” ("ist hier kein sogenanntes Censur-Gericht, welchem man zuerst alle schriften vortegen mufi, die man publiciren
will".) Then he argued against biased printers, but he did not request that they should have been prosecuted for seditious libel. Instead he
argued that a partisan printer "deserves to be announced in every newspaper." ("verdient in alien Zeitungen bekant gemacht zu werden.")
The non-existence of pre-censorship is still in line with Levy's argument But the punishment of printers for misbehavior by public
pressure was a new means - instead o f the punishment by a court for seditious libel. See CW. June 12,1792.
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Revolution and the Framers of the First Amendment to abolish the common law of seditious
libel." Only with the Sedition Act of 1798 "first crystallized a national awareness of the central
meaning of the first Amendment overturning the common law of seditious libel." Although Levy
changed his mind on some of the statements of his 1960 edition he did not change this main thesis.
But the eighteenth-century term "freedom of the press" had a further dimension: the relationship
between the printer and the people. According to Stephen Botein colonial American printers
regarded a press as 'free'
only if it was 'open to all parties.' A printer, in other words, should offer everyone the
liberty1of his press, without favoring one set of opinions over the rest.37
If the German press of the late eighteenth century was free' according to this principle, then the
printers were "not yet serving as policy-makers or as leaders."38 At least they had no outstanding
position if everybody could insert articles.
The German-American papers, especially those of the 1780s but also those of the 1790s, are
filled with rhetoric about how unbiased and open to everybody they were. Their printers believed
1799 "Junius” argued in the Harrisburger Morpenrdthe that
I am no advocate for the misuse of the press; but I have a deep respect for our superiors; b u t...: we live in a free country in
which the civil servants are not lords or despots, but servants and comforter of the people; and therefore every freeman has
an indisputable right to investigate their work.
Even if a press misuses the freedom it still would be damaging to hamper it, because this is the beginning of tyranny.
("Ich bin kein Advocat fQr den Mifibrauch der Presse; sondem ich habe eine Ehrfurcht fOr unsere Vorgesetzte; jedoch
Wir
leben in einem freyen Land, in welchem die Bearnten nicht Lords, oder Despoten sind, sondem Diener und Sorgtr&ger des
Volks; und daher hat ein jeder freyer Mann ein ohnstreitiges Recht ihre Arbeit zu untersuchen. Ohnerachtet eine Presse die
Freyheit der Presse (die Freyheit) Miflbraucht, so w ire es doch schSdlich sie zu hemmen, dann dieses ist eben der Anfang
zur Tynmney.") HM. March 26, 1799.
This view is clearly libertarian ideology after 1798. That does not mean that there were no Germans at all who still believed in the
concept o f seditious libel. "Wilhelm Stoy" for example, who had been attacked in the Neue Unpartheyische Rairfinpa1Zei**™, argued
hi the Readinger Adler that "in every well-established country such papers are punishable, and the writers are punished as knaves”. ("In
alien wohlemgenchteten Staaten sind dergleichen Schriften strafbar, und die Scheiber werden als Scheimen abgestraft.") RA. January
9, 1788. Almost a year later Jacob Schneider, the printer of the same paper showed his disbelief in this position by citing "an English
very famous author". The press, he writes, can be useful, as long as it is not suppressed.
and should one argue with reasons against this branch o f freedom because of the misuse that can be done with it; so these
reasons could as well be used as counter-arguments against the freedom itself
(und sotte man gegen diesen Zweig der Freiheit, wegen seines Misbrauchs, den man davon machen kan, einige GrOnde holen
oder ziehen wollen; so kdrmt man diese GrOnde eben so wohl gegen die Freiheit selbst als Wiederlegungs-GrOnde
anwenden) RA, December 4,1798.
The following year Schneider was accused o f seditious libel himself.
3 Stephen Botein, "Printers and the American Revolution," in Press And The American Revolution, eds. Bailyn/Hench, 19.
38William F. Steirer claims this to be true for the printers before the Stamp Act crisis. See William F. Steirer, "Riding "Everyman's
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in "freedom of the press," and they used certain keywords again and again to define the term. But
nevertheless, Botein's finding that in the eighteenth century a press was "free" only if it was open
to all parties, has to be qualified, at least for the German late eighteenth-century printers.
The key word for "freedom of the press" was impartiality, a quality that was claimed by printers
again and again, even in the late 1790s when the partisanship of many papers was most obvious.
Only a few printers thought it necessary to define impartiality. But all German printers wrote
about it essentially in the same vein: their papers had to be open to everyone. This principle had
been developed in the colonial period, and the printers had been attracted to the concept because it
suited their business to save all customers.39 During the Revolution printers such as Henry Miller
obviously abandoned nonpartisanship. At that time it was almost impossible to serve both sides 40
But after Independence people again referred to the principle. Especially during the first years of
the national period it made economic sense to take such a position - at least for the only German
paper at the time, Sterna's Gemeinmitzige Philadelphische Correspondent By opening the press
to as many positions as possible the opinions of no potential customer were excluded. There were
few announcements of the rejection of articles at this time. With the introduction o f additional
papers in Germantown, Lancaster and Reading, however, the economic advantage of neutrality
vanished.41
In the 1790s especially newcomers who began a second paper in a town could win
customers only by differing from their competitor - especially by being partisan and by
appealing to separate sections o f the community. Nonpartisanship became unprofitable. But
Hobby Horse": Journalists in Philadelphia, 1764-1794", in Newsletters to Newspapers: E ighteenth-C entury Journalism eds. Donovan
H. Bond and W. Reynolds McLeod (Morgantown: The School o f Journalism, West Virginia University, 1977), 267.
Botein, "Printers and the American Revolution," in Press And The American l?evolution, ed. Bailyn/Hench, 19.
4°For not taking the Revolutionists' side the property o f Christopher Saur IL, his m ain competitor, was confiscated.
On Miller and Saur see Willi Paul Adams, "The Colonial German-language Press and the American Revolution," in Press And The
American Revolution, eds. Bailyn/Hench, 201-217.
411 am not arguing that a newspaper possibly can be neutral. la m only arguing that printers at some points tried to be so.
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the rhetoric about it did not disappear. In 1792, for example, a customer of the Neue
Unpartheyische Lancaster Zeitung praised the fact that "one of the noblest and most
important articles in our Constitution is this one: the freedom of the press; therefore as a
member o f it and of all the included liberty I take the liberty to request you to insert the
following in your public newspaper."42 And in the Chestnuthiller Wochenschrift 'Medicus'
declared that oppressed people cannot defend themselves if "the printer puts himself into the
position of a high-handed prince, and leaves his press open for one person or party and not
for the others. Such a printer is not worthy of breathing the air o f American freedom."43
Jacob Mayer declared that in his paper "the editor has reserved for himself the right of
corrections but not of censorship; (well knowing that he is not entitled to the latter)."44 And in
1798 the printers of the Philadelphische Correspondenz described their claim as follows:
Without declaring oneself for one or the other party they [the printers] are willing to
offer space in their newspaper for every piece that will be useful for the public and if it
does not contain an offence to somebody's feelings or in some other way offend
common decency 45
According to this rhetoric the presses were open for everybody. But were they really?
In practice the printers soon forgot their affirmations and frequently gave notice in their
papers that they rejected certain pieces submitted to them. The reasons for this "censorship"

42”Einer der vomehmsten und wichtigsten artickel in unserer Constitution ist dieser: die freyheit der presse; derohalben als ein mitglied
derselben, und alio1dariimen enthaltenen freyheiten, nehme ich mir diese heraus, euch zu ersuchen, folgendes in eure ofentliche zeitung
einzurucken." NULZ. April 4, 1792.
43"es sey dann dafi der Drucker sich in die stelle eines eingenm&chtigen Fflrsten setzt, und nur filr einen oder eine Parthey, und nicht ftkr
den andem seine Presse frey lafit Ein solcher Drucker aber ist nicht werth, daB er die Americanische Freyheit einhauchet" CW. June 12,
1792.
^"der Herausgeber sich nur die Correctur, und nicht die Censur, ... vorbehalten hat; (wohl wifiend, dafi ihm letztere nicht zustehe)"
YG. July 22, 1796.
45 "Ohne sich im mindesten filr eine oder die andere Parthey zu erkiaren, sind sie [die Drucker] willig, alien, dem Publico zum Nutzen
gereichenden Stucken, in so feme sie nicht personlich anzQgliches, oder sonst wieder die guten Sitten laufendes enthalten, einen Platz in
ihrer Zeitung zu vergonnen." PhC, November 11, 1798.
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often seem to have been economic. But also personal animosities or moral reservations were
responsible for the suppression o f articles. Bill F. Chamberlin claims that at the time the Bill of
Rights was adopted government interference was less of a danger to freedom of expression
than informal constraints.46
At least one printer, Gottlob Jungmann, sometimes seems to have expected payment for
inserting articles in his paper - an economic restriction which he probably applied only to his
opponents. In 1793 Jungmann's Neue Unpartheyische Readinger Zeitung explained to "a
hermit" (einem Einsiedler) that his article "cannot be inserted without cash."47 And in 1789
the same printer asked the author of "The Ugly Calumniator" (Der graBliche Verlaumder),
who, as the printer wrote, had already paid something for the publication, to disclose his full
name.48 There is no evidence, that printers other then Jungmann asked for payment for
publishing articles. Advertisements o f course had to be paid for.
Salomon Mayer argued explicitly against taking money for the insertion of articles. But he
restricted the freedom of his press by limiting the right to submit pieces to his subscribers:
(it) shall always be the policy of the Gazette that every subscriber shall have a right to
defend his vote, his honor or wish, free and free of charge, just as the printer
himself.49
But Mayer could not even uphold this principle. Although he told "Beobachter" that his
article ought to be printed, Mayer asked Beobachtefs consent not to do so to prevent

46Bill F. Chamberlin, "Freedom o f Expression in Eighteenth-Century Connecticut: Unanswered Questions," in Newsletters to
Newspapers, ed. Bond/McLeod, 247.
47"kan ohne baares Geld nicht eingerQcket werden" NULZ. October 2, 1793.
48NULZ. June 17, 1789.
49"welches die Condition der Gazette immer seyn soli, dafi ein jeder Subscribent ein Rechi hat seine Wahl, seine Ehre oder Wunsch,
darin zu vertheidigen frey umsonst, eben wohl als der Drucker selbst" YG, February 7, 1797.
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trouble.50
A further excuse for rejecting articles was to declare them to be immoral or to involve
personalities. The latter reason made it possible for printers to reject almost every piece that
dealt with individuals.
Another policy dealing with personally offensive articles was Helmbold's & Kammerer's:
"To put .. pieces such as yours," they announced to 'Monsieur Queriste', "which contains
coarse personal lewdnesses, into our paper, without knowing the name o f the author, is not
our policy."51 Asking authors for their names seems to have been the policy of most German
printers. But again, there were exceptions. Whereas Hiitter "once and for all" announced as a
rule that authors had to submit their articles personally or sign them with their real names,
•

•

Mayer accepted articles with fictitious names.

52

But in such cases he reserved the right to

"correct" them - a right that he did not claim for signed articles.53 We can only guess how
seriously the printers themselves took their own rules. Gottlob Jungmann, for example, wrote
in March 1797:
only defrauders and rabble-rousers put their hostile letters and announcements under
the doors and windows, and every honest man has to be on his guard against those.54
Only nine months later Jungmann accepted an article of an unknown author because "it tallies
with my views."55
That the printers knew the names of the authors, who mostly signed their articles with
fictitious names, does not mean that readers also knew the names, as one historian has
50YG. November 18, 1796.
51"StQcke wie deins, das grobe personliche Anzuglichkeiten enthalt, in unsere Zeitung zu setzen, ohne den Namen des Verfassers zu
wissen, ist unsere Sache nicht." PhC. November 12, 1799.
32LC. December 7 and 28, 1799.
53YG, July 29, 1796.
54,’nur BetrQger und Aufwiegler stecken ihre feindseligen Briefe und Bekanntmachungen unter die Thuren und Fenster, und fur solche

17

claimed.56 It is true that, as one writes in the Deutscher Porcupein in 1799, it would be almost
impossible to hide some authors' names from the readers, but there were also cases in which
people were unsuccessful in finding out the names.57 It seems as if the printers primarily asked
for the names of authors, as Helmbold & Kammerer said, so that "we know to whom we
have to turn if unpleasant consequences will arise."

58

The printers usually did not expose the names without the permission of the authors, a
confidentiality that became part of the definition o f "freedom of the press" in the 1790s.
Secrecy (Heimlichkeit) became an important obligation. Jungmann for example in 1798 was
pressed hard by the sheriff to expose the name o f the author o f an article written against the
German Society in Reading. The printer described the sheriffs effort as an attempt to strike at
freedom of the press. But Jungmann reassured his authors that they were safe because he
knew "their rights and my duty as a book-printer."59 Albrecht & Lahn in a comparable case
declared that "We know the rights of a printer and the rights of press freedom better than ...
to expose the name o f the old Pennsylvanian."60 Also Benjamin Mayer and Conrad
Fahnestock, the printers of the Harrisburger Morgenrothe Zeitung. regarded it as their duty
"to conceal the names of those gentlemen ... who contributed to this newspaper."61 The
politics of the 1790s made it advisable to conceal some authors' names, but even as early as
1782 "An enemy o f slandering tongues" (Ein Feind verlaumderischer Zungen) wrote to the

hat ein jeder aufrichtiger Mensch Ursach sich zu huten." RZ.'March 1, 1797.
3,"stimmt mit meinen Gesinnungen Qherein" RZ. June 6,1798.
36See Robert L. Brunhouse, The Counter-Revolution in Pennsylvania 1776-1790 (Harrisburg: Pennsylvania Historical Commission,
1942), 5.
37PP. August 7, 1799. For an unsuccessful try to find out a name see for example PhC. December 10, 1782.
38 "dam it... wir wissen an wen wir uns zu halten haben, werm unangenehme Folgen erstehen soften." PhC, November 5, 1799.
39RZ,July 11, 1798.
60"Wir wissen die Rechte eines Druckers und die Rechte der PreBfreyheit besser, als ... den namen des ahen Pennsylvania's
auszuliefem" DP. February 27, 1799.
61"Wir sehen es als unsere Pflicht an, die Namen deijenigen Herren, die ihr Scherflein zu dieser Zeitung beygetragen, zu verschweigen"
HM, June 11, 1799.
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Philadelphische Correspondenz that "you by no means have the right to expose the real name
of the author of a piece without his permission."62
Altogether it seems that printers were rejecting more and more articles at the end of the
eighteenth century - a development that has to be seen in connection with the formation of
political parties. In the late 1790s it became obvious to the printers that nonpartisanship was a
mirage and they started to adapt their rhetoric to this insight. But they had to do so carefully,
because readers obviously still expected printers to be evenhanded.
Most explicit in conceding that the concept o f freedom of the press had changed was
Christian Jacob Hutter. In 1799 he argued not only that "I have a right to demand that
nobody stipulates rules for me because otherwise freedom of the press is only a phantom."

63

He also offered the new insight that
I know .. no newspaper which is printed in this country that is really nonpartisan;... in
as far as it deals with the announcement o f the news I will definitely never be
approached for being partisan; over and above that I confess that I will be partisan.64
Three years earlier Schneider & Gerrisch had found that being unbiased as printers was an
undertaking "that exceeds every dexterity of human nature."65 But obviously they did not
think their readers ready for such an insight and promised in the same paper at least to try to
be nonpartisan.
Professor Sloan argues that the newspapers of the early national period were in no way
nonpartisan news carriers. They "were not intended to be neutral observers of the political
62"Sie .. keineswegs berechtigt sind, den eigentlichen Namen des Verfassers eines Stflcks ohne seine Erlaubnis bekannt zu machen"
PhC. December 10, 1782.
63"ich habe aber auch recht zu verlangen, dafi mir mem and Gesetze vorschreiben will, denn sonst ist PreBfreiheit nur ein Fantom" LC,
July 13, 1799.
^"ich kerme .. keine Zeitung die in diesem Lande gedruckt wird, die wirklich unpartheyisch ware; ..., als in soweit es die Mittheilung
der Neuigkeiten betrift, darin ich mir den Vorwurf der Partheylichkeit gewiB nie zu Schuiden werde kommen lafien; ubrigens aber
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system but an integral part of it."66 This statement became increasingly true also for the
German newspapers. Therefore German printers can be regarded as leaders - as "organizers".
It was they who articulated ideas in their papers, and they became less and less restricted by
*

the concept of freedom of the press in doing so.

67

German papers ceased to be a relatively

open forum for the readers. Instead they became more and more a tool in the hands of the
printers. It was they who determined which ideas were "articulated" in their papers 68
The following chapters will show how they conducted their leadership.

gestehe ich dafi ich partheyisch seyn werde" LC. May 25, 1799.
63"das alle geschicklichkeit der menschlichen natur Qbertrifft" R A November 29, 1796.
66William David Sloan, "The Early Party Press: The Newspaper Role in American Politics, 1788-1812," Journalism History 9 (1982):
18-24.
S7The impact of party leaders on the content of the papers must not be neglected but cannot be evaluated by the sources I used.
^Articles written by corespondents, as the writers were called, comprised only a small part of an eighteenth-century newspaper, sharing
space with foreign and domestic news that was mostly reprinted from other papers, advertisements and an increasing number of articles
by printers themselves.

4. "Examine everything, remember the good part”:
The German-Language Press during the Constitutional Debate

An authoritative history of the conduct of the German-language press during the debate over the
ratification of the United States constitution has been written by Jurgen Heideking.69 His
evaluation is that
the German newspapers in Pennsylvania were firmly national and pro-Constitution, b u t..
theirs was a special kind of Federalism, characterized by moderation, reasonableness and
sobriety70
This statement has to be qualified at least for one printer as Heideking concedes in his paper.
O f the four German newspaper publishers in the United States in 1787/88 Matthias Bartgis, the
owner o f Bartgis Maivlandische Zeitung. seems to have had some Antifederalist leanings. Bartgis
claimed himself to be ’'unbiased” and "impartial." Whether this claim was mere rhetoric cannot be
determined from the few issues of his German-language paper that survive. A scrutiny of his
English-language papers might give further insights about the "Antifederalist tendencies of his
papers," as Heideking puts it71
The other three papers were Federalist. The Neue Unparthevische Lancaster Zeitung by
Albrecht, Stiemer and Lahn seems to have been the German newspaper that supported the
^Jttrgen Heideking, "The German-language Press in the Debate Over the Ratification o f the Constitution 1787/88," in Henry Geitz,
ed. The German-American Press (Madison, Wise., 1992), 195-214.
(Here I would like to thank Professor Heideking for kindly allowing me to read the manuscript of the article before it was published. If
there were any changes in the final text I cannot take them into account since I could not get a hold o f the book, y et Therefore I also
cannot give the quotations with an exact page number.)
70Ibid.
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constitution most enthusiastically. Again and again the printers presented positive news about
•

the ratification to their readers "with great pleasure."

72

In October 1787 "a correspondent

said" in the paper:
By persons able to comment on it this constitution is regarded as the wisest, freest and
most effective form of government which has been existent in the past and the present.

73

Five months later the printers themselves complained in a comment that the minority in
Pennsylvania "is not content with their self-important hateful protest against the adoption of
it [the Constitution] but also tries to force their mother country into all the cruelties o f a civil
war by the instigation of disturbance and rebellion."74
In spite of such strong rhetoric, the Neue Unparthevische Lancaster Zeitung did not wholly
suppress the Antifederalist position in its editions. This conclusion is true especially for the
period after the representatives o f the ratifying convention in Pennsylvania were elected.
However, the printers tried to reduce the impact o f Antifederalist pieces. In November 1787
the paper printed "The reasons why the worthy Mr. Gerry did not sign the Constitution."75
But a month earlier it had already reported that Gerry's best friend had rebuked him for not
signing. In January 1788 Albrecht, Stiemer & Lahn printed "The address and reasons for the
contrary opinions of the Pennsylvania state convention's minority to its constituents." But this

^Ibid

see for example: NULZ. October 24, 1787: "Mit vielem vergnQgen berichten wir unsem lesem, dafi von den schon eingelaufenen
listen ftkr glieder der Assembly in diesem Staat, sich eine starke mehrheit der personen befindet, die ftkr die Vereinigte Constitution
gesiimt sind"; NULZ. October 10, 1787: "Mit vielem vergnQgen benchten wir das Publicum, dafi unsere Deutsche mhbftrger in alien
theilen des Staats, f tr die Vereinigte Regierung sind."; NULZ. March S, 1788: "Mit dem ausnehmendsten VergnQgen verkQndigen wir
dem publikum, dafi die Convention der Republick, am Mittwoch um 5 Uhr nachmittags, der ... Constitution, beygepflichtet und am
Donnerstag dieselbe ratificirt h a t” This report was even emphasized with the headline "Important news” ("Wichtige Nacbricbten”). The
printers o f the time rarely used headlines to attract their readers. Usually articles were ordered according to origin (where a
correspondent sent an article from not where an event happened). The place of origin usually formed the only kind o f headline.
73”Diese Constitution wird, von personen die im stande sind davon zu urtheilen, fUr die weiseste, freyeste, und wttrksamste von alien
regierungsformen, welche alte und neuere zeit aufeuweisen h a t gehahen." NT H Z October 3,1787.
74"welche nicht zuffieden mit ihrem aufgeblasenen verhafiten protest gegen die annahme derselben, sich noch bemQhen ihr vaterland
in all die grausamkeiten eines bQrgerlichen kriegs, durch anstiftung von tumult und aufruhr, zu stflrzen.” NIJTZ March S, 1780.
75"Des achtbaren Herm Gerrys grQnde, warum er die Neue Constitution nicht unterschrieben hat" NULZ. November 28, 1787.
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long article was introduced by this comment: ’’The following is inserted by request. One
hopes that by reading it everybody will remember these words: 'Examine everything,
76

remember the good part."’

Melchior Steiner's Gemeinmitzige Philadelphische Correspondenz started its reports o f the
debate on the proposed Constitution with accounts of the document's reception in Delaware
and o f a pro-constitutional petition in Philadelphia. "The enthusiasm of our citizens in favor
o f this excellent Convention", Steiner reported, "has never been greater except for the
77

enthusiasm that they showed in 1776 for our freedom.”

Even Patrick Henry was

transformed into a supporter of the Constitution by one of Steiner's correspondents.78 As did
the printers o f the Neue Unparthevische Lancaster Zeitung. Steiner printed James Wilson's
pro-constitutional speech in October 1787.79 And in July 1788 readers had a four page
account o f the 4th o f July procession in Philadelphia that mainly celebrated the new
Constitution.80 Steiner in his paper also allowed some space for the Antifederalist position.
But he remained pro-constitutional and followed a strategy comparable to that of the Neue
Unparthevische Lancaster Zeitung. The address stating the "reasons o f the minority" at the
Pennsylvania convention lost all its impact because Steiner separated it into several pieces
and published them one after another.

SI

•

•

The only Antifederal piece that Steiner published

before Pennsylvania ratified the Constitution was picked to pieces in the following edition.

82

76'Totgendes wird auf Verlangen eingerQckL Man hoffet ein jeder werde beym durchlesen sich dieser Worte ermnera: Prfkfet alles, das
gute behaltet
Die Addresse und Ursachen der entgegengesetzten Meynungen, der Minority von der Convention des staats Permsylvanien, an ihre
Constituenten." NULZ. January 2,1788.
77"Der eifer unserer bOrger zum besten dieser vortrefflichen Convention ist nie so groB gewesen, ausser dem eifer, so sie im jahr 1776,
vor unsere freyheit bezeigten." PhC. October 2, 1787.
78"und daB Patrick Henry sich alle mQhe gjebt durch seinen einfluB in selbigem Staate die annahme derselben zu befbrdem." PhC.
October 23, 1787.
79NULZ, October 24, 1787. PhC, November 6, 1787.
80PhC. July 15, 1788.
81The publication started with PhC. January 8,1788.
wIn his edition of October 9, 1787 Steiner printed "An address of the signers of this paper, members of the last House of
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Two months later Steiner could inform his readers that Pennsylvania had accepted the
Constitution.83
The Germantauner Zeitung was a bi-weekly only half the size of the other papers - one reason
why printer Michael Billmeyer could not participate as much in the constitutional debate as his
competitors. But it was he who published the longest articles on the topic while the members of
the Constitution were still debating in Philadelphia. Like other printers he could not supply inside
information because the debates were secret. As constitutional historians know, Billmeyer's claim
that "the unity of the Convention is so complete that it was proposed to call the room where the
Convention assembles United Hall," does not accurately describe the atmosphere of the meeting.84
Whether Billmeyer was shocked about the ensuing struggle over the Constitution or about the
Constitution itself is not known. In any case, after the publication of the constitutional text it took
him until January 1788 to print his first article about it. This was an account about the debate in
several states. Altogether, Billmeyer's reports on the issue were detached and give the impression
of the printer's wish to be nonpartisan in this matter. This detachment is shown not only in the
absence of long articles pro or con the Constitution but also in short announcements about the
progress of the debate in different states. Whereas the Neue Unparthevische Lancaster Zeitung
and the Gemeinnutzige Philadelphische Correspondenz seem to have suppressed most of the
news on Antifederalist success, Billmeyer openly wrote about the Federalists' difficulties in
Massachusetts, Virginia and New York.85

Representatives o f the Republic of Pennsylvania, to their constituents." ("Eine Addresse der Endsunterschriebenen, Glieder des letztem
hauses der Reprisentanten der Republik Permsylvanien, an ihre Constituenten.") PhC. October 9,1787. In the following edition a signer
of the petition for a Pennsylvania Convention for the Constitution heavily criticized this address, even claiming that it was a forgery.
PhC. October 16,1787.
83PhC. December 18, 1787.
^"So groB ist die einigkeit, welche in der vereinigten Convention herschst: dafi vorgeschlagen worden, das zimmer wo sich die
Convention versamlet, die Vereinigte Halle zu neimen." GZ. January 22, 1788.
mGZ. February 5, 1788; June 24, 1788; February 3, 1789.
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The Neue Unparthevische Readinger Zeitung started publication only in February 1789.
The ratification struggle was almost over and only in the last few skirmishes could its printers
show their viewpoint. The paper was strongly Federalist. For example, it commented
enthusiastically on the adoption of the Constitution in Vermont although this region was not
yet legally a state. "This pleasant occurrence cannot be accepted by Americans o f every
persuasion but with the utmost pleasure."
The German printers participated in a debate that, in its essence, was British. Like those of
English-language papers, German federalist printers used "the great and good patriot"
George Washington as a rallying point for the promotion o f the Constitution.

87

That no

German-American "heros" served such a purpose is an indication of the fact that in the
German papers the discussion about the Constitution was a blueprint of the discussion in the
English papers. This view is supported by the feet that more than 90 percent of the ratification
material in the German papers consisted o f reprints from the leading English-language
papers.88 Since translating long articles took some time, the German papers often fell far
behind the quickly moving events o f the ratification process.

89

Moreover, there were no written constitutions or bills of rights in Germany at that time.90
These and other key terms in the debate had been developed mainly out o f English history.
And they had been adopted by the inhabitants of the colonies, whose legal systems were
dominated by English tradition. The unfemiliarity o f many Germans with this kind o f English

^"Diese angenehme Begebenheit, ..., kan von alien Americanem einer jedweden Benennung nicht anders, als mit dem ailergrosten
VergnQgen angenommen werden HRZ. February 2,1791.
87NULZ. August 29, 1787. PhC. January 8, 1788.
88Heideking, "German-language Press." Heideking also scrutinized the English-speaking papers: JQrgen Heideking, "Die
am erikanische Presse und die Verfassungsdebatte der Jahre 1787 und 1788,” American Studies/Amerikastudien 3 0 no.3 (198S): 363412. This article contains a lull list o f American newspapers published during the constitutional debate o f 1787/88.
^Heideking, "German-language Press."
9<*For a comparison of German and American constitutional thought see Hermann Wellenreuther, ed. German and American
Constitutional Thought (New York, Oxford, Munich: B ag , 1990).
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thought was a problem for the printers. They had to translate English ideas and concepts into
German. An impression o f this difficulty may be found from the list of expressions that the
printers

used

for

the

"Regierungsverfassung,"

term
"Foederal

Constitution:
Verfassung,"

"Bundesschaftliche
"Federal

Regierungsform,"

System,"

"Constitution,"

"Bundesschaftliche Constitution."91 The problem of translating English legal terms was not
new for the Germans, though. In 1782 "Ein Deutscher" complained about the high payment
for the office o f counsellor, which he translated as "Wirklicher Rath." He also did not agree
with the high cost for the "Vendue-meister."

92

Both terms, "Wirklicher Rath" and "Vendue-

Meister," are inadequately borrowed from the German language, having the wrong
connotations in the context of the American legal system.
The lack of relevant German legal ideas and concepts in North America was also apparent
during the Revolution. On the issue o f independence, Willi Paul Adams states, "Almost no
public discussion ... took place among the Germans themselves," at least not in their
newspapers.

93

Writing on the new constitution the printers did not publicly discuss German

legal ideas in their sheets.
An exception to this generalization is "A conversation between Jacob and Abraham, two
peasants, and Stoffel Magnus, the schoolmaster" in the Gemeinnutzjge Philadelphische
Correspondenz. The German name "Stoffel" indicates that this piece was not a copy from an
English paper and that it was addressed especially to the Germans, written by one of their
fellow citizens. The piece involves a dispute about the constitution in the German community
between a Federalist schoolmaster, Stoffel Magnus, and an Antifederalist Esquire Murchel.
91Heideking, "German-language Press."
^"das arat eines Counsellors (oder wirklichen Raths) fUr Philadelphia Caunty, wofiir er tlglich 17 Schilling und 6 pens empf&ngt, und
das ami eines Vendue-meisters fur die stadt" PhC. February 20, 1782.
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Stoffel Magnus puts forth as his main argument that the new Constitution would overcome
the lack o f order. "Misuse of freedom,” he says, "is the first step to slavery.”94
The main difference between the German and English papers was that the German printers
appealed to their fellow countrymen. In October 1787 the Neue Unparthevische Lancaster
Zeitung informed its readers that "our German citizens in all parts of the state are in favor of
the united

government.”95 Two

weeks

later the

Gemeinnutzige Philadelphische

Correspondenz celebrated that in Pennsylvania "among the 19 members of the Assembly that
opposed the calling of a convention there is only one German.”96 But the same paper also
appealed to German readers as Pennsylvanians: "By becoming the leader in this business
Pennsylvania will reap the best consequences and the most respect, being the first state to call
97

a convention of the people.”

At least some Germans seem to have acquired higher self-esteem by the competition for
their votes during the constitutional debate. In November 1788 the Neue Unparthevische
Lancaster Zeitung published an article addressed "to the German-American citizens of the
state of Pennsylvania” in which the author complained: "A few months ago when the new
form o f government was first put before the people and the outcome was in doubt it was
rightly said: German fellow citizens and German brothers; but now the new government no
longer ist threatened ...; if they need us again they will probably call upon us."
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93Adams, "Colonial German-language Press," in Press & American Revolution, ed. Bailyn/Hench, 208. See also p. 211.
94PhC, January 8, 1788.
95"unsere Deutsche mitbOrger in alien theilen des Staats, fUr die Vereinigte Regierung sind." NULZ. October 10, 1787.
^"dafi unter den 19 gliedem der Assembly, so sich der zusammenberufung einer Convention widersetzt haben, nur ein (einziger)
Deutscher befindet" PhC. October 23, 1787. See also NULZ. October 24, 1787.
97”Pennsylvanien wird dadurch, dafi es der anfhhrer in dieser sache wird, die besten folgen und die groBte achtung auf sich bringen, als
der erste Staat so eine Convention des volks zusammen beruft.” PhC. October 2,1787.
98,1An die Deutsch-Americanischen Einwohner des Staats von Permsylvanien. (...) Vor einigen - monathen da die neue Regierungsform
dem volck zuerst vorgelegt wurde, und der ausgang der sache in zweifel stund, da hieBe es mit recht: Deutsche nutburger und Deutsche
mitbruder, aber die neue regierung ist nun ausser gefahr und was wollen wir mehr; Wenn sie uns wieder brauchen werden sie wohl
rufen." NULZ. November 19, 1788.
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It is difficult to measure what impact the constitutional debate had on the Germans and how
they voted in the end. In 1787 the Neue Unparthevische Lancaster Zeitung claimed about
Berks and Northampton County: "These old counties, mostly inhabited with Germans, ...
have proved themselves steadfast friends of the Constitution." Nowadays modem methods
of election research render it at least problematic to speak of a "shift of the German vote"
which "made it a lot easier for Federalist leaders to get the Constitution ratified" in
Pennsylvania or to argue that "The great majority of Germans in Virginia also opted for the
Constitution."100 To infer individual election behavior from aggregate data always risks
producing ecological fallacies. It is also important to take into consideration the likelihood
that ethnicity was only one explanation for peoples' pro - or anticonstitutional attitudes, if it
was an explanation at all. Perhaps other factors such as economic success or geography are
much better explanations.

""Diese aften caunties die meistens mit Deutschen bewohnt sind, haben sich als standhafte freunde zu der Constitution ... erwiesen."
NULZ. October 10, 1787.
100Heideking, "German-language Press."

5. "Do they still not realize that the times have changed?”:
The German Element in the Elections101

Professor Robert L. Brunhouse claims that the German-Americans o f the early national period
carried little weight in the political scale mainly for three reasons.

102

First, their religious split into "church people" (Lutherans and Reformed Protestants) and
pietistic groups (for example Moravians, Mermonites, Schwenkenfelders) resulted in lack of
organization. But in tom s of the numbers involved this split appears to be of little importance. At
the end of the eighteenth century only about 20 percent of the Germans belonged to pietistic
groups. If the "church people" had been well organized they still could have commanded about
one fourth of Pennsylvania's total population.

103

Brunhouse's second reason is the Germans' failure to produce important political leaders.
Frederick A. Muhlenberg is supposed to be the only exception. And even Muhlenberg "lacked
popular appeal and entertained little respect for the mentality" of his own people, a statement that
needs qualification.104 For Muhlenberg it might have made more sense, not to concentrate on the
Germans or, in Kurt Lewin's term, to be a marginal leader, in his effort to become politically
successful. Furthermore, there were other important political leaders among the Germans, such as
101This chapter will not ask for the party-affiliations o f the German-language printers. For this topic see the biographies of the
printers in appendix B.
102Brunhouse, The Counter-Revotution.2-3.
103The German religious shift was rarely reflected in the German-language papers' articles on the elections. An article by "a
correspondent” in the Hamsburger Morgenrdthe indicates that religion had an influence on the elections, but this is almost undetectable
in the papers. The correspondent wrote about the election in 1799 "that the religious jealousy did not have any influence in this election
any more.” ("dafi der Religions-Neid gar Iceinen Einflufl in diese Wahlen tnehr hat") HM. November 5, 1799.
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Muhlenberg’s brother Peter, Michael Leib, David Rittenhouse, Daniel and Joseph Hiester, and not
least the German printers.
Brunhouse's third reason is the Germans' lack of information. Most of them, he claims, could not
read English, and in the 1780s the circulation of the Philadelphische Correspondenz - for many
years the only German-language paper - was confined to several hundred copies.105
Brunhouse's conclusion that the Germans carried little political weight at the end of the
eighteenth century cannot be proved on the basis of German-language newspapers.106 Even the
exploration of the extant election data will probably not render useful conclusions because of the
total lack of data on individuals.

107

But within this chapter we can at least describe what Jacob

Lahn, his colleagues and their correspondents thought about the Germans’ ’’weight" in the
elections and how they acted on their opinion.
In writing about the many polls of the first two decades of the American national period, the
German-language papers resembled the English. They argued along almost the same lines; there
were almost no distinctive German arguments. To this observation there are two main exceptions.
According to Brunhouse the 1788 election for the national House o f Representatives was
"the first time that returns are available which show that the Germans threw off* the party
leadership and voted on lines o f nationality" in Pennsylvania.

108

At least, some o f their leaders

wanted the Germans to do so. Originally the Federalist ticket for 1788 contained only one
German (Frederick A. Muhlenberg), the Antifederalist ticket contained two (Peter
Muhlenberg, Daniel Hiester) - not enough, some Germans thought. Therefore they proposed
104Brunhouse, The Counter-Revolution. 3. (see also p. 161)
105Ibid., 3. He does not give any source for this estimation about the circulation o f the paper.
106Also the following chapter on Fries' Rebellion gives information about the German weight
10Brunhouse, The Counter-Revolution. 218. See also Andreas Dorpalen about the gubernatorial election of 1799 in Pennsylvania
and the presidential election o f 1800. Andreas Dorpalen, "The German Element in Early Pennsylvania Politics, 1789-1800: A Study in
Americanization," Pennsylvania History 9 (1942): 190.
108The data used by Brunhouse is not sufficient to confirm such a statement On the election procedure see the same author.

30

that three candidates should be put on each ticket. In November 18, 1788 the Gemeinniitzige
Philadelphische Correspondenz published an account of a meeting which had been held five
days earlier by "different Germans.'1 Participants complained about the listing of only one
German on the "Lancaster ticket" (Federalist ticket) and asked: "Does that not downgrade
the character of the German?"
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They called upon their fellow German citizens not to accept

any ticket "that does not contain at least three Germans."110 As a first result o f this campaign
three Germans were put on both tickets. Frederick A. Muhlenberg was added on the
Antifederalist ticket, his brother Peter and Daniel Hiester were added on the Federalist ticket.
This campaign for the Germans was mainly carried in Steiner's Gememmitzige
Philadelphische Correspondenz. The Neue Unparthevische Lancaster Zeitung and the
Germantauner Zeitung were not involved.111 Referring to the few Germans on the election
tickets "Senex" exclaimed in the Gemeinnutzige Philadelphische Correspondenz that "heaven
shall prevent that this unusual condescension will neither mean war nor dear time! Do they
still not realize that the times have changed?"112 The following week "A German Watchman"
("Ein Deutscher Wachter") again appealed to German sentiment. "This time, brothers," he
wrote, "prove that you are Germans, that you uphold your honor, and that you know how to
defend it. Brothers, it is the last hour: be united for three Germans, be keen for the German
honor."113 Finally all three candidates were elected.
German sentiment seemed to be high in 1788 anyway. In October James Asch, candidate
Brunhouse, The Counter-Revolution. 6-9,180-181,218.
109"HeiBt das nicht den Character des Deutschen aufe tiefste emiedrigen?" PhC. November 18, 1788.
no"W a h lz e tte ld e r nicht zum wenigsten drey Deutsche enth&lt” PhC. November 18, 1788.
11'There is no German-language evidence about Bartgis' position. The topic was also discussed in the English press. See for example
"To the German Inhabitants,” a handbill translated in Packet. November 19, 1788. Or "A German Federalist” in the issue o f November
24, 1788; cited by Brunhouse, The Counter-Revolution. 29S.
m "Der Himmel verhQte mir, dafi diese ungewdhnliche Herablassung nicht Krieg und theure Zeiten bedeuten! (...) Merken Sie dam
noch nicht, dafi die Zeiten sich verdndert haben.” PhC. November 18, 1788.
113"Dismal, BrQder, beweist, A>R ihr Deutsche seyd, dafi ihr auf eure eigene Ehre haltet, und dafi ihr sie auch zu behaupten wifit (...)
Bruder, es ist die letzte Stunde. seyd einig f&r drey Deutsche
seyd eifiig ftkr die Deutsche Ehre." PhC. November 25,1788.
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for sheriff in Philadelphia, publicly had to contradict the rumor "that I have talked rude about
the Germans, that I could do without their votes and their help."114 Such charges about a
candidate were not new. In 1782 for example "A foe of slandering tongues" defended
Frederick A. Muhlenberg against an article o f "Verus" and claimed: "if we can push people of
our own nation into public offices ... who are capable of doing the job and who economize so
that we do not have to complain about them, then it is an honor for our nation."115
Almost ten years later Frederick A. Muhlenberg was again the center o f a similar discussion
on the German vote. "It is in no way my intention to maintain," "AB C." wrote, "that in
every instance Germans should favor Germans or that they shall vote a man into an office
merely on the basis of his being German. However, if we possess German men having
capacity and merits and of whom we are certain that they will succeed in the offices for which
they are proposed and that they will advance the common good, only then it is a duty for
Germans to vote for Germans."116
The Germans' complaints of discrimination, mostly expressed in the Gemeinnutzige
Philadelphische Correspondenz. were not unchallenged. In 1791 the proposal o f Muhlenberg
as candidate, published first in an English paper, gave "A B C." the opportunity to claim: "this
contradicts every suspicion o f national partisanship."117 Two years later, when Muhlenberg
ran for governor, an anonymous author in the General Advertiser claimed that the German
had been proposed only because of his nationality. The author o f the article, which was

114"Dafi ich auf eine unanstandige Art von den Deutschen gesprochen, dafi ich ohne ihre Stimmen und HQlfe seyn kfinte" PhC. October
14, 1788.
115"werm wir von unserer eigenen Nation Leute,..., in offentliche Aemter bringen konnen, "die gut haushalten, dafi wir nichts Qber sie
zu klagen haben und die der Sache gewachsen sind, so ists allemal eine Ehre fur unsere Nation" PhC. December 10, 1782.
U6"Es ist keineswegs meine Absicht zu behaupten, dafi Deutsche in alien Fallen Deutschen den Vorzug geben, oder einen Mann bios
deswegen zu einem Amte erwahlen soiten, weil er ein Deutscher ist, ... Wenn wir aber Deutsche Manner haben, die Fahigkeiten und
Verdienste besitzen, von denen wir gewifi wissen, dafi sie denen Aemtem, wozu sie in Vorschlag gebracht sind, Ehre machen, und dem
gemeinen Besten Nutzen schaffen warden, nur daim ist es Pflicht ftir Deutsche, Deutschen ihre Stimme zu geben" PhC. October 7, 1791.
u7"dis widerlegt alien Verdacht einer National Partheylichkeit" PhC. October 7, 1791.
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translated for the Gemeinnutzige Philadelphische Correspondenz. detected that the Germans
had developed an ambition for office which implied that they regarded only themselves as
able to steer the ship of state. The unknown author declared "that the High Germans of this
state seem to want to acquire all the profitable offices in the State for themselves."

118

The

Chestnuthiller Wochenschrift also translated this piece and commented: "And you are
squinting Brutus. Accidental thoughts of the translator" .119 So was the author, who looked on
Muhlenberg's candidacy with sick eyes, expected to be a German? The "translator" probably
would not have called him "Brutus" if he had been English.
Muhlenberg was not successful with his campaign in 1793. He lost to Thomas Mifflin In
1796 again Muhlenberg ran for governor. This time there was no printer who invited the
Germans to vote for their fellow citizen. Whereas in 1793 Muhlenberg got at least one third
o f the votes, in 1796 he suffered a catastrophic defeat and received not much more than 3
.

percent.
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The printers' appeals to vote "German" were mainly in the late 1780s and early 1790s. Later
authors still appealed to the Germans - for example by comparing themselves to "Herman",
the soldier who fought the Romans in the "Teutoburger Wald." In this way they tried to
influence the German voters but they did not directly call on them to vote for Germans.

121

Brunhouse's claim that the Germans carried little weight in the political scale seems to be
wrong. But obviously they were not strong enough to control the scene. Furthermore, except

I18"dafl die Hochdeutsche in diesem Staate Neigung zu haben scheinen, als gedachten Sie alle eintragliche Stelle im Staale sich allein
zuzueignen." PhC. July 9, 1793. See also Harry Marlin Tinkcom, The Republicans and Federalists in Pennsylvania. 1790-1801: A
Study in National Stimulus and Local Response (Harrisburg: Pennsylvania Historical And Museum Commission, 1950), 135. For
further appeals to vote "German" see PhC. October 11, 1791; August 21, 1792; October 9, 1792. NULZ, May 1, 1793. CW. May 28,
1793.
119"Und du schilest Brutus. (...) ZufiUlige Gedanken des Uebersetzers." CW. June 16, 1793.
120In 1793 MGhlenberg lost with 10,700 votes against 19,590. Three years later Mflhlenberg got only 1,011 votes against Mifflin's
30,020. Tinkcom, Republicans and Federalists. 138,159.
121RA. October 2. 1798.
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for the time around 1790 most of the printers regarded other qualities, such as allegiance to
the newly emerging political parties, as more important than nationality.
Besides nationalistic appeals German-language papers deviated from the English in another
way: German printers believed that the Germans were not well enough informed about the
election procedure. Therefore they tried to explain it to their readers.122 Again and again the
printers complained about "how the honest Germans were deceived for their votes."

123

"Are

not there hundreds in Pennsylvania who were deceived," "Germanicus" asked, referring to the
Germans, "who turn in ballots on which entirely different names were inscribed from those
that they wanted."124 And in 1799 "A friend o f free elections" reported that "the friends of
Mr. Ross" wanted to divide the Republicans by advising the Germans to vote for the popular
Peter Muhlenberg instead o f Thomas McKean even though Muhlenberg was not a
candidate.

125

"A correspondent" o f the York Gazette complained that on election days the

Germans often were forced to ask for help from those people who had a command o f the
English language instead of those whom the voters thought to be the most honest and
judicious. The only advice the correspondent could give his fellow citizens was to teach their
children to write and read English - strange advice for an article in a newspaper that could
only survive if the Germans continued to speak and read German.
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122HM. October 1, 1799. N1JT.7. October 3, 1798. RA, May 14, 1799; May 21, 1799; November 11, 1800. GZ, September 4, 1786.
The printers often complained that not enough Germans went to the elections. See for example PhC. October 7, 1791. NULZ. September
23, 1789.
I23"wie die ehrlichen Deutschen urn ihre Stimmen betrogen werden" RA. September 11, 1798.
124”Werden nicht viele hundert in Pennsylvanien betrogen, die oft Zettel eingeben, auf welchen ganz andere Namen stehen, als sie
eingeben wo hen." RA. July 11,1799.
123ln 1799 the Republican Thomas McKean ran for Governor in Pennsylvania against James Ross. LC. July 22, 1799. See also
Muhlenberg's letter in HM. October 1,1799.
126"no other alternation than to advice every German citizen, as expediditiously as possible, to teach his children to read and write
English during their early youth, "("kein anderes Mittel, als einem jeden deutschen Burger zu ralhen, alien seinen mochlisten Fleifi zu
verwenden, seine Kinder in der frOhen Jugend das Englische lesen und schreiben lemen zu laBen.") YG. June 10, 1796.

6. "Who would not like to be a ’Reading Blue*?”:
The "German" Fries* Rebellion

Rabble-rousers were not the kind of people Jacob Lahn liked, and it seems that almost without
exception his Goman colleagues agreed with him. At the end of the eighteenth century printers
often had to write about upheavals. They reported on Shays' Rebellion in Massachusetts and
about how the Wild Boys were beaten. Their readers received news from the Wyoming Valley
and learned about the unrest in Vermont. The printers wrote about a "dangerous rebellion o f the
negroes" ("gefahriichen Aufstand d o Neger") in Virginia, gave their view on the "Whisky
Rebellion" and on the soldiers who demonstrated in front of the Pennsylvania State House.127 At
the turn of the century they informed their readers about upheavals against the new stamp act and
against the Federalists' alien bill.
The printers mostly argued against these revolts and asked for harsh measures to repress them.
The Neue Unparthevische Readinaer Zeitung complained about "runaway debtors, criminals,
Shays' supporters" and demanded that "immediate and decisive measures should be taken against
them ... Because of the lack of vigor we must witness bandits revolting against law and order in all
regions of our country."

The Gemeinnutzige Philadelphische Correspondenz regarded rebels as

"bandits” ("Banditen") or "bad people" ("schlechte Leute"), and in 1784 "Ein Permsyivanier"

127PhC. Mav 29.1792.
128,,entlaufenen schuldnem, verbrechem, anh&nger des Schays, ... (...) Unmittelbare und entscheidende maasregeln, solten gegen sie
genommen werden, ... Aus mangel dieses nacfadrucks tnOssen wir Banditten sich gegen Geseze und gute Ordnung in alien gegenden
unsers landes auflehnen sehen." NULZ. September 12, 1787.
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exclaimed: "I wish by no means to incite my fellow citizens to commit irresponsible violence."129
The Neue Unparthevische Readinger Zeitung observed of the Whisky Rebellion that "no well
regarded man has had the smallest part in this commotion."130 One and a half years earlier the
same printer advised the complaining producers of brandy not to rebel against the state but to
cheat it. In a fictitious conversation between a brandy distiller and a lawyer the latter advises, "on
a Sunday secretly take your Bible into your distillery and take a ceremonial vow not to make a
true return to the inspector as long as you live."131
Insurrections seem to have been unpopular with most Americans in the early republic. At least
most newspapermen did not like them. Those involved were branded political foes. "Pacificator"
for example offered one of the first interpretations o f the causes of the Whisky Rebellion.
Last year the president of the German Jacobins in Philadelphia ... aroused the people
against our government by making them believe all upper level bureaucrats are
lawabiding and always join together to suppress the people. Such incitement of the
people against all authority brought the western rebellion into bang.132
The political condemnation o f upheavals became quite intense at the turn of the century with
•

•

Fries' Rebellion.
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In 1798 Congress tried to prepare the country financially for the war with

129PhC. September 11, 1787; September 27, 1791.
"Ich wtlnsche keineswegs meine mitbQrger aufzuwiegeln, unverantwortliche gewaltthatigkeiten zu begehen" PhC. March 30,1784.
13°'’nicht ein einziger angesehender Mann im geringsten einigen Afitheil an diesen Tumult gehabt" RZ. Febraury 12, 1794. One of
the very few pieces that seems to express some sympathy with the whisky distillers is an ironic artice by "Halt’s Maul". But he by no
means calls for an insurrection. RZ. August 13, 1794.
131°nimm an einem Sonntag deine Bibel heimlich in deine Brantweinbrennerey, thue ein feyerliches Geltlbde, niemalen so lange du
lebst, einen wahrhaften Return, an den Inspector zu machete" RZ. January 20,1793.
132"Der President der Deutschen Jacobiner in Philadelphia hat deswegen lezteres Jahr das Volk gegen unsere Regierung angereizt,
indem er dasselbe glauben machte, als ob alle Obrigkeits-Beamten, keine rechtschaffene Manner wdren, sondem sich immer
untereinander verbanden das Volk zu unterdriicken.
Durch diese Aufhitzung des Volks, gegen alle Obrigkeit, entstand die Westliche Rebellion." RZ. October 21, 1795
For the "German Democratic Society", which was meant by "German Jacobins," see Tinkcom, Republicans and Federalists. 23,82-84.
133For an account o f the rebellion see Peter Levine, "The Fries Rebellion: Social Violence And The Politics O f The New Nation,"
Pennsylvania History 40 (1974), 241-258. Levine gives a brief introduction about the historiography on collective violence in
America. He refers to the court records, a few English newspapers and secondary sources. It seems as if he did not use any German
language papers - which were probably the papers of many of the rebels.
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France that many Americans feared. The government imposed a tax on lands, dwelling
houses and slaves. Commissioners were appointed to separate the states into districts and to
select assessors. Their duty was to draw up enumeration lists. These lists were to specify the
location of dwelling houses, their dimensions, the number of floors and the number and
dimension of their windows. The latter requirement gave the assessment the nickname
"window tax." Almost at the same time a second act was approved which laid a direct tax o f
two million dollars apportioned among the several states in accordance with current
assessments. The Pennsylvanians in the House were divided, favoring the acts by votes of
seven to two and seven to three respectively.
Opposition to the tax began in Berks, Northampton, Montgomery, and Bucks counties
when the assessors started to compile the information. Officials were attacked and deprived
of their assessment lists. To quell the disorders the Philadelphia marshal was sent to arrest
the "insurrectionists." He apprehended 23 o f them, whom on March 12, 1799 a band of
horsemen led by John Fries forcibly removed from custody in Bethlehem. Therefore
President John Adams issued a proclamation commanding the insurgents to disperse, and he
called out the militia. Shortly after the proclamation Fries and his aides submitted to the
authorities. Nevertheless the militia was sent into the revolting counties. Several o f the
leaders were arrested and four o f them, including Fries, received the death penalty but were
lata* pardoned by the President.
The German papers had good reason to write about this incident. Most o f the insurgents
were of German descent: Fries' rebellion seems to have been a German rebellion. Was it
explained this way to the readers o f German-language newspapers in America?
The federalist Neue Unparthevische Readinaer Zeitung and the Deutscher Porcupein
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lamented that "the arrested persons are of German descent - and it is to be regretted even
more that the former good name of the Germans is sullied by the epithet of rabble-rousers as a
result of this rebellious behavior in the different counties."134 As for the leader of the insurrection
the printers had to admit that "to our disgrace he is a German, and his name is Fries."135
But despite the ethnic character of the insurrection the German printers regarded party lines as
more important for evaluating the rebellion.

136

There is a clear-cut difference between the

responses of Federalist and Republican papers, although only slight differences between German
and English papers. The Republican papers rarely mention that the upheaval was "German." The
Harrisburger Morgenrothe and the Lancaster Correspondent wrote about the feet only in
137

response to an article by the Deutscher Porcupein.

How important the ethnic dimension in this conflict really was cannot be determined from
examination of newspapers alone. But the conclusion of Peter Levine, who has written about the
rebellion, that "A community ... with a definite ethnic and cultural identification openly resisted
measures and individuals which appeared to challenge its ability to maintain local control" needs
closer examination.
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Levine's evidence rests mainly on a few pages of a 1922 report by James

Owen Knauss, Jr. - a study that was based on an examination of newspapers.

139

Why Levine

believed that a major point o f contention in the rebellion was "that the assessors were not German
and that they spoke only English" is unclear. A few pages earlier he himself wrote that Jacob
m ”die eingezogenen Personen lauter Abkdmmlinge von Deutschen sind - und es ist desto mehr zu bedauem, dafi der ehemalige gute
Name der Deutschen durch dieses aulrQhrische Betragen der Deutschen in denen verschiedenen Caunties, den Anstrich und
beynahmen aufmhere bekommet" RZ. April 17, 1799. See also RZ, July 3, 1799. DP. January 23, 1799; May 8, 1799; May 29,
1799.
135"zur Schande ist er ein Deutscher, und sein Name ist Fries." DP. March 20, 1799.
136This evaluation was shared by many contemporaries. See Levine, "Fries' Rebellion," 244.
137HM. May 28, 1799. LC, July 13, 1799. The following year the Readineer Adler talks about the Germans who suffered by the
upheaval. RA, May 27, 1800; The Philadelphische Correspondenz reported about Reading that "foe Germans in this county have been
in turmoil for some time" ("Die Deutschen in diesem Caunty sind seit einiger Zeit in einer Gihrung gewesen") PhC. June 4,1799.
138Levine, "Fries' Rebellion," 254.
139James Owen Knauss, Jr., "Social Conditions Among foe Pennsylvania Germans in foe Eighteenth Century, as Revealed in foe
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Eyerie - a German - was the principal assessor for Northampton.140 The ethnic dimension of the
Fries Rebellion has yet to be definitively explained.
More has been written about the rebellion along party lines. Republicans held the
Federalists responsible for the upheaval.141 Referring to James Ross, the Federalist candidate
for governor in Pennsylvania, "The Old Citizen" complained "that before the insurrection he
[Ross] and his loyal adjutant Addison contributed much to lead the citizens astray."142 "Ross
and his comrade Addison", "Salomon" exclaimed two weeks later in a fictitious dialogue,
"were the main characters who openly said to the people: The tax is an unjust thing, they
should defend themselves against it, and if they were to kill a tax officer Ross and Addison
would defend the culprits in court free of charge."143 Christian Jacob Rutter's Lancaster
Correspondent also blamed "the English faction" for the instigation of the upheaval.144 But
most harshly criticized was Jacob Eyerie of Northampton, a former unsuccessful candidate
for Congress and principal tax-assessor for that county.
The Harrisburger Morgenrothe reported the mutual and years-old antipathy between
Eyerie and the German-born priest Eyerman. Being drunk in the tavern "Wirtshaus hinter
dem Blauen Berg" the priest showed off by declaring that he would shoot the person that
would demand the tax from him with a "pistol in front o f his head." Eyerie supposedly heard
about this threat, and according to the Harrisburger Morgenrothe "the consequence was that the
Marshal from Philadelphia soon came and arrested him (Eyerman) while he was just holding a
German Newspapers Published in America," The Pennsylvania German Society Publications XXIX (1922). Unfortunately I could not
get this important work in Germany.
14°Levine, "Fries' Rebellion," 244,254.
141According to Tinkcom Fries himself was a Federalist. Tinkcom, Republicans and Federalists. 217.
142"dafi er <Ross> und sein getreuer Adjutant Addison vor der westlichen Insurrection nur zu viel beygetragen haben, die Einwohner
daselbst irre zu fhhren." HM. August 20, 1799.
143"Ross und sein Camerad Addison, ..., waren die hauptvorgagner, die dem Volk Offentlich gesagt haben: der Accis sey eine
ungerechte Sache, sie solten sich dagegen wehren, und wenn sie schon einen Accis Beamten wurden umbringen, so wollten sie umsonst
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funeral oration."145 According to the Deutscher Porcupein Eyerie had been in Wilkes-Barre in
the beginning of January "and announced to the citizens that it seemed necessary to call the
militia" for enforcing the tax law.146
The Antifederalist printers did not mourn when Eyerie, who seems to have been a
Moravian, passed away on May 11, 1800, in Nazareth. Instead the Readinger Adler reminded
his readers in a quite uncommon obituary "that Mr. Eyerie carried the accusation into the
grave that he had been the cause of the great disaster that happened to many German families
in this area.
•

* U *
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The emphasis in the German-language press on personal animosities as reasons for the
uprising leaves doubt about Levine's thesis that the rebellion was a response "to the growth of
the national state." Closer to the reality seems his remark that the uprising was "a defensive
response by a communal group directed at representatives of those who held national power."
Individuals, for example Eyerie, Fries or Eyermann, seem to be at least as important in this
case as such factors as "the growth o f the national state" or "organized groups." Such
emphasis of course endangers Levine's thesis that Fries' Rebellion was a "violent action as a
rational form of political behavior utilized by those whose role in ordinary politics appears
threatened." Did this "distinct group" act with grass-roots spontaneity? I would agree that it
did but I would also suggest that the spontaneity was directed in certain ways by their group's

in der Court vertheidigen." HM. September 3, 1799.
1^"English faction" ("englische Faction") refers to Federalists who favored Britain in foreign policy rather than to ethnic distinctions.
"Pistole vor den Kopf schiessen wolle ... die Folge davon war, dafi bald hemach der Court Marschall von Philadelphia ankam, und
ihn gefangen nahm da er eben eine Leichenrede hatte” HM. October 15, 1799.
146"und zeigte den Einwohnem an, dafi es den Anschein habe, die Miliz wflrde aufeurufen erforderlich seyn, um dieses Gesetz in Kraft
zu bringen" DP, January 9, 1799. The article was copied by the Neue Unparthevische Lancaster Zeitung on January 16, 1799.
147"dafi er die Ursache an dem vielen Unheil gewesen, so den zahlreichen Deutschen Familien in jener Gegend begegnet ist" RZ. May
27, 1800. For more information on Eyermann see: RA. May 8, 1799. DP, October 31, 1799. See also RA. May 20, 1800. HM, June 9,
1800.
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leaders.148
Religion also is a category that must not be underestimated in the evaluation o f the
rebellion. First, the Moravian Eyerie was defended at least by some of the Brethren. In June
1800, after Eyerie's death, Benjamin Mayer's Die Harrisburger Morgenrothe Zeitung
commented on a writing which he suspected to be from a Moravian: "Because o f the
accusation, with which he was charged during the last year's sad disturbances, he always
remained confident that he had acted as an honest citizen."149
Second, the Lutheran priests Heinrich Chr. Helmuth and Christian Endress, both from
Philadelphia, were accused of speaking against the upheaval in their church. "You dared,"
Mayer copied from the Philadelphische Correspondenz. "to declare from the pulpit that the
angel o f God had drawn and raised his sword in the counties o f Montgomery, Bucks, and
Northampton and all that remained was to strike and bloodshed etc. would have been the
consequence.

„150

Both the Deutscher Porcupein and the Neue Unparthevische Readinger Zeitung published a
letter by Helmuth on April 10, 1799 in which the author asked the Germans to stop the riot.
"A citizen of Northampton" ("Ein Northamptoner Burger") responded in the Englishlanguage Aurora and called the minister a "calumniator" ("Ehrabschneider"). The article was
copied by the Deutscher Porcupein in April 17, 1799.151
The Republican printers had to be careful in writing about the rebellion to avoid charges of

14®Levine, "Fries' Rebellion," 247,248,251,258.
149"Wegen der Beschuldigung, womit man Ihn in den traurigen Auftritten der letztjahrigen Unruhen belegte, blieb er immer getrost,
und war Qberzeugt, dafi er darin gehandelt hatte, wie ein rechlschaffener Burger handeln muBte." HM. June 9, 1800.
130"Sie haben es gewagt von der Kanzel zu erklaren, "Dafi der Engel Gottes in denen Caunties Montgomery Bucks und Northampton
sein Schwerdt entbldsset und erhoben hatte, und dafi nichts weiter mangelte als blofi den Streich zu geben, wovon Blutvergiessen ec. die
Folge gewesen seyn wQrde." HM. December 15, 1800.
131The article "The Church is in danger” deals with Helmuth's and Endress case. ("Die Kirche ist in Gefahr") in DP, May 5, 1799. See
also a piece by 'Constantius' against upheavals for religious reasons, a copy from John Fenno's English-language Gazette o f the United
States.
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seditious libel under the Sedition Act of 1798.

152

Although they did not openly defend the

insurgents, they did not condemn them outright either. They seemed to have been anxious to
limit the damage done by the rebels. After publishing President John Adams' demand that the
insurgents disperse, the Readinger Adler and the Harrisburger Morgenrothe reprinted an
article from the Aurora, the leading Antifederalist paper, against the expedition of the
militia.153 "Did the people who were armed disperse, yes or no?" the author asked.
"Unquestionably they did and went home before the day determined had passed."154
In the German-Antifederalist press the revolt was described as an unnecessary and minor
event. The insurgents were characterized as "bewitched people who were led astray" or as
"so-called" rabble-rousers.155 The Philadelphische Correspondenz called the revolt a
"misunderstanding" ("MiBverstandnis"), and a year later the Readinger Adler looked back on
"what brazenly had been called a treasonous rebellion."156 "We do not see that any violence
was committed except by a woman who poured hot water on the head of an assessor when
he was busy measuring her house," the Harrisburger Morgenrothe claimed. The insurrection
was often called "hot-water-war".
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When the rebels were arrested, the Republican papers tried to quiet things down and asked
for lenient treatment. The papers reported the insurgents' trials, and especially the
132That the printers were always aware o f this threat is revealed by Jacob Schneider's remark that nasty people read his paper with
political magnifying glasses "eager to find something therein that they could call sedition" ("..., begierig etwas darin finden zu kdmmen,
was sie Sedition nennen kQtmten, ..."). RA. May 20, 1800. Levine does give sufficient consideration to the Sedition law when he writes
that "spokesmen on both sides agreed that all those who had violated federal law be brought to justice." Levine, "Fries' Rebellion," 246.
133Adams' note in RA, March 19, 1799. HM, March 26, 1799.
134HM. April 9, 1799. RA, April 2, 1799.
133PhC. April 2, 1799. HM. May 7, 1799. That the participants in the insurrection were, as Levine claims, regarded by Federalist as
well as by Antifederalist presses as "common rabble” is not true in case o f the German-language papers. References to individuals as
"ignorant," "uncultivated" or "drunken" did not appear "with similar frequency in the presses of both parties." Levine, "Fries' Rebellion,"
244. Even in the Federalist Deutscher Porcupein the insurgents were called "seduced Germans." DP, May 15, 1799.
136PhC. April 9, 1799.
"was man schamloser Weise verralherischen aufstand genannt hat" RA May 27, 1800.
137HM. March 26, 1799. Other accounts by the Antifederalist, but especially by the Federalist papers take the event more seriously, see
for example HM. March 19, 1799. PhC. March 19, 1799. R A March 12, 1799. Gottlob Jungmann soon after the beginning of the
upheaval threatened: "Tremble you native fries and rebels!" ("Einheimische Feinde und aufruhrer zittert!") RZ. March 13, 1799. See
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Harrisburger Morgenrothe. but also the Westliche Correspondenz. wrote against sentencing
Fries to death for treason. The Harrisburger Morgenrothe even compared Fries with the
American President John Adams who during the Revolution opposed authority, too.

158

A

week earlier the Harrisburger Morgenrothe cited the Westliche Correspondenz in declaring:
"You can say about treason what you want, and I stretch the interpretation o f the law as far
as the artfulness o f an advocate can do, I am not persuaded by anybody yet that Fries et al.
really are guilty of high treason."159 When Fries was condemned to death for treason, the
Harrisburger Morgenrothe complained that the sentence was "not according to the law: his
sentence must be based on another ground."160
The Philadelphische Correspondenz gave a clear hint of the printer's attitude towards this
lawsuit when it was argued in a piece on advocates, which followed a report on the first of
Fries' trials, that it would be better if ten guilty persons were not sentenced than if one
innocent person was convicted.161 In October 1799 the Harrisburger Morgenrothe wished
that the court would acquit Eyerman.

162

While in prison the "hot-water fighters" had the

support of the Republican papers, and when the prisoners were released the papers wrote
about the celebrations.163
This support does not mean that any of the papers, whether Federalist or Republican,
approved the upheaval - to do so would have been dangerous because o f the Sedition act.

also RZ, March 3, 1799 and DP, March 20, 1799; April 3, 1799.
158HM. June 30, 1800.
15S>HN, June 23, 1800. See also HM, May 7, 1799.
160"nichl durch die Law geschehen: Sein Urtheil muB auf einem andem Grund beruhen" HM. May 21, 1799.
161PhC. May 21,1799. Fries was tried twice before he was finally sentenced to death.
162HM. October 15, 1799.
163On the treatment and on the death of two convicts in prison see the following articles: RA. May 27, 1800; November 4, 1800;
November 25, 1800; January 17, 1801; LC. January 24, 1801; HM. November 10, 1800; November 17, 1800; January 26, 1801;
February 2, 1801.
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Although some printers complained about the tax, they never asked their readers to revolt.164
Once a law is passed, "A true American" declared in his ninth piece in the Readinger Adler.
"then support of the law and obedience to it is the duty of every true American."165 Three
months later the paper complained: "It is certainly pitiful for every good Republican that the
tax laws of Congress were opposed in Northampton County."166 Referring to the French
Revolution the Philadelphische Correspondenz and the Harrisburger Morgenrothe warned
citizens against rebelling:
The true American believes that a rebellious mob is a destructive monster that is
similar everywhere and in all countries, America not excepted ....
The abominable murders, that have been committed during the French Revolutions,
are not to be attributed to the Nation but to a rebellious mob167
And Benjamin Mayer's Harrisburger Morgenrothe commented on the Fries trial
that it is the highest grade o f foolishness that Fries opposed the government by force.
Until now we still had our free elections, and as long as we can preserve them I will
not only subject myself to the laws but will also give others the advice to do the
same.

168

The Deutscher Porcupein printed publications by John Adams and by William McPherson,

164For comments on the tax see: LC, June 14, 1800. PhC. January 29, 1799; February 12, 1799; February 26, 1799; January 1, 1799.
(This article is a copy from the Yorktauner Gazette that comments positively on the tax.) RA. December 2, 1800.
165"so ist UnterstOtzung des Gesezes und Gehorsam dagegen die Pflicht eines jeden wahren Americaners" RA. December 25, 1798.
166”Es ist gewis ftlr jeden guten Republicaner eine bedauemswQrdige Sache, daB man sich in Northampton Caunty d o n Tax-Geseze
des Congresses widersetzt h at" RA. March 26, 1799. The same text appeared in HM. April 2, 1799.
167"Der wahre Americaner glaubt, daB ein aufruhr des Pdbels ein zerstorendes Ungeheuer sey, das sich Oberall und in alien Ukndem
ahnlich ist, auch in America nicht ausgenommen. (...) Die abscheulichen Mordthaten, welche bey denen franzdsischen Revolutionen
begangen worden, sind nicht der Nation zuzuschreiben, sondern wurden von dem aufruhrischen Pdbel ausgeubt" PhC. January 1, 1799.
1S8"daB es die hochste Stufe der Thorheit sey, daB Fries sich mit Gewalt der Regierung wiedersetzt hatte." Wir haben ja bisher noch
unsere freye Wahlen und so lange wir dieselben erhalten, werde ich nicht allein selbst mich den Gesetzen unterwerfen, sondem auch
andem es anrathen." HM. May 19, 1800. See also HM. April 2, 1799. Mayer and Fahnestock were the only printers who dared to hint
that upheavals might be justified under certain circumstances. See their discussion on "unconditional" obedience to the authority with
Gottlob Jungmann. HM. June 4, 1799. RZ, May 29, 1799; June 19, 1799.
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the commander of the militia, ordering the people to stop the rebellion.169 The Neue
Unparthevische Readinger Zeitung let "An old soldier" ("Ein alter Soldat") ask the people to
return to their ploughs and even published a poem against the insurrection.

170

A correspondent of the Philadelphische Correspondenz. which together with the Lancaster
Correspondent was the least biased of the Antifederalist papers, asked for troops to quell the
riot.

171

•

•

But this cry for armed force was mainly read in Federalist papers. Protest against laws

is allowed "only in the form of petition" asserted the Deutscher Porcupein in 1798.

172

But

when western Germans in 1799 rioted against the tax law, although the papers had tried to
explain it to them, Jacob Lahn declared: "The minority has to submit to the majority, it has to
be kept in check by military force."

173

Also Gottlob Jungmann called for armed forces m his

paper, and when the troops finally left Reading he exclaimed: "Who would not like to be a
Reading Blue,' a volunteer for his fatherland and a sincere friend of his government?"174
Jungmann, however, stayed home and fought with his press.

169PP. March 27, 1799; April 17, 1799.
170RZ, April 17, 1799.
171PhC. April 2, 1799.
172wN ut allein mit Bittschriften" DP. February 14, 1798.
173"Die Minoritat mu6 sich unterwerfen, durch militarische Gewalt im Zaum gehalten werden." DP. May 15, 1799. Six weeks earlier
the paper had already called for a second western expedition (after the expedition against the whisky rebels) DP, April 3, 1799.
The law was explained in DP. December 12, 1798; January 23, 1799 (copy from the Peimsvlvanische Correspondenz). RZ, December
5, 1798; December 19, 1798.
174"Wer wollte nicht ein Readinger Blauer, ein freywilliger seines Vaterlandes und ein aufrichtiger Freund seiner Regierung,... seyn?"
RZ. April 3, 1799. See also RZ, March 27, 1799.

6.1. "The evil that vour stinking eagle caused":
The Printers* Role in Arousing the Insurrection

In March 1799 Jungmann commented that the leaders of the upheaval tried "to free their heads
from the noose.”175 But whom did he regard as the leaders? Whereas the Republicans blamed the
Federalists the latter retaliated against their political foes, against the "Jacobins” from the cities
who "by their nasty persuasion" excited the people.
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The German-language Federalist papers,

mainly Gottlob Jungmanris Readinger Zeitung. wrote against their competitors, especially against
Jacob Schneider's Readinger Adler. Already in 1798 Jungmann complained about the disaster that
"newspapers can cause when carried on under the leadership of men with treacherous and corrupt
177

principles."

A few months later Jungmann wrote:

that various of the assessors of the new tax found ... that in every house where a
Readinger Adler was to be seen its inhabitants either showed unruliness or abused the
assessors. Jackchen! Jackchen!... How can you explain the evil that your... stinking eagle
has caused in this region!178
In 1801 Jungmann reported that the convicts were free
In spite of Schneider's and all other rebellion-newspapers,... And in spite of their inciting
175"ihren Kopf aus der Schlinge zu ziehen." RZ. March 20, 1799.
176"durch ihre bosartigen Zureden" RZ. March 27, 1799.
i77"zeitungen verursachen kSnnen, die unter der Anfiihrung von mannem von verratherischen oder verderbten und gefShrlichen
GrundsHtzen betrieben wird." RZ. August, 22,1798.
178"dafi verschiedene von den assessors der Neuen Taxe, ... gefunden haben, daB wo und in jedwedem haus ein Readinger Adler zu
sehen war, die Bewohner derselben entweder Widerspenstigkeit gezeigt, oder die Assessors beschimpft haben. Jackchen! Jackchen! <not
translatable curse> (...) wie willst du das uebel das dein ... stinkender Adler in dieser Gegend angerichtet hat, einmal verantworten
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these ignorant prisoners from Northampton to revblt,... and almost brought some of them
to the gallows.179
In his English paper Jungmann claimed "that since his imprisonment Fries has given evidence that
the announcements in the Aurora and the inflammation pieces in the Readinger Adler ... had been
the causes of his frill."

180

The author of a letter printed in the Deutscher Porcupein seconded

Jungmann's attack on the Antifederalist printers and declared that he would send all the
"frenchman-printers" ("Franzosendrucker") on a ship to their brothers in France.181
Jacob Schneider was not only attacked with words by his Reading competitor. On April 20,
1799 a group from Col. Montgomery’s light horsemen from Lancaster entered Schneider’s
printshop, brought the printer to their commander and gave him several lashes on his back for
,
H2
writing a report against their unit. But Schneider did not admit that his paper had a great impact
•

•

on the insurgents. He claimed that "there was not a single subscriber to our newspaper among all
of the prisoners; there is 18 miles between Fries and our next subscriber, and even up until this
hour we do not send a angle newspaper into the area of Quakerstaun."183 Furthermore the printer
maintained that "none of our subscribers was involved in the Northampton aflair". Thai Schneider
counterattacked.184 He accused Jungmann of cruelty against the convicts and complained that his
adversary had not signed a petition for the pardon of the rebels' leader, that he had even called for

konnen!" RZ. January 16,1799.
l79"Trotz Schneider's und aller Aufruhrs-Zeitungen, ...: Und, Trotz aller ihrer Aufhetzereyen womit sie diese Unwissenden
Northamptoner Gefangenen zum Aufruhr bewegt,
und einige von ihnen beynahe an den Galgen gebracht haben" RZ, Febraury 4,
1801. See also RZ. January 9, 1799; April 3, 1799.
1S0"daB Fries seit seiner Gefangenschaft ausgesagt hat, die Bekanntmachungen in der Aurora, und die entzundende Stucke in dem
Readinger Adler...., waren die Ursachen seines Falles." Cited after a copy in RA. May 20, 1800.
181DP, May 15, 1799.
182See RA, April 9, 1799; April 23, 1799; May 7, 1799; May 21, 1799; RZ. May 22, 1799. In the Deutscher Porcupein Schneider's
treatment was described as a "deserved punishment” ("verdiente Strafe"). DP, May 1, 1799.
The rounding up of printers, German or English, was not uncommon during the last decades o f the eighteenth century. Also Gottlob
Jungmann, Schneider's competitor had already been the victim. See RA. July 10, 1798.
183,1Von alien Gefangenen war kein einziger ein Subscriber! unserer Zeitung; Fries hatte 18 Meilen zum ndchsten von unsem
Zeitungs-Subscnbenten, und noch zur Stunde schicken wir keine Zeitung in die Gegen von Quakerstaun." R A May 20, 1800.
184"von alien unsem Zeitungs-Subscribenten kein einziger in der Northamptoner Affaire mitverwickelt war" R A May 20, 1800.
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the death penalty for Fries.185 Jungmanris loss of subscriptions reveals that Schneider's course of
not damning the convicts was more appealing to western Germans than Jungmanris call for the
use of state power against the insurgents.

186

183R A July 1, 1800. See also RA. January 17, 1801. RZ, February 4, 1801. Petitions in favor of the convicts were also circulated by
the Federalists. See HM. May 19,1800.
1^Several notes in Jungmann's paper indicate that he lost subscribers in late 1799 and the beginning of 1800

7. Resume

During the last two decades of the eighteenth century the German-language press in America was
a thriving business. Whereas during the first years of the 1780s there was only one Germanlanguage paper at the turn of the century there were at least 16 (see chart/Appendix A). Granted
that the individual circulation of most of these papers was smaller than that of the sole paper
published in the early 80s (under 2.000 in 1784/see Steiner in Appendix C), the total circulation of
German language papers in America was much higher in 1800 than twenty years before.
Although there are no exact figures, it is safe to say that there was an increasing need for
German-language papers. By satisfying this need the printers with their papers fulfilled several
important functions for contemporary Germans in America.
First of all, the papers fulfilled a function of articulation. Most of the German families were in
America for the first, second or at most third generation As immigrants they had to get along in a
new society, a need that resulted in a process of adaption to and resistance against the new
neighbours and their customs and manners. Not much is yet known about this process in which
the printers as ethnic leaders articulated consent to and dissent from the new society. They
articulated ideas and attitudes that thereby became tangible for everyone. Whereas in the 1780s
the printers, according to their own rhetoric, allowed almost everybody to insert a piece in their
papers, in the 1790s this aspect of "freedom of the press" was abandoned. Despite the feet that
the number of printers was increasing, the function of articulation in print became more
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monopolized.
Connected with the fimction of articulation is the function of transformation (or translation). The
printers transformed Germans into Americans. They transformed their attitudes and ideas by
explaining the new society and their components. They explained what a constitution is and what
Federalists and Antifederalists thought about it. They taught the Germans how to vote or how to
behave in an uprising, such as Fries' rebellion. Sometimes they even advised readers to learn the
English language. On the other hand, the printers had also the fonction of preservation. They
preserved "German" culture, especially German language.
Furthermore, the German papers had a fimction of mobilization. During the constitutional
debate as well as before elections or during the Fries' rebellion, most of the printers were partisan.
They tried to mobilize their readers for their viewpoint. The arguments they used show that the
new culture as well as the old was usable as (pull-factors). Whereas the constitutional debate was
British in its essence, the articles on some elections at the beginning of the 1790s were dominated
by "German" arguments. But other than these election debates there were almost no outbursts of
Germanism.
AH these functions - articulation, transformation and mobilization - helped to fulfil another
fimction, that of stabilization By explaining the new world, by integrating the newcomers and by
making them participate in the political and cultural life the newspapers made the whole society
more stable. Also ckiring and after Fries rebellion the papers cooled emotions down.
The increase of German papers during the 1780s and 1790s does not only reflect the
preservation of German culture but also the growing need of the German-Americans for
fulfillment of these functions.

Appendix A: Availability of the German-language papers
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Appendix B
The Printers and T heir Papers

During recent decades important bibliographic works have been completed on early Germanlanguage American imprints. For many years Oswald Seidensticker's 1893 bibliography was the
standard work on German-American printers.

I87

Succeeding generations of bibliographers

continued to publish addenda and supplements, but mainly two more recent works by Karl Arndt
and Reimer Eck and by Kari Arndt and May Olson have improved our knowledge about the
topic.
Only few years ago the two volume The First Century of German Language Printing in the
United States of America by Karl Arndt and Reimer Eck was published in Gottingen188 It lists
monographs and almanacs from 1728 to 1830. Unfortunately a third volume on German
American broadsides has not yet appeared. The authors collected about 1100 to 1200 items,
whereas Seidensticker mentioned only 60 broadsides.

I89

Karl Arndt and Reimer Eck excluded

newspapers which Kari Arndt and May Olson covered in The German Language Press of the
190

Americas.

.

•

This last and Clarence S. Brigham's History and Bibliography of American

187Oswald Seidensticker, The first Century of German Printing in America 1728-1830 (Philadelphia: Schaefer & Konradi, 1893;
repr., New York: Kraus Reprint Corporation, 1966)
188Karl John Richard Arndt and Reimer C. Eck, The First Century of German Language Printing in the United States of America
(Gottingen: Niedersachsische Staats- und UniversitStsbibliothek, 1989) 2 vols.
1S9The authors collected about 1100 to 1200 items, whereas Seidensticker mentioned only 60 broadsides. Therefore much new
information can be expected from this volume. See Amdt/Eck, First Century. XI.
190Karl J R. Arndt and May E. Olson, German-American Newspapers And Periodicals 1732-1955. The German Language Press of
the Americas, vol. 1 (Munich, K.G. Saur, repr., New York: Johnson Reprint Corporation, 1965) 2nd. revised edition.
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Newspapers. 1690-1820 were my starting points for identifying sources.191 On the availability of
the papers see appendix A
Although the following biographies are incomplete, some tendencies are obvious. More and
more printers who started their busines in the late eighteenth century were bom in America
instead of Europe. Second, an increasing number of papers were written by editors, and third,
many German printers also started publishing English-language papers.192

Albrecht Johann (Jacob Lahn. Anton Stiemerl: Johann Albrecht was bom in Bethlehem,
Pa., in 1745. He learned the printing trade with Christopher Saur II and came to Lancaster in
1787. There, together with Anton Stiemer and Jacob Lahn, he published the weekly Neue
Unpartheyische Lancaster Zeitung und Anzeigs Nachrichten. the first paper to survive the
probationary period in Lancaster.193
Albrecht's partner Jacob Lahn, who seems to have been the main editor of the paper most of the
time, was bom in Frankfort (am Main) on October 23, 1747.194 According to the Readinger

19,Clarence S. Brigham, History and Bibliography o f American Newspapers. 1690-1820 (Worcester: American Antiquarian Society,
1947). Clarence S. Brigham, Additions and Corrections to History and Bibliography of American newspapers. 1690-1820 (Worcester:
American Antiquarian Society, 1961). For almanacs, monographs and broadsides see Charles Evans, American Bibliography: A
Chronological Dictionary o f all Books. Pamphlets and periodical Publications printed in the United States o f America from the genesis
of Printing in 1693 down to and including the year 1820 (Chicago: The Author, 1903-59) 14 vols.. Roger Bristol, Index of Printers.
Publishers and Booksellers indicated bv Charles Evans in His American Bibliography (Charlottesville: Bibliographical Society of the
University o f Virginia, 1961). Roger Bristol, Supplement to Charles Evans’ American Bibliography (Charlottesville, 1970). Ralph R.
Shaw and Richard H.L. Shoemaker, American Bibliography. A Preliminary Checklist for 1801 (New York, 1958). For newspapers
that are available on microfilm or microcard see the Microfilm index o f the Library O f Congress.
l92For the emerging editorship see Frank Luther Mott. American Journalism: A History. 1690-1960 (New York, 1962), 114. For the
English-language papers see chapter 2.
193This paper was the first published in Lancaster that survived what might be called the experimental stage. Like most other
German-language papers o f that time, it was a four page sheet, and the 9 1/2 x 16 inches pages contained three columns. The first issue
of the weekly, to be published every Wednesday morning, could be read on August 8, 1787. A prospectus had been published on June
5, 1787. PhC June 26, 1787. This prospectus could not be found at the Lancaster County Historical Society when I was there during
the summer o f 1990, although other items whose ownership Bngham attributes to Mrs. A.K. Hostetler came to the society. See also
F.R. Difienderffer, "Early German Printers o f Lancaster And The Issues O f Their Press," Papers Read before the Lancaster County
Historical Society VIII no.3 (January 1, 1904): 53-74. On the prospectus see AK. Hostetler, "A Newspaper Relic," Papers read before
the Lancaster Countv Historical Society XXII no.5 (May 3, 1918): 77-86. The prospectus was translated into English by F.R.
Diffenderfer Papers read before the Lancaster County Historical Society I no. 3, 77. Mainly on the advertisements o f this paper writes
F.R. DiffenderfFer, "An Early Newspaper," Papers read before the Lancaster County Historical Society XI. no.5 (May 3, 1907): 175194.
194See obituary in AS. January 28.1801.
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Adler. Lahn was a member of the nobility and had "risen to the rank of a corporal or sergeant in
the German troops."195 He came to the United States around 1772/73, moved to Lancaster in
1787.

196

Before coming to that town, where he opened a school, he taught "languages and

sciences" in Philadelphia197 He had also been a bookseller. At the end of the century Lahn was
called "baron of bhitwurst" by the Republican printers.

198

On April 12, 1788 Albrecht's second partner, Anton Stiemer, passed away of "chest-dropsy"
("Brust-Wassersucht"). He was only 24 years old.

199

The business was continued by the other

two. In September 1789 they moved from Queen-street, dose to the courthouse, into Princestreet, close to the jail.200
With the issue of January 3, 1798 the paper was renamed Der Deutsche Porcupein und
Lancaster Anzeigs-Nachrichten after the main Federalist paper, William Cobbet's Porcupine's
201
Gazette. DiffenderSer argues that "with the change of the name went also a change of politics.
The paper was no longer non-partisan, but adopted violent Federal principles."202 But the
Lancaster paper had been Federalist before it was renamed. The new name was only an explicit
recognition of its allegiance. One reason for the new name seems to have been the hope for new
subscribers, although the printers conceded in the first issue of the new paper that the 'German
Porcupein' "may not flatter himself to get more than three thousand subscribers within a brief
195"unter den deutschen Truppen zu dem Range eines Chorporals oder Feldwebels gestiegen, ...". Schneider does not say which
German troops he meant RA. December 26, 1797. The claim that Lahn had been a member of the nobility needs to be controlled by
other sources - perhaps in Germany. Lahn himself never mentioned any title of nobility in his paper.
196See obituaries in AS. January 1, 1801. RZ. February 4, 1801.
197PhC. October 22, 1782.
198RA- December 12,1797.
199At this point Stiemer’s parents were still alive. He had a sister. See obituary in NULZ, April 15,1788.
Diffenderfefs claim that Stiemer (whom he calls Steiner) died on April 18, 1788 is wrong. See Diffenderfer, "An Early Newspaper,"
176.
200NULZ. October 7,1789.
201For a prospectus see RA. November 28, 1797.
A good account on Cobbet is given by S.M.W. Bass, "William Cobbet," in Dictionary of Literary Biography: American Newspaper
Journalists. 1690-1872 e d Perry J. Ashley, 103-117.
The idea of naming a newspaper after Cobbet's Porcupine's Gazette seems to have been a promising undertaking. In February John
Albright & Co. proposed the publication o f an English Weekly Porcupine. DP. February 14, 1798.
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period, as the English did."203 The Per Deutsche Porcupein was edited now by "Albrecht &
Comp.," which still stood for Albrecht and Lahn.204
Jacob Schneider, printer of die Readinger Adler, suspected that the Deutscher Porcupein was
supported by the English faction, and he claimed that Lahn "could not said his newspaper to as
many places for free as he does if he did not have the support of the English."205 This charge was
denied by Albrecht & Lahn two weeks lata-.206
Like another Federalist paper, Gottlob Jungmanris Readinger Zeitung. in 1799 the D a
Deutsche Porcupein seems to have lost subscribers, especially among Mennonites.207
In 1800, after William Cobbet had become quite unpopular with many Americans and had
already "fled" to Britain, the D a Deutscha Procupdn was renamed again D a Amerikanische
Staatsbothe. und Lancasta Anzeigs-Nachrichten208 To hold their subscribers Albrecht and Lahn
had to dissociate themselves from the unpopular Englishman. One letta w rita who signed
himself"Someone from Lebanon" reassured the printers, that "the German Porcupine w as.. very
different from the English one."209 It is likely that the printers wrote this article themselves. Only
four weeks afta "Someone from Lebanon" had informed them "that the name Porcupein is not
well regarded any more in my (area)" they renamed the papa.210

202Diffenderffer, "Early German Printers," 71.
203"darf sich nicht schmeicheln, in einer kurzen Zeit Qber drey tausend Subscribenten zu bekommen, wie der Engiische" DP. January
3, 1798. Figures about the circulation o f the G om an papers are rare. On January 17, 1798 the P er Deutsche Porcupein reprinted an
article from Cobbet's paper in which it was claimed that the rumor, according to which the German Porcupein had already lost 1200
subscribers was wrong - which indicates that the number of the Porcupein's subscribers was higher than 1200. DP. January 17, 1798.
In 1795 about 2000 copies o f the Neue Unparthevische Lancaster Zeitung were printed. Arndt/Olson, German-American newspapers.
537.
204RA. December 26,1797. Brigham's claim that Lahn retired at this point is wrong Brigham, History and Bibliography vol. IL, 969.
205"kdnte er ohne UnterstQtzung von dot Engiischen, seine Zeitungen nicht an so viele Orte umsonst schicken als er thut" RA.
December 26, 1797.
206PP. January 10,1798.
207RA, Febraury 5, 1799. HM, August 13, 1799.
208The first issue was published on January 1, 1800. Fes’the discontinuation of the D o- Deutsche Porcupein see also PhC. January
14, 1800.
209,1P er Deutsche Porcupein war .. himmelweit von dem engiischen unterschiedene, ... (...) ... daB der Nahme Porcupein in meiner
Gegend wenig mein gilt (...) So viel von einem Lebanoner.” DP, December 4 and 18, 1799.
210"daB der Nahmen Porcupein in meiner Gegend wenig mehr gih" DP. December 4, 1799.
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Lahn, who had one daughter, died on January 23, 1801 211 Albrecht continued the
paper until his death on August 15, 1806. Afterwards the paper was continued by
members of the Albrecht family until about 1833.
"Johann Albrecht & Co.", according to Diffenderfer, were the German public printers
of the state in 1797, 1800 and 1801.212

Allen: See Wyeth, John.

Bailev. Francis: Francis Bailey, bom circa 1735, was the eldest son of the Scotch-Irish
Robert Bailey and his wife Margret McDill, who were the owners o f a large farm in
Sadsbury township, Lancaster County.

213

Francis was destined for the carpenter's trade

by his father, but about 1753 the boy apprenticed himself to the Ephrata music-printer
Peter Miller.214 In 1771 he opened his own printshop in Lancaster.
According to Diffenderffer, Bailey was a zealous patriot who during the Revolutionary
era stood high in the favor of the state authorities. He did most o f the printing for the
Provincial Council and then for the state until 1790. According to the Colonial Records
of December 2, 1779 an order o f £ 4,873,6 was drawn in his favor for work done for the
Council. As official printer to the Congress o f the United States and the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania he became, according to Joseph T. Kingston, "America's foremost
publisher."

215

After living in King Street, Lancaster, for 10 years, Bailey returned to

211obituary in AS. January 28. 1801.
212DifFenderffer, "Early German Printers," 70-71. Amdt/Eck, First Century. 493 (1266).
213Diffenderffer, "Early German Printers," 61.
214On Miller see Samuel H. Ziegler, "The Ephrata Printing Press," The Pennsylvania German Folklore Society 5 (1940): 7.
215Joseph T. Kingston, "Francis Bailey, Printer," Historical Papers and Addresses of the Lancaster County Historical Society XLVIII
(Lancaster, 1944): 131-134.
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Sadbury in 1797, where, about 1800, he built a large stone printing office.216 There he
followed his craft until 1815. Mercantile printing seems to have been a large part o f his
business.
Although Diffenderffer claims that Bailey "published no newspaper" in Lancaster,
Brigham lists him as the printer of Das Pennsvlvanische Zeitungs-Blat published in that
town in 1778.

217

The paper supported the cause o f the American patriots vigorously.

In 1775 Francis Bailey first issued the Entirely New and Improved North American
Almanac, which he probably turned over to Jacob Bailey in 1783.

218

In 1787 the almanac

again changed owners, passing into the hands of Albrecht & Lahn.219 They continued it
into the early years o f the nineteenth century. Bailey, who was also the editor o f the
English Freeman's Journal, died in 1815.

Bailev. Jacob: see Dickson

Bartgis* Matthias (Bartgis. Matthias!:

220

Bartgis was the printer who brought

bilingual printing into the back parts o f Maryland and Virginia. His Lutheran Palatine
father Michael Bartges, a tanner and later an innkeeper, had arrived in Philadelphia in

Amdt/Eck, First Century. 1780 (536), vol 1.
217This large quarto size weekly was established on Febraury 4, 1778 and discontinued with the issue o f June 24, 1778, no.21. Bailey
was also the editor o f the Freemans Journal. Brigham, History and Bibliography, vol II, 873. Diffenderffer, "Early German Printers," 62.
218On Jacob Bailey see Diffenderffer, "Early German Printers," 67.
219The fact that the almanac seems to have been sold gives the impression that these little booklets made money. Important for the
printer: he received the money when the almanac was sold, whereas he often had to wait for years to be paid for his newspapers - if he got
the money at all.
220See Joseph Towne Wheeler, The Maryland Press 1777-1790 (Baltimore, 1938), 57-62. Felix Reichmann, "German Printing in
Maryland, A Check List, 1768-1950," Reports. Society for the History o f the Germans in Maryland XXVII (1950): 9-70. Dorothy
Mackay Quynn, "Baltgis, lost Newspaper," in Biographical Notes of Papers of the Biographical Society of America LV (1961): 1-4.
Sigffed Taubert, "Zur Geschichte des deutschen und deutschsprachigen Buchdrucks und Buchhandels im Ausland," Bdrsenblatt fur den
Deutschen Buchhandel (edition of Frankfort) IX no.60 (1953): 373-374.
A good report on Bartgis is Klaus G. Wust, "The English and German Printing Office: Bilingual Printers in Maryland and Virginia"
Society for the History o f the Germans in Maryland 32 (1966): 24-37.
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1748. Matthias Bartgis was bom in Lancaster on June 3, 1759. He was apprenticed to
Wiliam Bradford, and as a 17-year old he briefly served in the army.
Bartgis was set up in business by his father. In 1776 he made his appearance as a
printer in Lancaster, where he published his German almanac. Although the almanacs of
1778 and 1779 still bear the address of Lancaster, Bartgis moved to Frederick, Md.,
probably during the latter part o f 1777.

221

There, beginning in October 1785, he

published the bi-weekly Bartgis Marvlandische Zeitung. It was probably discontinued in
1789. The paper sold for five shillings.

222

The following year Bartgis started his first

English paper, The Maryland Chronicle or the Universal Advertiser. It was followed by
several others which he established with different partners in Virginia and Maryland.

223

In June 1789, two years after starting the publication of his Virginia Gazette and
Winchester Advertiser he announced his intention to establish a German-language paper
in Winchester, Va. On August 5, 1789, he informed his future subscribers that complete
German printing equipment had arrived.224 The first issue was supposed to leave the
press on September 2, 1789, but it is doubtful if the paper appeared as scheduled. The
paper, o f which no copy remains in the archives, probably did not last longer than a year.
Wust argues that it failed for lack o f readers.

225

Beginning with the issue o f January 5, 1793 Bartgis published the bi-weekly Bartgis
General Staatsbothe. again in Frederick. The paper, which was probably published in a

221Diffenderffer, "Early German Printers," 66.
222BMZ. February 18, 1789.
2 2 3 F o t more information on his English papers see Wust, "English and German Printing Office," 24-30.
224Klaus G. Wust, "German Printing in Virginia: A Check List, 1789 - 1834," Report o f the Society of the Germans in Maryland
(Baltimore), XXVIII (1953): 55. On the conflict between Bartgis and his Winchester Competitor Bowen see Klaus G. Wust, "Matthias
Bartgis' Newspapers in Virginia," American-German Review 18 (1951): 17.
225Wust, "English and German Printing Office," 27,28. At another point Wust claims that it can be assumed that the German
newspaper was probably issued for at least six months if not a year. Wust, "German Printing," 55. See also Klaus G. Wust, "Matthias
Bartgis' Newspapers in Virginia," American German Review 18 (1951): 16 - 18.

reaction to Samuel Saur's attempt to establish a German paper in Baltimore, sold for 11
Shillings 3 Pence in Philadelphia.226 It was issued every other Wednesday. The last issue
is dated December 21, 1793. According to Wust, the paper "avoided partisan politics."

227

In 1787 Bartgis printed the German translation o f the proceedings of the constitutional
convention commissioned by the Maryland General Assembly.

228

He died on April 6,

1825.

Barton. Thomas: see Jungmann, Gottlob

Baumann. Johann (John): see Ephrata.

Billmever. Andreas:

On July 25, 1799 Andreas Billmeyer established the strongly

Federalist weekly P er Volksberichter in York. According to Carter and Glossbrenner,
the paper ran for four years.

229

Probably in 1804 Billmeyer entered into a partnership

with Christian Schlichting.
The minister Jacob Goring and a certain Laub, who seems to have been a tax collector,
were full or at least part editors of the paper.

231

226PhC. March 19, 1793. Bartgis hoped to discourage Saur, who was trying to solicit one thousand subscribers before starting a
newspaper in Baltimore. Wust, "English and German Printing Office," 28.
According to Wust the price was seven shillings sixpence, which indicates that the difference of 3 shillings 9 pence was for postage to
Philadelphia. Wust, "English and German Printing Office," 29.
227Ibid, 29.
228Amdt/Eck, First Century. 280 (671).
229Carter and Glossbrenner, "History of York County," 1834-98 (cited after Brigham, History and Bibliography, vol II, 992,993). The
last issue located is that o f Febrauiy 25, 1802, no. 134.
For the Federalist orientation see for example articles copied by the Deutscher Porcupein. DP, August 28 and November 11, 1799.
230see the biography o f Mayer, Salomon
231RZ, April 23, 1800, January 14, 1801. HM. August 13, 1799; August 18, 1800; January 20, 1800; August 20, 1799.
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Billmeyer, Michael:

In 1784 the well-to-do Peter Leibert, a Dunker, together with his

son-in-law Michael Billmeyer, a Lutheran, established a printing office in Germantown.
The same year they bought from John Dunlap the almanac that had been established by
the first Christopher Saur in 1738. Dunlap had printed it for the last six years.

232

Billmeyer was trained by Leibert, and in 1787 they separated their businesses.233
From February 1785 to August 1787, with Leibert, and from August 7, 1787, until
probably 1799 alone, Billmeyer published the Germantauner Zeitung.234 With the issue of
July 20, 1790, the size was reduced from folio to quarto, and the paper was issued
weekly instead o f bi-weekly.

235

The price remained five shillings but was changed with

the issue o f January 25, 1791, to a half dollar ("Thaler"). According to Seidensticker, the
paper had a wide circulation in several cities. It had 160 subscribers in New York.

236

Whereas in the early 1780s Melchior Steiner did most o f the printing for the Moravians
as well as the Lutherans and the Reformed Church, in 1785 Billmeyer and Leibert
printed the new Lutheran catechism. Furthermore the ministers John C. Kunze and
especially Justus C.H. Helmuth, who in the early 1780s had both been the editors of
Steiner's Gemeinnutzige Philadelphische Correspondenz. arranged the publication of the
Lutheran hymn-book by Leibert and Billmeyer. According to Helmuth, it had been
difficult to find a printer "who was ready and who could undertake this important task at

232see Charles Lemuel Nichols, "Justus Fox A German Printer of the Eighteenth Century," Proceedings of the American Antiquarian
Society 25 (1915): 55-69.
233GZ, Febraury 7, 1786. In 1789 Billmeyer announced that he had moved from the house o f his father-in-law to the house at the
opposite side o f the street GZ, April 14, 1789.
234The paper was established on Febraury 8, 1785. The last issue located is that of December 24, 1793. The paper may have continued
until 1799. In the Neue Unparthevische Readinger Zeitung o f June 5, 1799, Michael Billmeyer gave notice that all back subscriptions to
his paper must be paid immediately. Brigham, History and Bibliography. 852.
For an advertisement "which was not longer than wide” the printers charged seven shillings and six pence, ("die nicht linger als breit
sind") GZ, August 21, 1787.
“ GZ, July 6, 1790. During the first years the paper had been printed every second Tuesday afternoon for five shillings a year. GZ.
February 22, 1785.
236Seidensticker, The first Century. 116.
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his own account and risk.”237 Steiner did not totally lose the support of the Lutherans
and still printed for them.

238

Billmeyer also printed for the Dunkers.

239

Leibert & Billmeyer, later Billmeyer alone, also seem to have had good connections
with the anti-constitutionalist state officials. In 1784 they became the state printers for
the journals of the General Assembly in German.240 In the following year a petition to the
Assembly, mainly from Philadelphians, asked the delegates to make Melchior Steiner the
state printer instead o f Billmeyer.241 Leibert and Billmeyer were accused of not having
taken an oath of allegiance, and of not having supported independence during the
Revolution.242 Furthermore the petitioners claimed that Steiner's paper had the greater
circulation.243 The German papers don't say if the petitioners succeeded.
In 1787 Billmeyer printed the proceedings o f the constitutional convention in German
according to a decree o f the Pennsylvania General Assembly.244 In 1788 Billmeyer
printed the German translation o f the journals o f the Pennsylvania General Assembly, and
in 1790 a German translation o f the new Pennsylvania Constitution left his press.245 In
1792 he printed the German-language journals o f the Pennsylvania General Assembly,
and also from 1793 to 1795 (perhaps even longer). In 1799 he printed the Journals of the
237"der auf seine Gefahr und eigene Kosten dieses wicfatige Werk fiber sich zu nehmen wolte und konte” Helmuth's letter, in the
Germamtauner Zeitung. in which he explains why the Marburger Songbook is abolished and a new American songbook is introduced, is
an interesting document that throws light on the relationship of the Church Germans to the German church. GZ. December 26, 1786.
238Arodt/Eck, First Century. 264 (632). See also on the pages 270,272,278.
239See for example GZ. May 17, 1791.
^A m dt/E ck, First Century. 274 (6S8).
241The public squabble between the printers was not started by Steiner’s but by an English paper. The petition was printed by Billmeyer
Himself in his paper. GZ. February 7, 1786. See also PhC. January 17, 1786; February 14, 1786; February 28, 1786.
Z42Billmeyer denied that he did not take the oath although Leibert probably had not. Interestingly Leibert and Billmeyer dissolved their
partnership a year after the accusations were made. Was this done to save the office o f the printer of the state for Billmeyer? For the testoath see Brunhouse, The Counter-Revolution. 7.
Billmeyer claimed that he has been imprisoned in New York during the Revolution. GZ. February 7, 1786.
243Billmeyer claimed that his paper had 160 subscribers in Philadelphia and that it was sold more frequently than that of Steiner in the
countryside. GZ. February 7, 1786.
244Amdt/Eck, First Century. 282 (676). There was also a translation by Melchior Steiner in 1788, see Amdt/Eck, First Century. 301
(728).
245Amdt/Eck, First Century. 292 (703); 312 (760). Steiner also printed the new constitution in 1790, Amdt/Eck, First Century. 320
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Senate.246 After dissolving the partnership with his son-in-law, Michael Billmeyer, Peter
Leibert printed in German as well as English with one o f his own sons.247

Braun, Michael: See Schlump, Johann Martin.

Brewogel. Jacob:

In 1800 J.D. Breyvogel of Berks County established the Der

Unparthevische Freiheits-Vogel Und Sudbury Zeitung in Sumneytown.248

Briickmann, Carl Andreas: see Jungmann, Gottlob.

Cist, Carl: When in May 1779 the famous revolutionary printer Henrich Miller retired,
he sold his printing business to the Philadelphian printers Melchior Steiner & Carl Cist.249
They

subsequently

published

the

weekly Philadelphisches

Staatsreeister

every

Wednesday morning. The first issue left the press on July 21, 1779, and Steiner & Cist
charged two shillings, six pence a piece.

250

Many columns of the paper were filled with

reports on the War o f Independence. Because o f the high inflation rate the price rose to
5 shillings in September. The subscribers were also allowed to pay in products. In this
case the printers charged goods worth 10 shillings for a paper.

251

The last issue located is

that o f May 24, 1780, no. 29.

(786).
246Amdt/Eck, First Century. 344 (849); 358 (887); 398 (982); 458 (1163); 459 (1164).
247See many entries in Amdt/Eck and an advertisement in the Chestnuthiller Wochenschrift where "Peter Leibert and son" offer "The
Christians Duty." CW. January 10, 1792.
248Amdt/01son, German-American newspapers. 599.
249Amdt/Eck, First Century. 1779. Steiner and Cist had worked together with Miller already at least from 1776 - for example in
printing Tom Paine's Common Sense. Amdt/Eck, First Century. 1776.
23°PhC. July 21, 1799. The paper had small folio size.
251PhC. September 29, 1779.
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After the partnership dissolved in early 1781 Cist moved from the joint office in
Second street into his new domicile in Market Street, between Fourth - and Fifth
street.

252

Cist and Steiner each published almanacs of their own. In 1786 Cist moved into

Rees Street.253
In 1790 Cist proposed the publication o f a German paper called Neue Philadelphische
Zeitung. The paper was supposed to be the first German semi-weekly and Cist promised
to print more news, especially from Germany, than the other German newspapers did.254
The paper was never printed. Cist probably did not obtain enough subscribers because
Melchior Steiner, after learning o f Cist's proposal, adapted his own paper at once.
Beginning with October 1790 he published his formerly weekly paper Philadelphische
Correspondenz on Tuesdays and Fridays. Steiner promised that every issue would
contain something new, important or useful.

255

In 1793 Cist printed "An act for the regulation o f the militia" and in 1799 an act about
the elections in Pennsylvania in German.

256

In 1795 Cist printed the acts passed by the

Virginia General Assembly in German language.

257

Besides his German works Cist also

printed two English papers, the American Herald (Philadelphia, 1784) and the
Washington City Gazette (Washington D C., 1800). In 1784 he even printed a French
sheet, the Courier de l'Amerique (Philadelphia).

Coride, William M.: see Snowden, John.
232see for example Amdt/Eck, First Century. 234 (548).
^ G Z . December 12, 1786. PhC, November 28, 1786.
254NULZ, August 4, 1790. PhC, August 10, 1790.
^ C ist's proposal was dated from July 16, 1790 but Steiner printed it almost four weeks later in the same issue in which he published
his own proposal. PhC. August, 10, 1790.
256Amdt/Eck, First Century. 364 (900) (901); 467 (1185).
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Cossart, Theophilus:

Theophilius Cossart lived "close to the prison and just opposite

to the three green trees."258 He appeared on the scene in Lancaster in 1778, publishing a
German almanac through 1781 or 1782. Afterwards he seems to have moved to
Philadelphia, Chancery Lane.

259

Coupee, Francis: see Schlump, Johann Martin.

Crukshank, Joseph:

From 1782 to 1785 Crukshank published a German almanac in

Philadelphia, Market street.260

Dickson, Robert and William.

In 1796 William and Robert Dickson opened their

printing office in Lancaster. According to Diffenderffer, they published only one German
monograph. In 1799 they founded the English-language Lancaster Intelligencer, which
they published until William Dickson's death in 1823.
•

261

William Dickson also printed in

German together with Jacob Bailey, Francis Bailey's brother.

262

Doll. Conrad. In 1798 Doll published the Sammlung Geistlicher Lieder nebst Melodien
in Lancaster, Pa.263

Amdt/Eck, First Century. 403 (993).
158"nahe bey der Prison, und gerade gegen Ober den drey grOnen B&umen." Amdt/Eck, First Century. 1780.
259Diffenderffer claims that Cossart left after printing the almanac o f 1782, but Amdt/Eck present good evidence that the 1782
almanac was published in Philadelphia. The almanac was named after the one that Henry Miller had published in Philadelphia from
1762 to 1777. Joseph Crukshank gave his almanac the same title in 1782. See Diffenderffer, "Early German Printers," 66. Amdt/Eck,
First Century. 240/241 (567) (568).
260William Reitzel mentions a certain Cruikshank as importer of books. William Reitzel. "William Cobbett And Philadelphia
Journalism: 1794-1800," Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography 59 (1935): 238.
261Diffenderffer, "Early German Printers," 72-73.
262Amdt/Eck, First Century. 348 (859) (860).
263Ammon Stapleton, "Research in the First Century o f German Printing in America, 1728-1830," The Pennsylvania German 5
(1904): 83.

65

Dulheuer. H enry:

According to Brigham, in 1786 a German paper was published in

Baltimore by Henry Dulheuer. Although not much is known about the paper Brigham
claims that it existed.264

Dunlap. John:

265

The Philadelphian printer John Dunlap printed a German almanac

from 1779 until 1784, a continuation of the series which the first Christopher Saur had
started in 1738. Dunlap purchased the confiscated effects o f the Saurs in 1778. In 1784
he sold his interest in the almanac to Peter Leibert and Michael Billmeyer.266 In 1779
Dunlap published the German weekly Die Pennsvlvanische Gazette, oder der Allgemeine
Americanische Zeitungs-Schreiber. The initial issue of Febraury 3, 1779, is the only one
located. The paper cannot have continued long, as the first issue o f Cist's
Philadelphisches Staatsregister. July 21, 1779, claims that at the time no other German
•

paper existed in Philadelphia. The paper sold for two shillings, six pence.

267

John Dunlap, born in 1747, was Irish. In 1757 he was sent to Philadelphia to be
apprenticed to his uncle, printer-bookseller William Dunlap. Eleven years later William
Dunlap sold his business to his nephew. In 1771 Dunlap began publishing the
Pennsylvania Packet, or the General Advertiser which from September 21, 1784, became
the first successful American daily newspaper. In 1773 Dunlap married Elizabeth Hayes
Ellison of Liverpool. Dunlap, who fought in the War Of Independence, was printer o f the
state for some time and he made a fortune by speculating in land. He died on November

264Brigham, History and Bibliography, vol. 1, 237,238.
265For a good biographical record on Dunlap see Dwight L. Teeter, Jr., "John Dunlap", in Dictionary of Literary Biography, ed.
Ashley, 174-178. Teeter does not mention Dunlap's German paper.
26eAmdt/Eck, First Century. 234/235 (549); 252 (600).
267PG, February 3, 1779.
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27, 1812.26*

Eickel: see Keppele

Eohrata Press:

Several books and pamphlets were printed on the press o f the Ephrata

Cloister in Bethlehem, the oldest press of Lancaster County according to F.R.
269

Diffenderfer .

•

•

•

The Ephrata community was a pietist group led by the former baker

Conrad Beissel.
The press seems to have been established around 1742.

270

For many years Benjamin

Mayer was the Ephrata printer. He was mentioned on Ephrata imprints from 1792 to
1798.

271

Beginning in 1800 Johann Baumann seems to have been responsible for the

press.

272

Baumann was bom in 1765. His parents were Catherine Landes and Samuel

Bauman. He married Margaret Fahnestock, who was bom at Ephrata, Pa., on December
8, 1768, and who died December 8, 1809. Baumann died November 9, 1809.273
During the Revolution the cloister was struck by a typhoid epidemic. Shortly afterward
one o f the Ephrata presses was sent to Snow Hill, Franklin County, where another
Ephrata community had been founded.

Fahnestock* Conrad: see Mayer, Benjamin

268Teeter, "John Dunlap", in Dictionary of Literary Biography. 174 - 178.
269DiffenderfFer, "Early German Newspapers," 53-83.
270Ziegler, "The Ephrata Printing Press," 8.
271For further information see Mayer, Benjamin
272Amdt/Eck, F i r s t C e n t u r y . 342 (843), 440,441 (1105-1107), 475 (1207).
273Alfred L. Shoemaker, "The Ephrata Printers," Pennsylvania Dutchman IV, no. 9(1953): 11.
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Fiehrer. Charles: The Hessian soldier Charles Fiehrer joined the Continental Army. In
1789 he set up his English and German print shop in Georgetown. In 1789 he published
the first newspaper in what was to become the District o f Columbia, The Times and The
Patowmack Packet. Nothing is known about the extent of his German printing.274

Fox, Justus: see Saur, Samuel.

Gerrish. George: see Schneider, Jacob.

Gever, Johann: see Steiner, Melchior.

Goring. Jacob: see Billmeyer, Andreas.

Gruber. John:

In 1726 John Adam Gruber emigrated from Marburg, Germany, to

Pennsylvania. He settled in Germantown and married Anne Elizabeth Stiefel.

275

Their

only son John Eberhard Gruber moved to Strasburg, Lancaster County, where he
became a physician and for some time Justice o f Peace. His marriage to Anna Christina
Pein was blessed with eight children. The future printer John Gruber was the eldest son.
John Gruber, bom on October 31, 1768, began his apprenticeship in the shop o f the
Philadelphia printer Carl Cist at the age o f 15. In 1789 he went to the West Indies for a
change o f climate because he had been in feeble health during his youth. There he was
274See Klaus G. Wust, "German Immigrants And Their Newspapers In The District O f Columbia," Society for the History of the
Germans in Marvland:37.
275On the Gruber family see Dieter Cunz, "John Gruber and his Almanac" Maryland Historical Magazine XLVII no.2 (June 1952):

68

engaged as the compositor o f a French newspaper in Santo Domingo, at a time when the
island was shaken by uprisings. Within a year Gruber returned to the United States and
moved to Reading, Pa,. There, from 1793 to 1794 he was co-editor o f Jungmann's Neue
Unparthevische Readinger Zeitung und Anzeigs-Nachrichten.276 In 1795 Gruber seems
to have established his own business in Reading, or what is more likely, in
Hagerstwon.

277

General Daniel Hiester, a famous German Republican, urged Gruber to establish a
German newspaper in Hagerstown, of which the first issue was published in June
1795.

278

The weekly Die Westliche Correspondenz und Hagerstauner Wochenschrift was

published regularly for at least thirty years until about 1830.

279

In 1801 the title of the

paper was Die Westliche Correspondenz. John Gruber, a member o f the German
Reformed Church, was in the Republican camp, and according to Dieter Cunz "he began
immediately to beat the drum for Thomas Jefferson."
an English paper.

280

Perhaps Gruber also published

281

Gruber trained young printers such as Ambrose Henkel, Jacob Dietrich, Adam
Glossbrenner, and Laurentz Wartmann. In 1800 he perhaps entered into a brief

89-102. The article also mentions additional sources. Some of them, such as the Henkel papers at Duke University, have not been used
by Cunz. The diaries o f Dr. Christian Bdrstler, who helped Gruber, might also be interesting. See Cunz, "John Gruber," 92,100-101.
276See Brigham, History and Bibliography II, 970.
277In 1795 he printed a book in Reading. Amdt/Eck, First Century. 406 (1004). Stapleton argues that in 1795 Gruber "located in
Hagerstown" Stapleton, "Research in the First Century," 89.
278The date is calculated from the date o f the earliest issue located, September 28, 1796, no. 6. A new series must have been started in
June, 1799, since the volume numbering of the next issue located, March 12, 1801, is no. 90. This issue is entitled Die Westliche
CotTespondenz. The issue of February 27, 1813, no. 714, is entitled Die Westliche Correspondenz. und Hagerstauner Wochenschrift An
issue o f Dec. 30, 1825 was numbered "31st year, no 27," which would carry the date o f establishment back to June, 1795. See also
Brigham, History and Bibliography vol I, 267,268. Amdt/Olson, German-American Newspapers. 201.
The establishment of the paper does not seem to have been very promising economically. In 1794 only 50 German newspapers were
read in Hagerstown, which came from Lancaster once a week. See Dorpalen, "The German Element," 176-190, 179.
279In 1796 Gruber published his paper every Wednesday morning and he charged his subscribers one "Thaler". In 1801 he charged six
shillings and three pence for his sheet now published every Thursday. WC. September 28, 1796; March 12, 1801.
For the development in the early nineteenth century see Brigham, History and Bibliography vol. I, 267,268.
^ C u n z, "John Gruber," 91. According to Cunz, Gruber "had very strong religious convictions." Cunz, "John Gruber,” 96.
281Ibid, 92.
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partnership with a certain Miller, which, if it existed at all, seems to have been dissolved
•

in the following year.

282

•

Besides his papers Gruber published German and English books

and pamphlets. In the course of his life Gruber had to shift more and more from the
German to the English language, because, as Cunz argued, the process of
Americanization o f the Western Maryland Germans made rapid progress "between 1820
and 1840." Before that time, according to Cunz, the Germans, who had mainly
emigrated between 1730 and 1775, retained their German identity rather strongly.

283

Gruber gained most fame through his almanac which continued even into the twentieth
century. In Virginia it was so popular that no serious attempt was made by Virginia
printers to start their own German almanac.

284

•

This almanac, according to Dieter Cunz,

showed a "complete lack o f interest in Germany."

285

The name Germany itself rarely

appeared in the columns.
In 1811 Gruber accepted his son-in-law, Daniel May, as partner. May married
Rebecca, the second o f Gruber's six daughters. According to Cunz, Gruber died on
December 29, 1857 in Hagerstown.286

Hamilton, William: see Hiitter, Christian Jacob.

Helmbold, Georg, iun

see Melichor Steiner.

Amdt/Eck, First Century. 478 (1217); 491 (1260).
283Cunz, "John Gruber," 93.
284See Wust, "German Printing," 54.
285Cunz, "John Gruber," 97.
^ b i d , 101. According to Miller Gruber died on January 5, 1855 at the age o f 90 years. Daniel Miller, "In ye olden times," The
Pennsylvania German X (1909): 558. Miller, "Early American Newspapers," 52.
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Helmuth, Rev. Justus C. H .: see Steiner, Melchior.

Hiitter was bom in Saxe-Gotha, Germany, on May 17,

Hiitter. Christian Jacob:

1771. He came to America in 1789 and first settled in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.

287

Hiitter's printing office in Lancaster included a bookstore. It stood at the comer of West
King and Market Streets.

288

Although in town only a few months he established his

Republican weekly Lancaster Correspondent in May 1799.
on Saturday mornings.

290

289

The paper was published

The Lancaster Correspondent succeeded the Lancaster

Wochenblatt. which in 1799 had succeeded the Des Landmanns Wochenblatt.291 When
the paper was discontinued with the issue of September 3, 1803, Hiitter claimed to have
had a loss of about $5,000. From Lancaster Hiitter moved to Easton.

292

There he

established the Northampton Correspondent, a paper which was published until 1902.

293

Around 1800 Hiitter made an abortive attempt to sell books to Germany, one of the
early attempts to send manufactured goods to the European continent.294 Also in 1800
Hiitter proposed the

establishment of a

’’highgerman library” ("hochdeutsche

^ S e e Robert E. Cazden, "The Provision o f German Books in America During the Eighteenth Century," Libri 23 (1973): 93,104.
28SIn April 1800 he moved into a house at the comer o f the market and King-street LC. April 5, 1800.
289IX . May, 25,1799. In December 1799 the Deutscher Porcupein wrote about Hotter that "this newcomer.. appeared here just a year
ago" ("dieser Neuling.. kaum ein Jahr unter uns aufgetreten"). DP. December 11, 1799. At another point the same printer mentions that
Hotter had been a "sergeant" ("FShndrich" (sic)). AS. September 17, 1800. Hotter had come to the US around 1788/89. LC. August 2,
1800.
290LC, May 25, 1799.
291Landmanns Wochenblatt had been published in 1798/1799 by William Hamilton and Conrad Wortmann. It was discontinued on
Febraury 19, 1799 after a life o f only one year and was succeeded by the Lancaster Wochenblatt Amdt/CMson, German- American
Newspapers 536,539-540. In May 1799 this paper was continued by the Lancaster Correspondent of which Christian Jacob Hotter was
the owner now. Arndt/Olson, German-American Newspapers. 535. LC, May 25, 1799.
292Diffenderffer, "Early German Printers," 73-74. H0tter*s printing in Lancaster is documented through 1803 and not only through
1802, as Bausmann claims. Lottie M. Bausmann, A Bibliography of Lancaster County. Pennsylvania, 1745-1912 (Philadelphia:
Patterson and White,1917), 34-35. (cited after Amdt/Eck, First Century. 481 (1228).
Already in 1799 Hotter had complained about the small number of subscribers for his paper. LC, November 16, 1799.
293Miller, "Early German American Newspapers," 47.
294On this project see the comment o f the Americanischer Staatsbothe. AS. September 3, 1800.
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Lesebibliothek").295
Hiitter's moderate Republicanism was rewarded in 1800, when he became public
printer for the German printing of the Pennsylvania General Assembly. Other printers,
such as Jacob Schneider or Benjamin Mayer had been more emphatic Republicans, but
Hiitter had the advantage of living in the Pennsylvania capital.

296

Johnson. Beniamin: see Jungmann, Gottlob.

Johnson. Jacob:

This Philadelphia printer had his office in Market Street No. 147.

Only one German issue that left his press during the period under consideration is listed
in Amdt/Eck.297

Jungmann. Gottlob: Jungmann and his partners published the first newspaper in Berks
298

County, the Neue Unparthevische Readinger Zeitung und Anzeigs-Nachrichten.

The

paper became one o f the main German-language Federalist papers. Jungmann, a native
American, whom Republican competitors mocked for his small size, seems to have tried
his fortune in several professions.

299

According to a disrespectful comment o f Jacob

Schneider he was "schoolmaster, musician, servant, servant for a merchant, weaver,

LC. January, 25, 1800.
^A m dt/Eck, First Century. 506/507 (1311,1312). LC. November 22, 1800.
297Amdt/Eck, First Century. 381/382 (949).
298According to the prospectus in the first issue "about half a dozen" newspapers from Lancaster and Philadelphia were sold in Reading
and Berks Caunty. The printers wanted to start the new paper if they got 400 subscribers.
At this time people could still sign their subscription at Joseph Hiester, Esq.. Only few years later Jungmann and Hiester seem to have
been bitter enemies, and it seems that Hiester later supported Jungmann's competitor Jacob Schneider. RZ. February 18, 1789.
The new paper was published every Wednesday morning RZ. February 18, 1789.
299RZ. January 24, 1798; April 3, 1799.
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stocking-knitter, notorious card player, and soldier. "30° Republicans called the Federalist
Jungmann "chimney-sweeper," a profession that obviously did not have the best
reputation.301 Jungmann married into the Moravian family Schwartz.302 At some point he
lived in Exeter.303
Around 1787 he became partner in the Reading printshop o f Benjamin Johnson and
Thomas Barton with the intention o f establishing a German-language newspaper. With
the issue o f August 18, 1790 (Neue Unparthevische Readinger Zeitung und AnzeigsNachrichten) Johnson left the partnership, and with the issue of June 26, 1793, Johann
Gruber replaced Barton, who had left the firm around October 1790.304 In August 1790
the firm moved to Penn Street.

305

During the first years Jungmann's paper seems to have

had a great success, but he had the same problem as most other printers: subscribers
were slow to pay fees.306
In 1791 Jungmann appears to have lost subscribers, who complained that the paper
was filled with adds and printed the news later than Steiner's newspaper. Sometimes
almost three o f the four pages were filled with advertisements at this time. In 1798 even
more subscribers seem to have turned to the Republican Readinger Adler.307

300"Schulmeister, Musicant, Aufwarter, Kaufmanns-Diener, Weber, Strumpf-Strieker, beruchtigter Karten-Spieler und Soldat”
RA,January 30, 1798.
301RA, December 26, 1797.
302See the obituary for his father-in-law Georg Schwartz in RZ. October 16, 1799. It is likely that Jungmann's father was a Moravian
or a member of another pacifist group, since the printer claimed that "every war is against my father's principles.” ("aller Krieg gegen
meines Vaters GrundsStze isL") RZ. April 3, 1799. Jungmann conceded that he fought in the war of independence against the will of his
father. RZ, April 3, 1799.
303RZ. January 14, 1801.
304RZ. September 1, 1790; July 26, 1793.
According to Jacob Schneider's version, Jungmann drove Johnson and Barton out o f the business. RA. January 30, 1798.
Brigham's version that Barton left the firm in 1793 seems to be wrong. RZ. April 4, 1792.
In 1798 the Deutscher Porcupein mentions Thomas Barton "printer in Lancaster" whose child was killed by a loaded wagon. NULZ,
March 21, 1798. See also RZ, March 28, 1798.
305RZ. September 1, 1790.
306In 1796 Jungm ann claimed that his subscribers owed him about 3000 to 4000 "Thaler." RZ. December 28, 1796.
307RZ. November 14, 1798; January 8, 1799. At the beginning o f 1799 Jungmann claimed that he still printed more than 1400
newspapers every month. RZ. January 9, 1799.
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In 1792 Jungmann had become Reading's postmaster.308
From 1793 to 1794 John Gruber was partner and coeditor with Jungmann. In April
1794 they moved into another printshop across the street.309 With the issue of January 7,
1795, Gruber left the firm and the paper continued under Jungmann & Comp.310 A
determined Federalist, in 1797 Jungmann published a translation o f William Cobbet's
"The bloody buoy," a polemical account o f the cruelties of the French Revolution.
1800 Jungmann founded a new partnership with Carl Andreas Bruckmann.

311

In

312

Jungmann also published an English paper, The Weekly Advertiser (1796-1816). 313

Kammerer. Jr.. Heinrich: see Steiner, Melchior.

Kammerer. Sr.. Heinrich: see Steiner, Melchior.

Keppele. Eickel und Comp.:

In September 1799 the Harrisburger Morgenrothe

announced that Keppele, Eickel and Co. wanted to publish a Federalist newspaper,
without giving the name o f the paper.314

Klein. Georg and Reynolds, George:

These two printers were based in Philadelphia's

Carter's Alley on Second Street, between Chestnut and Walnut. In 1784 they published a

RZ. July 4, 1792; July 11, 1792.
309RZ. February 5, 1794; April 23, 1794.
310RZ. January 7, 1795. In 1797 the business was in Callowhill Street, south of the Courthouse. Amdt/Eck, First Century. 435 (1092).
311Amdt/Eck, First Century. 435 (1091). RZ, June 28, 1797; September 13, 1797; October 11, 1797.
312Amdt/Eck, First Century. 486 (1245).
313For a prospectus see RZ, April 6, 1796; May 4, 1796. Brigham, History and Bibliography vol. II, 971,972.
314HM. September 17,1799.
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Lutheran catechism in German.315 In 1801 the Harrisburger Morgenrothe mentions a
"Mr. Klein, printer in Carlisle."316

Krebs:

Stapleton mentions a certain Krebs as publisher o f a baptism and confirmation

certificate.317

Kunze. Rev. John C.: see Steiner, Melchior.

Lahn. Jacob: see Albrecht, Johann.

Laub: see Billmeyer, Andreas.

Leibert, Peter: see Michael Billmeyer.

Lepper. Wilhelm Daniel:

Lepper was a native of Germany who immigrated in 1795.

Probably in 1797 he and Samuel Endredy Stettinius opened a printing office in Hanover,
Pennsylvania.

318

According to Brigham, Lepper and Stettinius established the Federalist

weekly Die Pennsvlvanische Wochenschrift in April, 1797.

319

Some time before 1802,

Brigham claims, Lepper became the sole proprietor o f the paper "as books printed in that

Amdt/Eck. First Century. 256(612).
316It is unclear if there is any connection with Georg Klein. HM. April 6, 1801.
317Stapleton, "Research in the First Century," 84.
318Amdt/Eck, First Century. 430/431 (1075 and 1076).
319For Lepper's Federalism see PhC. July 30, 1800. The printer is mentioned here in one line with Jacob Lahn, Andreas Billmeyer, and
Gottlob Jungmann.
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year bear the name o f William Daniel Lepper alone in the imprint."320 But since 1798 also
Stettinius had published works on his own, as Lepper did later.
paper until February, 1805.

322

321

Lepper continued the

In 1807 he settled in New Lisbon, Ohio, where he started

The Ohio Patriot the following year. Lepper continued the paper for 26 years. On April
5, 1842, Lepper died in New Lisbon.

Liebhard:

323

According to Stapleton, a certain Liebhard published a "High German

A,B,C Book" in 1797.324

Longcope, Samuel: In 1799 Samuel Longcope, editor of an English-language paper in
Easton, advertized his proposal to print a German weekly, in quarto, 8 pages, to be
issued as soon as 300 subscribers were secured. But since the German Federalists, who
would have been the ones most interested in the paper, were so few, the project was
probably abandoned.

Maver. Beniamin:

325

Benjamin Mayer was the son o f Isaac and Catherine Mayer.

326

Until 1798 Mayer had been the Ephrata printer. In 1799, together with Conrad
Fahnestock, he established the strongly Republican weekly Unparthevische Harrisburger
Morgenrothe Zeitung. It was based in Harrisburg, on Chestnut Street.

327

With the issue

320Amdt/Olson, G e r m a n - American Newspapers. 527. No copy o f the paper has been located.
321Amdt/Eck, First Century. 443-444 (1116 and 1117); 491 (1261).
322Brigham, History and Bibliography, vol. II, 856,857.
323Alfred L. Shoemaker, "Hanover Newspapers,” Pennsylvania Dutchman IV no. 12 (1953): 15.
324Stapleton, "Research in the First Century," 85.
325Ethan Allen Weaver, "The 'American Eagle’: the first English Newspaper printed in Northampton County, pa.," PMHB 23 (1899).
Since I could not get this title in Germany this information is from Amdt/Olson, German-American Newspapers. 519.
326Shoemaker, "Ephrata Printers," 12.
327The first issue was published on March 12, 1799. HM. March 12, 1799.
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of August 6, 1799, the partnership was dissolved and the paper was published by
Benjamin Mayer alone. With the issue of August 11, 1800, the title was shortened to Die
328

Harrisburger Morgenrothe Zeitung.

Beginning on May 16, 1801, the paper was

published on Saturday evenings instead of Mondays. Before November 11, 1799, it had
been published on Tuesdays.329 With the issue o f April 13, 1811, Mayer sold out and the
paper was published by Christian Gleim & John S. Wiesling.
On August 24, 1799, the publishers were arrested under the Sedition Act. They were
let out on bail. Even though the partnership had been dissolved a few days earlier
Fahnestock seems to have been arrested, too. The piece for which they were charged had
been printed in May.330
From 1800 to 1802 Benjamin Mayer published the English-language Farmers
Instructor.
Mayer's wife, Salome, died March 25, 1809, in her 55th year. On August 8, 1809 the
Harrisburg Dauphin Guardian announced that Mayer had been married the previous
Tuesday in Paxton to Elizabeth Wetzel, a daughter of Martin Wetzel. Mayer died on
May 18, 1824.332

Maver (Maverk Salomon:

Probably on Febraury 19, 1796, the weekly Die

Unparthevische York Gazette was established in York.333 Brigham and also Arndt and
Olson assume that Salomon Mayer was the founder. But in May 1797 editor Mayer

328The "Die" in the title was often but irregularly omitted.
329H M May 16, 1801; November 18, 1799.
330See HM, August 27, 1799; September 10, 1799; April 28, 1800.
331Brigham, History and Bibliography, vol. II, 858.
332Shoemaker, "Ephrata Printers," 12.
333Miller claims that the paper was first published on October 16, 1795. Miller, "German-American Papers," 73.
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wrote: "With this number 65 the first year of the York-Gazette ends, (d.i.o.) beginning
with the time this editor took over, and the paper was published only in German."334 This
quotation indicates that some change in the paper had taken place with the thirteenth
issue. As the Die Unparthevische York Gazette states on May 20, 1796 Mayer definitely
was the editor. His printing office was in High Street and he sold the paper for ten
shillings a year.

335

At some time between 1799 and January 24, 1800, the publishers

became Salomon Mayer & Christian Schlichting. In 1804 the paper was called Die York
Gazette and was published by Schlichting. The paper was probably discontinued in
1804.

336

Schlichting then entered into a partnership with Andreas Billmeyer who also had

discontinued his paper.

337

Salomon Mayer also published an almanac, according to his own judgment quite
successfully. He claimed that he had printed 15,000 almanacs in 1796, o f which only 500
had not been sold.338
According to Brigham, in 1796 Mayer together with a certain "Plitt" made two
probably abortive attempts to establish newspapers. Under the date o f November 29,
1796, they issued proposals to start a daily at Philadelphia (the first attempt at founding a
daily in the United States) to be called Pennsvlvanische Zeitung und Taglicher Anzeiger.

334"Mit dieser Num. 65 endigt sich das lste Jahr der York-Gazette, d.i.6. von der Zeit an, da der Herausgeber selbst gehandhabet, und
nur in der deutschen Sprache herausgegeben." YG. May 16, 1797. (The translation of this part has to remain somewhat diffuse, because
the German text itself is unclear.)
333YG, May 20, 1796.
336Brigham, History and Bibliography, vol. II, 992.
The issue of May 4, 1798, according to Brigham held by the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Gettysburg, Pa., seems to be lost
(according to a letter from Ms. Sarah Mommert).
The microfilm o f the Die York Gazette that is listed in the Microfilm Index of the Library of Congress can be bought at
IRM-ltd.
PO Box 1777
Harrisburg, Pa. 17105
The company bought out the producer MICOR (IMI).
337Amdt/OIson, History and Bibliography. 605.
338YG. May 30, 1797.
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and a weekly at York and Philadelphia, to be called Pennsvlvanische Zeitung und
Wochentlicher Anzeiger.339
According to Carter and Glossbrenner, Mayer became an officer in the militia in April
1800.340 He died on February 28, 1811, in Winchester, Virginia.341

Neale. Isaac: see Steiner, Melchior.

Penker. Johann: see Schneider, Jacob.

Plitt: see Mayer, Salomon.

Reiche. Carl Christoph: see Steiner, Melchior.

Reynolds. George: see Klein, Georg.

Richter. Gottfried:

The printer Gottfried Richter died on January 15, 1799. The

sources used for this paper do not reveal if he had his own printshop or if he worked for
other printers.342

Ritter. Franz: see Schneider, Jacob.

339See Amdt/Olson, German-American Newspapers. 569.
^ C a rte r and Glossbrenner, "History o f York County," 1834 (cited after Brigham, History and Bibliography, vol. H, 992)
^Shoem aker, "Ephrata Printers," 12.
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Ritter, John:

see Schneider, Jacob.

Saur, Samuel: Saur Christoph: Saur, David:343 The Saurs were the most influential
German printers o f colonial North America. Emmeret F. Bittinger even thinks that the
two first Saurs, Christopher I and II, were the most influential Germans in the
colonies.344 Samuel Saur's paternal grandfather Christopher came to America in 1724.
He settled on a farm in Lancaster County, and in 1728 he was baptized as a Brethren.345
Ten years later he set up a printing press in order to disseminate the doctrines o f his
church.346 Some years earlier Benjamin Franklin had failed to establish a German
newspaper, but Saur was successful. The printer's outfit was presented to him by
Brethren from Berleburg (Germany). Although he obtained support from the Brethren,
Saur was no hired printer or "court printer" o f the sect.347 He published the first
successful German newspaper, which was conducted by him and his son Christopher for
forty years under different names in Germantown. In the 1750s it had the immense
circulation o f 4000 copies.348

M2See the obituary in PhC. January 22, 1799.
J43The family name was spelled in three different ways. When Saur's ancestors arrived in America, they called themselves "Sauer".
Later the spelling "Sower" seems to have been common for the family. Since Samuel himself wrote his name "Saur" this spelling will be
used in this thesis. Even the contemporaries had difficulties with the spelling. The only issue that survived from September 13, 1791 was
meant for Samuel’s brother Daniel His name is handwritten on die title page as "Daniel Sower" whereas the printer’s name is spelled as
"Samuel Saur." CW. September 13, 1791.
Emmeret F. Bittinger. Heritage and Promise (Elgin: The Brethren Press, 1970), 93.
M5The Brethren are one o f the historic peace churches. They have been a minority religious group through the years, and today they
are one o f the smaller denom inations in the United States. Before the Revolution they had about twenty congregations with about 80 0
members - most of them in Pennsylvania. Because the form of their baptism is immersion, the early Brethren were also called "Taufers",
"Tunkers", "Dunkers", or "Dunkards.” For years they did not vote or hold office. An exception from this rule were the Saurs, who,
according to Rufus David Bowman "probably engaged in more political activity than any other members o f the ... Brethren." During and
after the Revolution many Brethren were persecuted, because they refused to bear arms or to pay for the war. The situation caused many
of them to move to the south and west, which weakened the Church in Pennsylvania. Rufus David Bowman, The Church of the Brethren
and War 1708-1941 (New York & London: Garland Publishing, Inc., 1971), 87.
346Adams and Rothermund claim that Saur did not become a member of the close-knit religious community, but he was a member of
one of the more aloof pietist groups, the "Separatists." Adams, "German-language Press," 155. Dieter Rothermund, "The German
Problem o f Colonial Pennsylvania," PMHB LXXXIV1 (January 1960): 5-6.
347Adams, "German-language Press," 155.
348Ibid, 166,167.
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The second Christopher Saur, Samuel's father, was educated by a Mennonite. He
joined the Brethren Congregation at Germantown and became one o f their bishops. In
1771 or 1772 he began to found his own types and later he was able to supply other
printers. In 1778 the Saur printing house with its own papermill, ink-making, and typefounding facilities was the largest printing shop in the colonies. During the Revolution
Christopher Saur II earned his label as a Tory publisher, when he and his sons translated
and printed "The Ancient Testimony" opposing separation from Britain, a Quaker
reaction against Thomas Paine's "Common Sense."
In 1775 the third American generation o f the Saurs took increasing control over the
family enterprise. Christopher III and his younger brother Peter grimly supported the
Tories. After British troops occupied Philadelphia in September 1777 the younger Saurs
removed the printing presses to that place and openly espoused the cause of the crown
and Parliament in their Der Pennsvlvanische Staats-Courier. In May 1778 the Executive
Council of Pennsylvania charged both, Christopher Saur II and III, with high treason,
and most o f their estate was confiscated.
Two more o f the eight children o f Christopher Saur II, David and Samuel, also became
printers.

349

Samuel, bom on March 20, 1767 was the youngest son and seems to have

been educated in the Brethren faith. After December 5, 1781, he lived with Brother Peter
Reinhart, a Brethren minister, and Jerry Maurice Henry describes him as "a pious
Dunker."

350

Samuel Saur first learned the carpenter's trade, but in 1790 he opened his

349Since 1799 David Saur issued the first newspaper in Pennsylvania's Montgomery County, the Norristown Gazette. In 1802 he
started a German weekly, the Norristown Bote, which was continued only for a few months. David Saur also published some English
books and pamphlets.
Daniel Saur was the only son who did not become a printer. Not much is known about the daughters. Edward W. Hocker, The Sower
Printing House o f Colonial Times (Norristown: The Pennsylvania German Society, 1948), 114-120,123.
350Jerry Maurice Henry, History of the Church of the Brethren in Maryland (Elgin: Brethren Publishing House, 1936), 82. See also

81
own printing shop, including a bookstore, at Chestnut Hill, north of Germantown.
Samuel Saur remained in Chestnut Hill for four years and issued the Die Chestnuthiller
351

Wochenschrift.

The paper did not deal much with American political issues. Saur did

not print much "news" but instead his paper often contained moral pieces. In the first
issue o f the paper Saur called himself "bookprinter" ("Buchdrucker") rather than editor
or just printer.
According to Seidensticker Saur removed to Philadelphia in 1794 where he continued
352

his paper under the new title Das Philadelphier Wochenblat.

In 1794 or 1795 Samuel Saur moved to Baltimore, where he spent the remainder of his
life. Since 1795, judging from the first and only copy located, that o f May 4, 1796,
no. 59, he also printed the German weekly Der Neue Unparthevische Baltimore Bote und
Marylander Staats-Register. The paper was issued every Wednesday and Saur charged
ten shillings a year. He presumably discontinued it in 1797 or 1798.

353

In the Baltimore Intelligencer o f January 12, 1799, Saur placed an advertizement
announcing the publication o f a tri-weekly newspaper, the Baltimore Postbote. Brigham
cites considerable evidence that the paper was actually published.354
The Saur publishing house was the most flourishing in Maryland.

355

Later Saur earned

additional money by founding types. He bought the facilities from the heirs of Justus Fox

Donald F. Dumbaugh, The Brethren in Colonial America (Elgin: The Brethren Press, 1967), 222.
331The quarto size weekly was established on December 15, 1790. A prospectus had been published on October 8, 1790. The last issue
located is that o f August 20, 1793. See Brigham, History and Bibliography, 837,839. Amdt/Olson, German-American Newspapers.
514. Since the paper was smaller than the other sheets the price was only five shillings. It was published on Wednesday mornings. See
CW. October 8, 1790. Beginning with May 3, 1791 the paper was issued on Tuesdays. CW. May 3, 1791.
332Oswald Seidensticker, The first Century. 137-138. Brigham, History and Bibliography. I I 962.
333Amdt/Olson, German-American Newspapers. 195. NUBB. May 4, 1796.
334Brigham, History and Bibliography. 1,247.
333See Felix Reichmaim, "German Printing in Maryland: A Check List, 1768-1950," Society For The History O f The Germans In
Maryland 27 (1950): 10.
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after this former employee o f his father Christoph Saur II died in 1805 .356 In partnership
with William Gwinn he established a type foundry in 1806, and for some years he did a
large business in the manufacture of type.
Samuel Saur was married three times, to Sarah Landis, Hannah Schlosser, and
Elizabeth Lamotte. The last was the daughter o f Daniel Lamotte, a prominent
businessman and member o f the first trustees o f the Church of the Brethren in Baltimore.
A daughter Maria was Samuel Saur's only child. She married Richard Spanling, a
Catholic, and later converted to that faith. Samuel Saur was an active member o f his
church and in 1813 he was elected to the ministry. Jerry Maurice Henry writes of Saur’s
death on October 12, 1820, that "early Baltimore church had lost its most distinguished
publisher and pathfinder."

357

Although Saur's newspapers were not "church-papers," the printer's religion seems to
have had a discemable impact on the contents. The few of the issues that survive do not
contain much on political matters. Saur also printed for other denominations, for
example the Catholics.358

Schlichting. Christian: see Mayer, Salomon.

Schlump. Johann Martin (Slump. John Martin): Probably since 1797 the print shop
o f Francis Coupee and Johann Martin Schlump in Salisbury, N.C. issued German

356Nichols, "Justus Fox: A German Printer of the 18th Century." Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Society 25 (1915): 61.
J37Henry, The Brethren in Maryland, 84.
358In 1795 he printed a Catholic prayer book and in 1797 a catechism. Amdt/Eck, First Century. 390 (965); 425 (1061).
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works.

359

•

The claim of C.L. Dolmetsch that the partnership was dissolved in 1780 is

doubtful.360 Already in 1798 Coupee seems to have printed on his own account.361
Schlump moved to Lincolnton, N.C. in 1800.

362

It seems as if in 1794 a certain Michael

Braun was the owner of the business or at least partner in it.

Schneider. Jacob:

363

Together with Georg Gerrisch, Jacob Schneider published the

strongly Republican Der Unparthevische Readinger Adler in Reading.364 On November
11, 1796, the first issue, a sheet of 16 by 20 1/2 inches, left the printing office in
Pennstreet.365
Jacob Schneider was one o f the nine children o f Peter and Eva Appolina Schneider.366
Like Jungmann, he seems to have been occupied in many professions before he started
printing. According to Jungmann, Schneider had been schoolmaster, silversmith,
clockmaker, saw miller, miller, paper miller, bookbinder, tavern keeper, owner o f a
billard table, and postrider.

367

Schneider studied the printing business with Gottlob

Jungmann for about one year, and he claimed that "we remained good friends until he
[Jungmann] realized that I tried hard to learn the whole printing business; then he
thought, it is time to get rid o f you; otherwise you can do harm to me in the future."

368

339Amdt/Eck, First Century. 436 (1095). Cazden, "Provision o f German Books," 85.
360C.L. Dolmetsch, "German Printing Among North Carolina Moravians," Moravian Music Journal 29 no.4 (1984): 93-98 (cited after
Amdt/Eck, First Century. 487 (1247).
361Amdt/Eck, First Century. 453 (1150).
^ Ib id , 487 (1247); 482 (1232).
363Cazden, "Provision of German Books," 101.
364Schneider and Gerrisch had started with the publication of the English-language Readinger Herald. RZ. January 24, 1798.
3<5This was a kind of a prospectus, as the second issue was published on January 3, 1797. RA. November 29, 1796.
The paper was issued every Wednesday morning, and the printers charged one "Thaler" a year and five pence for a single issue. On the
Readinger Adler see also Daniel Miller, "In ye olden times," The Pennsylvania-German X (1909): 557-564.
366See the obituary of the mother who died on April 28, 1799 at the age of 77 in Exeter Township. Peter had already died before his
wife. RA. April 30, 1799.
367RZ. January 24, 1798.
368"wir blieben gute Freunde, bis er sahe, daft ich grofien Fleifi anwendete das ganze Drucker-Geschafte zu lemen, alsdann dachte er,
es ist Zeit daft ich dich loswerde, sonst kannst du mtr mit der Zeit Schaden thun." R A January 30, 1798. See also RZ, January, 24,

84

Gerrisch soon abandoned his partner, and also their mutual debts.
370

Schneider conceded that "it is true that he cheated me."

369

In January 1798

•

Beginning with the third issue

the name of the publisher was changed into "Jacob Schneider & Comp."371 "Comp."
stood for Franz Ritter, who had invested in the paper.

372

According to Jungmann, in 1799 Johann Penker was the "author and translator" o f the
Readinger Adler. Jungmann claims that Penker had come "many years ago" from
Germany "as a servant of a certain German nobleman."373 Later on he had become a
schoolmaster. Also the preacher William Stoy seems to have written for the paper.374 It
also contained many copied articles from the Aurora.
With the issue o f January 6, 1801, the title was altered to Der Readinger Adler, and the
following year, June 29, John Ritter was admitted to partnership. With the issue of
March 27, 1804, this partnership was dissolved and the publishers became John Ritter
and Charles A. Kessler.375
In 1798/99 Schneider tried unsuccessfully to establish a magazine, the Readinger
Magazin for the citizen and farmer. It was supposed to contain historical, geographical,
moral, and economic reports. At least one o f the 48 pages was planned to be omated
with a copperplate engraving. The subscribers were supposed to pay two dollars.

376

On

January 1, 1799, Schneider claimed that the first issue was almost ready to go to press.

1798.
369RZ. January 24, 1798.
370"Es ist wahr, dafi m idi derselbe betrogen had" R A January 30,1798.
371R A January 17, 1797.
3 2RZ. January 24, 1798. Schneider was a relative of Ritter. They both had Conrad Feger as their brother-in-law. R A July 23, 1799.
"Comp." stood not, as Amdt/Olson claim, for Gerrisch. Amdt/Olson, First Century. 588.
373RZ. February 27, 1799.
374RZ, January 24,1798.
375For the further development see Amdt/Olson, German-American Newspapers. 587,588.
376R A October 23, 1798.
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According to Knauss, it left the press in March - probably the only issue.377

Schweitzer, Henrich:

Henrich Schweitzer was the son of Simon Schweitzer.378

Probably in 1796 he opened a printing office and bookshop close to that of Steiner &
Kammerer in Philadelphia.

379

In October 1797 Schweitzer established the Federalist semi-weekly Die Pensvlvanische
380

Correspondenz.

The paper was suspended because of the yellow fever epidemic in

Philadelphia from August 27 to October 25, 1799. The last issue located is that of
December 27, 1799. According to James Owen Knauss, after August 1, 1800, the paper
continued as a weekly.

381

On April 4, 1799 Schweitzer married Polly Kugler, daughter o f the Philadelphian Carl
Kugler.382

Slump, John M.: see Schlump, Johann Martin.

Snowden, John M. & William M. Corkle:

These two printers published the English-

language Republican weekly The Farmers' Register. In this paper they announced the
publication o f a German paper. The first sheet was probably issued on December 13,
377RA. January 1 . 1799.
378obituary in RA. September 25, 1798.
379Steiner & Kammerer worked in Refas Street no. 43 whereas Schweitzer opened his business in Rehs Street no. 85, where Steiner &
Kammerer had their printing shop until September 1796. Amdt/Eck, First Century. 421 (1047 and 1048), 385 (956). PhC. September
20, 1796.
For a list o f books that were offered by Schweitzer see PC. December 27, 1799.
38°For Schweitzer's Federalism see PhC. July 30,1800. RZ. May 8, 1799. For a prospectus o f the new paper see: RZ, August 9, 1797.
RA. August 15, 1797.
381Judging from the first issue located, that o f January 2, 1798, no. 25. The prospectus, dated July 25, 1797, is printed in Gales's
Independent Gazetteer o f July 28, 1797. See Brigham, History and Bibliography. II, 974.
Until July, 1800 the paper had been published on Tuesdays and Fridays. Schweitzer charged two "Thaler", whereas the German
weeklies usually sold for one "Thaler." PC. January 2, 1798; December 27, 1799. See also PhC. July 30, 1800.
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1800, and the paper seems to have been continued at least until 1803 .383

Sower: see Saur

Stov, William: See Schneider, Jacob.

Steiner, Melchior: When in May 1779 Henry Miller, the famous revolutionary printer,
retired, he sold his printing business to the Philadelphian printers Melchior Steiner and
Carl Cist.

384

Steiner was the son o f the Rev. J.C. Steiner, pastor o f the Reformed

Church. Melchior Steiner had learned the trade in Miller's office and Cist had latterly
been editor o f Miller's
385

Staatsregister.

Staatsbothe. The two

published

the Philadelphisches

After dissolving their partnership in early 1781, Steiner moved into

Rees Street.386
Since May 1781 Steiner published the weekly Gemeinnutzige Philadelphische
Correspondenz. For about two years the paper was edited by the Reverend John C.
Kunze and the Rev. Justus C.H. Helmuth. With the issue of June 18, 1782, the paper
was published on Tuesdays instead of Wednesdays.

387

In 1790 Steiner printed "a new type o f paper,'' the Der General-Postbothe an die
Deutsche Nation in America. It was one of the first attempts to establish a German382PhC. April 16, 1799.
383Amdt/Olson, Germ an-American Newspapers, 525.
384Amdt/Eck, First Century. 1779.
Steiner and Cist had worked together with Miller already at least from 1776 - for example by printing Tom Paine's "Common Sense."
Amdt/Eck, First Century. 212-213 (490). From 1776 to 1780 their printing office was in Second street
383see Cist, Carl
38<5Daniel Miller, "Early German American Newspapers," Proceedings o f the Pennsylvania-German Society XIX (1911): 29.
387PhC. June 18, 1782. The number o f the subscribers o f the Philadelphische Correspondenz was below 2000 in 1784. When Steiner
reduced the price of the paper to 10 Schillings in 1784 he promised to further reduce it if he got 2000 subscribers. PhC, December 14,
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language magazine in America.

388

Carl Christoph Reiche was the editor.

389

Since January

5, 1790, the semi-weekly was published every Tuesday and Friday morning. It was
printed with a continuous numbering in the form of a book, each issue adding eight
pages. In contrast to the other sheets every article was introduced with a headline.
Reiche wrote a lot about the history and habits of foreign people, such as the Egyptians.
The magazine did not contain any advertisements, it had no letters from correspondents,
and it did not contain much recent news. The magazine was unsuccessful. Some
customers still complained that Reiche wrote too much on recent events, such as the
Revolution in France. In June 1790 Reiche discontinued the sheet. Having only 350
subscribers he could not pay for his costs.390
Also in 1790, as a reaction to a proposal for a new newspaper by Carl Cist, Steiner
changed his paper into a semi-weekly, now called Neue Philadelphische Correspondenz
(see also Carl Cist). Reiche was its editor in October and November, but he died on
December 11, 1790.

391

With the issue o f February 14, 1792, the paper was changed into

a weekly again.
In 1792 Steiner entered into a partnership with Heinrich Kammmerer, Sr..

392

The

1784.
388For the prospectus see PhC. October 20, 1789.
There had been an earlier attempt to establish a religious magazine by Christoph Saur I. He had distributed "A Spiritual Magazin"
("Em Geistliches Magazin") gratis as an appendage to Pie Germantauner Zeitung. and printed in editions o f 5000 copies per number.
See Seidensticker, First Century. 522.
389Here we find a distinction between printer and publisher.
At least four subscribers of the paper are known: Emanuel Shulze, Peter Muhlenberg, Francis Swaine, Henry Spyker. Amdt/Eck, First
Century. 307 (747).
For a prospectus see NULZ. October 28, 1789; November 4, 1789. GZ. October 13, 1789; November 10, 1789. GP, November 27,
1789. Reiche lived Fourth Street, the next house to the "Seven Stars", at the comer to Rees Street GP. January 5, 1790.
For a definition o f the term "magazine" in comparison to a newspaper see Clarence S. Brigham, Journals and Journeymen
(Philadelphia: University o f Pennsylvania Press, 1950), 15-18.
On Reiche see Robert E. Cazden, "The Provision of German Bodes in America during the Eighteenth Century," Libri 23 (1971): 9092.
390GP. June 11, 1790.
391PhC. August, 10, 1790.
392PhC. November, 20, 1792.
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following week the paper's title was changed into Philadelphische Correspondenz.

With the issue of May 10, 1793, it reverted to a semi-weekly.394 Because of the yellow
fever epidemic the paper was suspended from October 4 to November 22, 1793. In 1796
the printing-shop was moved from Rees Street no. 85 to Rees Street no. 43.395 Early in
1797, the paper again became a weekly. In 1797 Heinrich Kammerer Jr. entered the
business, but he still seems to have printed other items on his own account until 1799.

396

In 1798, on May 1, the paper was reestablished as a weekly under the title o f
Philadelphische Correspondenz. It was published by Heinrich Kammerer Jr. and Joseph
R. Kammerer.

397

The paper was one of the most nonpartisan printed in German. In May

1798 the Kammerers announced that they would not copy any pieces from the Aurora
and the Porcupine, the leading and most partisan papers o f the Republicans and
Federalists.398
Also in 1798 the Kammerers made the attempt to establish a magazine, the
Philadelphisches Magazin. oder Unterhaltender Gesellschafter fur die Deutschen in
America. In a prospectus they proposed to publish the magazine every three months, but
only two issues were published in May and August 1798. The first sheet, printed in
octavo, had 48 pages.399
The printshop was moved into Quarry Street no. 11 in May 1798.400 Heinrich

PhC. November 27,1792.
394According to the Philadelphische Correspondenz the paper became a bi-weekly with the first Tuesday in May. PH. April 23,1793.
395See Amdt/Eck, First Century. 385 (956). Pfac. September 20, 1796. In November 1792 they had moved from Rees Street no 71 to
no 85. PhC. November 20, 1792.
396Amdt/Eck, First Century, 448 (1135); p.468 (1191). In 1796, Heinrich Kammerer Jr. had been partner with Isaac Neale in North
Street no. 24. In 1797 an almanac was printed by "H. Kammerer, jun. und Comp," in Third Street between Market and Arch Street This
almanac was the continuation of Steiner's and Kammerer's Haus- und Wirtschafts Calender. See Amdt/Eck, First Century. 420 (1045);
p.434 (1088). P t£ , April 22, 1796.
397In the second issue the break up of the company of Steiner and Kammerer is announced. PhC. May, 8, 1798398PhC. May 22, 1798.
399Amdt/Olson, German-American Newspapers. 563.
400PhC. May 1, 1798.
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Kammerer died on September 17, 1798, during a yellow fever epidemic. The paper was
suspended from September 18 to November 13, 1798.401 The following month it was
announced that the Philadelphische Correspondenz should be published twice a week
again.402 The same year Joseph R. Kammerer, who had entered into a partnership with
Georg Helmbold, Jr., moved into Rees Street no. 72.403 Melchior Steiner, no longer the
printer, still wrote for the Philadelphische Correspondenz every now and then.404 The
paper was again suspended because of a fever epidemic from August 27 to October 22,
1799.
In November 1799 Kammerer & Helmbold proposed to divide their paper into a
country and a city edition.405 The country was to continue as before, whereas the city
was to be published thrice a week. It is likely that the city paper was printed for a
while.406 In April 1800 Helmbold complained that "after having made the test, ... that he
would not be able to continue it much longer."407 The Philadelphische Correspondenz
was now a thoroughly Republican paper.408
In March 1800 Kammerer Jr. left the partnership.409 The paper was now published on
Fridays instead o f Tuesdays.410 Helmbold was joined by Johann Geyer in April and the
title was changed into Neue Philadelphische Correspondenz.411 This partnership
PhC. November 13, 1798.
402PhC. December 18, 1798.
403Amdt/Eck, First Century. 468 (1192). PhC. November 13, 1798; April, 16, 1799.
404PhC. June 9, 1799; July 16, 1799.
405For a discussion o f the tri-weekly edition see Knaus, Social Conditions. 184,201-202 (cited after Brigham, History and
Bibliography. II, 926.
406The printers wanted to print the city edition if they got 500 subscribers for it PhC, November 12. 1799; April 4, 1800.
^ "n a c h gemachter Probe, ..., daB er nichl viel linger mehr im Stande seyn wird, damit fortfahren konnen" PhC. April 4, 1800. In
March 1800 Helmbold had written about the Philadelphische Correspondenz "which is published three times a week for some time."
("wie seith einiger Zeit, wOchentlich dreymal heraus gegeben werden") PhC, March 7, 1800.
408See for example the attacks on the Federalist German teacher and priest Christian EndreB in Phc, November 12, 1799; November
26, 1799. Or the attack on the Federalist papers in PhC. July 30, 1800.
409PhC, March 7, 1800.
410PhC. March 7. 1800.
41‘Amdt/Eck, First Century. 484/485 (1240,1241).
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dissolved in 1801 and Geyer continued the business alone.412
In 1787 Steiner got the order to print a German translation of the diary of the
constitutional convention.413
Steiner was an active member o f the "German Society" in Philadelphia.414

Stettinius. Samuel Endredv: see Lepper, Wilhelm Daniel.

Stiemer. Anton: see Albrecht, Johann.

Swords. Thomas and James: It seems that there was no German printer in New York
at the end o f the eighteenth century. In 1799 the rules o f the German Society o f New
York were printed by the Swords in Pearl-street no. 99.415

Weiss. Johannes (Wise. John):

Weiss published a German-language weekly

newspaper in Staunton, Va., o f which no copy has been located. The name o f the paper
is not known. It probably was started at the beginning of January 1800 and seems to
have been still published in March 1802. The paper was circulated mainly in Augusta
county for the price o f nine shillings.
Weiss was bom in Frederick on September 2, 1773. His parents, Heinrich and
Catherina Brunner were Lutherans. After serving in the army he printed the Englishlanguage Virginia Gazette and Staunton Weekly Advertiser for Robert Douthat. In
412Amdt/Eck, First Century. 496 (1278).
413He was ordered to print 2000 pieces. PhC. December 4, 1787.
414See for example PhC. November 4, 1788.
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September 1796 "Wise & Adams" bought the paper. Their partnership was dissolved
soon afterwards. Weiss alone continued the paper, which was renamed The Phenix. in his
printshop in Main Street. In 1803 the business was taken over by Ira Woodruff Weiss
became a contractor

for carrying the United States mail between Staunton and

Lewisburg. In his later years he was active in local Whig politics and the Methodist
Church. The date o f his death is uncertain, 1807 or 1844.416
See also Wyeth, John. The German name Weiss and the English name Wyeth sound
almost similar. They may have referred to the same person.

Weygandt, Cornelius N.: see Weygandt, Jacob.

Weygandt, Jacob:

In August 1793 Jacob Weygandt, together with the eldest o f his

two sons, Cornelius N., established the weekly Neuer Unparthevischer Eastoner Bothe.
und Northamptoner Kundschafter in Easton, then a town o f about 1200 inhabitants who
were mostly German. Jacob Weygandt had been an officer in the Revolutionary War and
one o f the first burgesses o f the town. The paper, which in the beginning had a
circulation o f about 300, was continued until February 6, 1805, when it was succeeded
41T

by P e r Eastoner Deutsche Patriot.

A copied piece in the Readinger Zeitung which argues against the Republican Aurora
is an indication that the paper was Federalist. A piece in favor o f Eyermann (see Fries'
Rebellion), copied in the Harrisburger Morgenrothe. could also indicate Republican
Amdt/Eck, First Century. 464 (1179).
416Wust gives different dates. See Wust, "English and German Printing Office," 30-32. And Wust, "German Printing in Virginia," 55.
417Brigham, History and Biography, n, 844,845. According to E.A. Weaver, the first issue was published on September 18, 1793.
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leanings. In another article again, copied by the Deutscher Porcupein. Weygandfs paper
was clearly Federalist in damning the French and supporting the English.418

Willcocks. Henrv:
• ,

is known.

Only one German item published by this printer from Hanover, Pa.

419

Wortmann. Conrad: see Hiitter, Christian Jacob

Wveth. John: In 1797 the Harrisburger John Wyeth printed "A revealed knowledge of
the prophecies and times” in German.420
James Owen Knauss located an advertisement in the Harrisburg Oracle o f Dauphin.
July 22, 1793, in which the firm Allen & Wyeth announced their intention to publish a
German paper on October 1, 1793. Knauss further states that the paper may have been
established on March 1, 1794 and that Allen & Wyeth were succeeded by Mayer &
Fahnestock as publishers. Knauss, however, regards both dates as without proof.421
See also Weiss, Johannes.

Young. William and John M ’CuHoch:

Being specialized in musical printing these

printers seem to have published the earliest American German-language hymn-book in
1786.422

E.A. Weaver, "Centennial o f Journalism in Northampton County" PMHB. 17 (1894): 121-122.
418RZ. September 4, 1799. HM. October 15, 1799. DP. January 24, 1798.
419Amdt/Eck, First Century. 360 (891).
420Ibid, 431 (1077).
421Amdt/Olson, German-American Newspapers. 527.
422Amdt/Eck, First Century. 278/279 (668).
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(In this book the sociologist Gordon utilizes a psychological approach.)
. "Assimilation in America: Theory and Reality." Daedalus 90 (1961): 263-285.

(Three conceptual models of explanation of how America absoibed over 41 million immigrants.)
Handlin, Oscar. The Uprooted The epic story of the great migrations that made the American people. New York:
Grosset and Dunlap, 1951.
(The bock deals mainly with the period beginning with 1800 and is filled with impressionistic
generalizations.)
. Immigration as a Factor in American History. New Yprk. Prentioe-Hall, 1961.
(The bock deals mainly with the years between 1840 and 1920)
. Race and nationality in American life. Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1957.
Hansen. Marcus Lee. The Immigrant in American History. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1940.
(H. deals mainly with the 19th century.)
. 'The History cf American Immigration as a Field for Research." American Historical Review 32
(1927): 500-518.
(H gives a long list of topics in migration history that need to be studied - a list that has been revived by
historians such as Professor Moltman five decades later.)
. The Atlantic Migration. 1607-1860: A History of the Continuing Settlement of the United States. Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 1940.
(H's book is still a standard work.)
Helbich, Wolfgang J. "Alle Menschen sind dort gleich..." Die deutsche Amerika-Auswanderung im 19und20
Jahrhundert Diisseklorf Schwann, 1988.
(H. writes about the different historiographical approaches dealing with the migration process.)
Hershberg, Theodore. 'Toward the Historical Study of Ethnicity." The Journal of Ethnic Studies 1 (1973): 1-5.
(H asks far an interdisciplinary approach in tte study of American ethnicity .)
Higham, John. "America in Person: The Evolution of National Symbols." Amerikastudien/American Studies 36
(4,1991): 473-493.
(H argues that something approximating a national culture was created only in the course of the nineteenth
century.)

Jones. Maldwvn Allen. American Immigration. Chicago: Universitv of Chicago Press. 1960.
Olson, James Stuart The Ethnic Dimension In American History. New York: St Martin's Press, 1979.
Peterson, WillianL "Concepts cf Ethnicity." In Harvard Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Groups. Stephan
Themstrom, ed Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1980.
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Sellin, Volker. "Mentalitat und Mentalitatsgeschichte." Historische Zeitschrift 241 (1985): 555-598.
Swierenga, Robert P. "Ethnocultural Political Analysis: A New Approach to American Ethnic Studies."
Journal of American Studies 5 (1971): 59-79.
Themstrom, Stephan, Ann Orlov, and Oscar Handlin, eds. Harvard Encyclopedia of American Ethnic
Groups. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1980.
Torsella, Joseph M. "American National Identity, 1750-1790: Samples from the Popular Press."
Pennsylvania Magazine for History and Biography 112 (1988): 167-187.
(T. argues that a vibrant American identity and national consciousness emerged in the
1790s. Unfortunately T. used only English-language newspapers without giving
ethnicity a meaning in the formation of the national consciousness.)
Vecoli, Rudolph J. "Europeans Americans: From Immigrants to Ethnics." International Migration
Review 6 (1972): 403-434.
(V. gives a good overview on the historiography of European Immigration to the USA.)

1.2, Ethnic O rigin of M igrants

Akerson, Donald H. "Why the Accepted Estimates of the Ethnicity of the American People, 1790, Are
Unacceptable." WMQ XLI (1984): 102-119.
Gemery, Henry A. "European Emigration To North America, 1700-1820: Numbers And QuasiNumbers." Perspectives in American History new series I (1984).
Grabbe, Hans-Jurgen. "Besonderheiten der europaischen Einwanderung in die USA wahrend der friihen
nationalen Periode 1783-1820." Amerikastudien/American Studies 33 (1988): 271-290.
(G. is important on the figures of the then arrived immigrants.)
McDonald, Forrest and Helen Shapiro. "The Ethnic Origins of the American People, 1790." WMO
XXXVII (1980): 179-99.
Purvis, Thomas I. "The European Ancestors of the United States Population, 1790." WMO XLI (1984):
92.
(P. argues that the McDonalds overweighed the Irish, Scots, and Welsh.)
Sutherland, Stella H. Population Distribution in Colonial America. New York: Columbia University
Press, 1936.
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1.3. German Emigration and Immigration to the United States

Good introductions to the topic are Adams' Die deutschsprachige Auswanderung in die Vereinigten
Staaten, Conzen's "Germans," Moltmann's Germans to America. Sievers' Die deutsche und
skandinavische Amerikaauswanderung. Trommler's and McVeigh's America and the Germans.
Krollmann's and Marschalck's "German Emigration to the United States," and Roeber's "In German
Ways". Especially Sievers' and Roeber's works give crucial titles on the origin of the emigrants in
Germany.
Adams, Willi Paul, ed. Die deutschsprachige Auswanderung in die Vereinigten Staaten. Berlin: John F.
Kennedy Institut fur Nordamerikastudien, 1980.
(Although the work centers on the 19th and 20th century it contains much crucial information
on the research dealing with the 18th century.)
Bailyn, Bernard. "From Protestant Peasants to Jewish Intellectuals: The Germans in the Peopling of
America."
German
Historical
Institute:
Annual Lectures
Series
(Oxford,New
York,Munich:Berg) 1 (1988).
♦Bennion, Lowell Colton. "German Migration and Colonization. Inventory and Prologue to Geographic
Study." Ph.D. diss., Syracuse University, 1960.
Chmelar, Hans. "Zur osterreichischen Auswanderungsforschung." In Die deutschsprachige
Auswanderung in die Vereinigten Staaten: Berichte fiber Forschungsstand und
Ouellenbestande. ed. Willi Paul Adams, 171-181. Berlin: John F. Kennedy Institut fur
Nordamerikastudien, 1980.
Conzen, Kathleen Neils, "Die Assimilierung der Deutschen in Amerika: Zum Stand der Forschung in
den Vereinigten Staaten." In Die deutschsprachige Auswanderung in die Vereinigten Staaten.
ed. Willi Paul Adams, 33-64. Berlin: John F. Kennedy Institut fur Nordamerikastudien, 1980.
(C. deals maninly with the 19th and 20th century. She criticizes the assumption that the
Germans had a strong ethnic consciousness but nevertheless assimilated fast. She argues that
the capability of German and American values cannot be taken for granted.)
. Making Their Own America: Assimilation Theory And The German Peasant Pioneer. New
York/Oxford/Munich: Berg, 1990.
(In her work Immigrant Milwaukee: 1836-1860. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1976 C.
relied heavily on Milton M. Gordon's concept of migration. But in this article she asks
historians to go beyond this traditional approach that scrutinized immigration only as a process
of assimilation. C. thinks that the "inability of immigrant cultures to withstand the onslaught of
the American mainstream" is no necessity.)
. "Germans." In Harvard Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Groups Stephan Themstrom, ed.
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1980.
Cunz, Dieter. "The German Americans: Immigration and Integration."Report: Journal of German
American History 2 (1953): 29-43.
. "Einwanderung und Einordnung der Deutschamerikaner." Deutsche Rundschau. 81 (1955).
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DifFenderfer, Frank R. The German Immigration into Pennsylvania through the Port of Philadelphia
from 1780 to 1775 And The Redemptioners. Lancaster: Pennsylvania German Society, 1900.
(reprint: Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1977.)
Dippel, Horst. Germany and the American Revolution 1770-1800: A Sociohistorical Investigation of
Late Eighteenth-Century Political Thinking. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
1977.
Doerries, Reinhard R. "The Americanizing of the German Immigrant: A Chapter from U.S. Social
History." Amerikastudien/American Studies 23 (1978): 51-59.
(The article is mainly on the 19th and 20th century but his request to integrate the history of
German-America into the New ethnic history is interesting also for my period.)
Engelsing, Rolf. Bremen als Auswanderungshafen 1683-1880. Bremen: Schunemann, 1961.
Kloss, Heinz. "Assimilationsfragen des Pennsylvanierdeutschtums." Pfalzer Heimat 3 (1952): 83-87.
Kollmann, Wolfgang and Peter Marschalck. "German Emigration to the United States." Perspectives in
American History 7 (1973): 499-556.
Kuhn, Gertrud. "USA - Deutschland - Baden Wurttemberg: Eine Auswahl von Titeln zur
Auswanderung und zur Geschichte der Deutsch-Amerikaner vor allem aus Baden und
Wurttemberg, von den Anfangen bis zum Ende des Zweiten Weltkrieges. Aus Anlafi des 200.
Jahrestages der Unabhangigkeit der Vereinigten Staaten." Schriftenreihe des Instituts fur
Auslandsbeziehungen/Stuttgart 7 (1976).
(Very interesting are especially the bibliographical notes.)
Marschalck, Peter. Die deutsche Uberseewanderung im 19. Jahrhundert: Ein Beitrag zur soziologischen
Theorie der Bevolkerung. Stuttgart: Klett, 1973.
Mdnckmeier, Wilhelm. Die Deutsche Uberseeische Auswanderung. Jena: Fischer, 1912.
*_____ , "Wandlungen und Entwicklungen in der deutschen Auswanderung." Jahrblicher fur
Nationaldkonomie und Statistik (1913): 335-347.
Moltmann, Gunter, ed. Germans to America: 300 Years of Immigration 1683 to 1983. Stuttgart: Institut
fur Auslandsbeziehungen, 1982.
.

"Die deutsche Auswanderung in uberseeische
Forschungsprobleme." P e r Archivar 32 (1979): 58-66.

Gebiete.

Forschungsstand

und

. "Die deutsche Amerikawanderung in der Kolonialzeit und das Redemptioner-System."
Zeitschrift fur Kulturaustausch 32 no.4 (1982)
. "Stand und zukiinftige Aufgaben der deutschen Uberseewanderungsforschung mit besonderer
Beriicksichtigung Hamburgs." In Die deutsche und skandinavische Amerikaauswanderung im
19. und 20. Jahrhundert ed. Kai Detlev Sievers, 15-35. Neumiinster: Karl Wachholtz Verlag,
1981.
(M. includes in his article a survey of the research on German-American migration.)
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.

"Die deutsche Auswanderung in uberseeische Gebiete: Forschungsstand
und
Forschungsprobleme." In Die deutschsprachige Auswanderung in die Vereinigten Staaten:
Berichte liber Forschungsstand und Ouellenbestande. ed. Willi Paul Adams, 10-32. Berlin:
John F. Kennedy Institut fur Nordamerikastudien, 1980.

Roeber, A.G. "In German Ways? Problems and Potentials of Eighteenth-Century German Social and
Emigration History." WMO 44 (1987): 750-774.
(Interesting article on historiographical problems. R. complains about the lack of recent studies
on the migration of Germans to America in colonial times. He wishes more research on
language, legal customs and religion.)
. "The Origins And Transfer O f German-American Concepts O f Property And Inheritance."
Perspectives in American History 3 (1986): 115-171.
Schelbert, Leo. "Einfuhrung in die schweizerische Auswanderungsgeschichte der Neuzeit." Schweizer
Zeitschrift fur Geschichte supplement 16 (1976).
. Alles ist ganz anders hier: Auswandererschicksale in Briefen aus zwei Jahrhunderten. Olten:
Walter-Verlag, 1977.
. "On Becoming an Emigrant: A Structural View of Eighteenth-and Nineteenth-Century Swiss
Data." Perspectives in American History VII (1973): 441-495.
Scheuner, Ulrich. "Die Auswanderungsfreiheit In Der Verfassungsgeschichte Und Im Verfassungsrecht
Deutschlands." In Festschrift fur Richard Thoma. Tubingen: J.C.B. Mohr, 1950: 199-224.
♦Schunzel, Eva. "Die deutsche Auswanderung nach Nordamerika im 17. und 18. Jahrhundert." Ph.D.
diss., Wurzburg University, 1959.
Sievers, Kai Detlev, ed. Die deutsche und skandinavische Amerikaauswanderung im 19. und 20.
Jahrhundert. Neumiinster: Karl Wachholtz Verlag, 1981.
(Very helpful are especially the bibliographies which contain much material on the 18th
century. In the introduction Sievers gives a short overview of the state of the research in
Germany.)
Strobel, Albrecht. Agrarverfassung im Ubereang. Studien zur Agrargeschichte des Badischen vom
Beginn des 16. Jahrhunderts bis zum Ausgang des 18. Jahrhunderts. Freiburg: Verlag Karl
Alber, 1972.
(example for the social background of the German immigrants)
Strouzh, Gerland "Bibliographic der deutschsprachigen Emigration in den Vereinigten Staaten, 19331963. Geschichte und Politische Wissenschaft. 1.2." Jahrbuch fur Amerikastudien 10
(1965):232-266; 11 (1966):260-317.
. "Die deutschsprachige Emigration in den Vereinigten Staaten: Geschichtswissenschaft und
Politische Wissenschaft." Amerikastudien/Joumal of American Studies 10 (1965): 59-77.
Strassburger, Ralf Beaver. Pennsylvania German Pioneers, A Publication of the Original Lists of
Arrivals in the Port of Philadelphia from 1727 to 1808. Norristown,Pa, 1934.
(reprinted in Baltimore by Genealogical Publishing Co.,Inc., 1980)
(gives genealogical information; list of names; vol. 1: 1727-1775; vol. 2. 1785-1808)
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Trommler, Frank and Joseph McVeigh, eds. America and the Germans. An Assessment of a ThreeHundred-Year History. 2 vols. Philadelphia: University of Philadelhpha Press, 1985.
(vol. 1 deals with immigration, the Pennsylvania Germans, ethnicity and Politics, the German
language, German-American literature; very informative)
Wittke, Carl F. We Who Build America: The Saga of the Immigrant. New York, 1939. (reprint: Case
Western Reserve University, 1967)
(W. gives many interesting details but "purposely avoided sweeping sociological
generalizations.")
Wokeck, Marianne. "German Immigration to Colonia America: Prototype of a Transatlantic Mass
Migration." In America and the Germans: An Assessment of a Three-Hundred-Year History,
ed. Frank Trommler and Joseph McVeigh, 3-13. Philadelphia: University of Philadelphia Press,
1985.
. "The Flow and the Composition of German Immigration to Philadelphia, 1727-1775." PMHB
105 (1981): 249-278.
Wust, Klaus. "Direct German Immigration To Maryland In The 18th Century." Society for the History
of Germans in Maryland 37, 19-28.
Wust, Klaus and Heinz Kloss, ed. Three hundred years of German immigrants in North America: 16831983. (2nd revised edition) Baltimore: Heinz Moos Publishing Co., Inc., 1983.
Yoder, Don. "The Palatine Connection: The Pennsylvania German Cultrue and Its European Roots." In
Germans In America: Retrospect and Prospect ed. Randall M. Miller, Philadelphia: The
German Society of Pennsylvania, 1984.
(Y. compares the Pennsylvania German folk culture with the Palatine original.)

1.3.1. German Conduct in the United States

There is a vast amount of literature on the Germans in America. The works can best be found in Shultz's
German-American Relations. Tolzmann's German-Americana. Meynen's Bibliography on German
Settlements. Miller's Comprehensive Bibliography, or Pochmann's Bibliography of German Culture.
Bausmann, Lottie M.. A Bibliography of Lancaster County. Pennsylvania. 1745-1912. Philadelphia:
Patterson and White, 1917.
Benjamin, Steven M. "The Major Sources for German-American Bibliography." Newsletters of the
Society for German-American Studies 2.1 (1980-1981): 10-11.
Billigmeier, Robert Henry. Americans from Germany: A Study in Cultural Diversity. Belmont:
Wadsworth Publication Co., 1974.
Bittinger, Emmeret F. Heritage and Promise. Elgin: The Brethren Press, 1970.

100
Bowman, Rufus David. The Church of the Brethren and War 1708-1941. New York & London: Garland
Publishing, Inc., 1971.
Cronau, Rudolf. Drei Jahrhunderte Deutschen Lebens in Amerika. Berlin: D. Reimer, 1909.
Cunz, Dieter. The Maryland Germans. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1948.
Dippel, Horst. Americana Germanica. 1770-1800: Bibliographic deutscher Amerikaliteratur. Stuttgart:
J.B. Metzlersche Verlagsbuchhandlung, 1976.
Dorpalen, Andreas. "The German Element in Early Pennsylvania Politics, 1789-1800: A Study in
Americanization." Pennsylvania History 9 (July 1942): 176-190.
. "The Political Influence of the German Element in Colonial America." Pennsylvania History 6
(July and October 1939): 147-158, 221-239.
Dumbaugh, Donald F. The Brethren in Colonial America. Elgin: The Brethren Press, 1967.
♦Elder, John Kline. The Virginia Germans. Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 1969.
Faust, Albert Bernhardt. The German Element in the United States with Special Reverence to Political.
Moral. Social. And Educational Influence. 2 vols. Boston/New York: Houghton Mifflin
Company, 1909.
Fecher, Vincent. "A Study of the Movement for German National Parishes in Philadelphia and
Baltimore, 1787-1802." Annalecta Gregoriana (Rome) 77 (1955).
Friesen, Gerhard K. and Walter Schatzberg, ed. The German Contribution to the Building of the
Americas: Studies in Honor of Karl J.R. Arndt. Worcester,Ma.: Clark University Press, 1977.
Graumann Wolf, Stephanie. Urban Village: Population. Community, and Family Structure in
Germantown. Pennsylvania. 1683-1800. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1976.
Henry, Jerry Maurice. History of the Church of the Brethren in Maryland. Elgin: Brethren Publishing
House, 1936.
♦Holland, Ruth. The German Immigrants in America. Their culture and contributions in the New
World. New York: Grosset & Dunlap, 1969
Klees, Frederic. The Pennsylvania Dutch. New York: Macmillan, 1950.
♦Mann, W.J. and B.M. Schmucker. Hallesche Nachrichten. Allentown: Brobst, Diehl & Co., 18951896.
(The Hallesche Nachrichten will probably reveal interesting insights about the then Germans in
America, especially about the Lutherans. There seems to have been an intense contact between
the Lutherans in America and those in the German town Halle. These relations are probably
reflected in the newspaper Hallesche Nachrichten which was then printed in Halle.)
♦Meurer, Heinrich H. "The Earlier German Nationalism in America." American Journal of Sociology 22
(1917): 519-43.
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Meynen, Emil. Bibliography on German Settlements in Colonia North America. 1683-1933. Leipzig.
Harrassowitz, 1937.
Miller, Wayne Charles, ed. A Comprehensive Bibliography For The Study O f American Minorities.
New York: New York University Press, 1976.
(vol. 1 deals with the Germans)
O'Connor, Richard. The German-American: An Informal History. Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1968.
(O. deals mainly with the 19th century but the book includes a chapter on the Hessians.)
Parsons, William T. The Pennsylvania Dutch: A Persistent Minority. Boston: Twayne Publishers, 1976.
. "The Pennsylfanisch Deitsch Community for Independence, 1758-1783." In Germany And
America: Essavs On Problems O f International Relations And Immigration, ed. Hans L.
Trefousse. New York: Brooklyn College Press, 1980.
(P. deals especially with the Church Germans in outlying regions.)
Pochmann, Henry A. German Culture in America, 1600-1900: Philosophical and Literary Influences.
Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1957.
Pochmann, Hemy A. Bibliography of German Culture in America to 1940 ed. by Arthur R. Schultz.
Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1954.
Rippley, La Vera J. O f German Wavs. Minneapolis: Dillon, 1970.
Rothermund, Dietmar. "The German problem in Pennsylvania 1776." Pennsylvania Magazine for
History and Biography 84 (1960): 3-21.
Rush, Benjamin. An Account of the M anner of the German Inhabitants of Pennsylvania (1789). Edited
by William T. Parsons. Collegeville, Pa.: Institute for Pennsylvania Dutch Studies, 1974.
Shultz, Arthur R. German-American Relations and German Culture in America: A Subject
Bibliography. 1941-1980. 2 vols., Millwood/New York: Kraus International Publications, 1984.
♦Tolzmann, Don Heinrich. "A History of Anti-Germanism in America." P e r Deutsch-Amerikaner July
1973.
. German-Americana: A Bibliography. Metuchen,NJ.: The Scarecrow Press, 1975.
Weaver, Glenn. "The German Reformed Church and the Civil Government, 1787-1855." Pennsylvania
History 16 (1949): 303-25.
Wittke, Carl F. The Germans in America: A Student's Guide to Localized History. New York: Teachers
College Press/Columbia University, 1967.
Wood, Ralph, ed. The Pennsylvania Germans. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1942.
Wust, Klaus. The Virginia Germans. Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1969.
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1.4♦ Language and Ethnicitv:

Bartel, Klaus J. "German and the Germans at the Time of the American Revolution." Modem Language
Journal 60 (1976): 96-100.
(B. does not give many new insights. He gets his information mainly from the works by Faust
and Zeydel.)
♦Castello, John R. "Syntactic Change and Second Language Acquisition: The Case for Pennsylvania
German." Linguistics 213 (1978): 29-50.
Fishman, Joshua A. Language in Sociocultural Change. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1972.
. The Rise and fall of the Ethnic rival. Perspectives on Language and Ethnicity. Berlin/New
York/Amsterdam: Mouton Publishers, 1985.
(Fishman's books rarely deal with the history of languages. But his approaches would definitely
be useful for the study of former languages and sociocultural change.)
. "Language Maintenance." In Harvard Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Groups. Stephan
Themstrom, ed. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1980.
. ed. Language Lovaltv In The United States: The Maintenance and Perpetuation of Non-English
Mother Tongues bv American Ethnic and Religious Groups. The Hague: Mouton & Co., 1966.
♦Gilbert, Glenn P. "Linguistic Changes in the Colonial and Immigrant Languages in the United States,"
in Saga og Snrak: Studies in Language and Literature Presented to Lee M. Hollander, ed. John
M. Weistock. Austin: Pemberton, 1972.
KIoss, Heinz. "German-American Language Maintenance Efforts." In Language Lovaltv In the United
States: The Maintenance and Perpetuation of Non-English Mother Tongues bv American
Ethnic and Religious Groups, ed. Joshua Fishman, 206-252. The Hague: Mouton & Co., 1966.
Lewin, Kurt. Resolving Social Conflicts: Selected Papers on Group Dynamics. New York: Harper, 1948.
♦Viereck, Wolfgang. "German Dialects spoken in the United States and Canada and Problems of
German-English Language Contact, especially in North America. A Bibliography." Orbis
(Philadelphia) 17 (1968): 532-535.
♦Seyboldt, Robert Francis. "Some Notes on the Teaching of German in Colonial Philadelphia." JEGP
XXIII (1924): 418-421.
Weinreich, Uriel. Languages in Contact: Findings and Problems. The Hague. Mouton Publishers, 1968.
♦Zeydel, Edwin H. "The Teaching of German in the United States from Colonial Times to the Present."
in Reports of Surveys and Studies in the Teaching of Modem Languages, published by the
Modem Language Association (November, 1961). Reprinted German Quarterly. XXXVII 315392 (Membership issue, 1964).
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1.5. Ethnic Leadership:

Adams, Willi Paul. "Ethnic Leadership and the German-Americans." In America and the Germans: An
Assessment of A Three-Hundred-Year History, eds. Frank Trommler and Joseph McVeigh,
148-159. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1985.
Higham, John, ed. Ethnic Leadership in America. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1978.
(H.'s work became the starting point for an ensuing discussion of ethnic leadership by
American historians.)
. "Leadership." In Harvard Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Groups. Stephan Themstrom, ed.
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1980.
(According to H. leaders "define" ethnic groups. They focus the consciousness of an ethnic
group and in doing so make its identity visible.)
Luebke, Frederick C. Germans in the New World: Essavs in the history of Immigration. Urbana and
Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1990.
(Chapter 5 deals with leadership but unfortunately only of the 19th century. The same chapter
had been printed already in Randall M. Miller's Germans in America: Retrospect and Prospect.
Philadelphia: The German Society of Pennsylvania, 1984.)

2. Newspapers and Printers

2.1. Bibliographies
Still the most important bibliography on the eighteenth century American printers and their newspapers
is Brigham's. For colonial pamphlets see Bristol's Index of Printers by Charles Evans. The most
important bibliographies on the German-American printers are those by Arndt and Olson GermanAmerican Newspapers and by Arndt and Eck The First Century. Important on many topics on
journalism are the books by Schwarzlose and by Sloan.
Abrams, Alan E., ed. Journalist Biographies Master Index. Detroit: Gale Research Company, 1979.
(only few entries on German printers of the late eighteenth century)
Arndt, Karl J R., and May E. Olson. German-American Newspapers and Periodicals. 1732-1968.
Pullach: Verlag Dokumentation, 1973.
Arndt, Karl J.R. and Reimer C. Eck. The First Century of German Language Printing in the United
States of America. Gottingen: Niedersachsische Staatsuniversitat Gottingen, with the
cooperation of the Pennsylvania German Society, 1989.
(Vol. 1 deals with the period from 1728-1807. It lists monographs and almanacs. A third
volume dealing with broadsides has not been published yet.)

104
Brigham, Clarence S.. History and Bibliography of American Newspapers. 1690-1820. Worcester:
American Antiquarian Society, 1947.
. Additions and Corrections to History and Bibliography of American Newspapers. 1690-1820.
Worcester: American Antiquarian Society, 1961
Bristol, Roger. Index of Printers, Publishers and Booksellers indicated by Charles Evans in His
American Bibliography. Charlottesville: Bibliographical Society of the University of Virginia,
1961.
Bristol, Robert F. Supplement to Charles Evans's "American Bibliography”. Charlottesville: University
of Virginia Press, 1970.
Evans, Charles. American Bibliography: A Chronological Dictionary of all Books. Pamphlets and
periodical Publications printed in the United States of America. 14 vols. Chicago: The Author,
1903-1959
Friedrich, Gerhard. "A Supplement to Seidensticker's American-German Bibliography." Pennsylvania
History 7 (10,1940): 213-224.
Holtz-Bach,
Christina.
Publizistik-Bibliographie:
Nachschlagwerken
zur
Literatur
der
Universitatsverlag Konstanz GmbH, 1985.

Eine
intemationale
Bibliographic
von
Kommunikationswissenschaft
Konstanz:

♦Jodziewicz, Thomas W. Birth of America: The Year in Review. 1763-1783: A Chronological Guide an
Index to the Contemporary Colonial Press. Glen Rock,N.J.: Microfilming Corporation of
America, 1976.
Price Warren C., and Calder M. Pickett. An Annotated Journalism Bibliography. 1958-1968.
Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1970.
Schwarzlose, Richard A. Newspapers: A Reference Guide. New York: Greenwood Press, 1987.
(excludes literature about newspapers printed abroad and the literature that is not available in
English; nevertheless very helpful for almost every topic dealing with American newspapers)
Shaw, Ralph R. and Richard H.L. Shoemaker. American Bibliography. A Preliminary Checklist for
1801. New York, 1958.
Sloan, Wm. David. American Journalism History: An Annotated Bibliography. New York: Greenwood
Press, 1989.
Wynar, Lubomyr R. and Anna T. Wynar. Encyclopedic Directory of Ethnic Newspapers and Periodicals
in the United States. Littleton: Libraries Unlimited, Inc., 1972.
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2.2. American Newspapers and Printers during the late Eighteenth Century - especially in
Pennsylvania. Maryland, and VirgLna

The best overview on the press through the American Revolution give Bailyn and Hench. A standard
work on the American printing is still Thomas' The History of Printing. For a sociological view see
Sidney Kobre.
There is abundant biographical material on the then English language printers. Therefore I will list only
a few important titles. For everybody who is interested in a special printer Ashley's Dictionary of
Literary Biography is usually a good starting point. As an overview still important is Frank Luther
Mott's American Journalism.
Ashley, Perry, ed. Dictionary of Literary Biography. Vol. 43, American Newspaper Journalists. 16901872. Detroit: Gale Research Company, 1985.
(The volume consists of short biographies of the then most important printers including a
bibliography at the end of eveiy article.)
Bailyn, Bernard and John B. Hench, eds. The Press And The American Revolution. Boston:
Northeastern University Press, 1981.
(With Adams' article the book includes the main work on German-language printers through
the Revolution.)
Baldasty, Gerald J. "Flirting with Social Science: Methodology and Virginia Newspaper, 1785-86."
Journalism History 1 (1974): 86-88.
♦Baumgartner, Apollinaris W.. Catholic Journalism: A Study of Its Development in the United States.
1789-1930. New York: Columbia University Press, 1931.
♦Benjamin, S.G.W. "Notable Editors Between 1776 and 1800 - Influence of the Early American Press."
Magazin of American History 17 (February 1887): 1-29,97-127.
Bond, Donavan H. and W. Reynolds McLeod, eds. Colonial Newsletters to Newspapers: Eighteenth
Century Journalism. Morgantown, WV.: School of Journalism of the West Virginia University:
1977.
(interesting articles on many aspects of the then press)
Boston, Ray. "The Impact of Toreign Liars' on the American Press (1790-1800)." Journalism Quarterly
50 (1973): 722-730.
(deals with foreign bom journalists but not with Germans)
Botein, Stephen. "Meer Mechanics and an Open Press: The Business and Political Strategies of Colonia
American Printers." Perspectives in American History 9 (1975): 127-225.
. "Printers and the American Revolution." In The Press And The American Revolution, eds.
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